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" It is the merry, merry month of May ! " — 

So sang we in our childhood ; and the song 

Let us sing cheerily 'mong the flowers so gay ! 

They are not fallen to sin, -or stained with wrong. 

O give us of your pureness, happy throng 

Of virgin starworts ! — your untainted show 

Of beauty seems more truly to belong 

To bliss, because so near the ground ye blow : 
Even fairest flowers seem happiest when they humbly grow. 

Thomas Cooper's Paradise of Martyrs (B. ii., st. 14). 
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Fortunatus. Peace, Ampedo : talke not of pouertie, 
Difdaine, my boyes, to kiffe the tawnie cheekes 
Of leane neceffitie : make not inquirie, 
How I came rich : I am rich, let that fuffice ; 
There are foure leathern bags, truft full of gold : 
Thofe fpent, ile fill you more : goe lads, be gallant : 
Shine in the ftreetes of Cyprus like two ftarres, 
And make them bow their knees that once did fpurne you ; 
For to effect fuch wonders gold can turne you : 
Brave it in Famagofta, or elsewhere ; 
Ile trauell to the Turkifh Emperour : 
And then ile reuell it with Prefter John, 
Or banquet with great Cham of Tartarie, 
And trie what frolicke Court the Souldan keepes ; 
Ile leave you prefently : teare off thefe rags. 
Glitter, my boyes, like Angels, that the world 
May (whilft our life in pleafure's circles romes) 
Wonder at Fortunatus and his fonnes. 

Andelo. Come, Shaddow : now wee'le feaft it royally. 

Shad. Doe, matter, but take heede of beggerie. 
Dekker's Olde Fortunatus : Dramatic Works, Vol. i., pp. 103-4 

(Pearfon). 
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PLANETOMACHIA. 
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NOTE. 
Our text of ' Planetomachia ' is from that in the Bodleian, which bears 
the well-known stamped name of ' George Steevens.' See more on this 
characteristic book in the annotated Life in Vol. I. The Latin at 
page 27 onward, as throughout, simply swarms with misprints. I can 
scarcely hope that all the corrupt passages have been rectified ; but an 
attempt has been made. See Notes and //lustrations for examples. 
Clearly the Author had got no proof-sheets. — G. 



Planetomachia 



Or 



the firft parte of the generall opposition 

of the Jeuen Planets : wherein is Aftronomi- 

cally defcribed their effence, nature, 

and influence. 



Diuerfly difcouering in their pleafaunt and Tragicall hiftories, 

the inward affections of the mindes, and painting them 

out in fuch perfect Colours, as youth may perceiue 

what fond fancies their florifhing yeares doe 

fofter : and age clerely fee what doting 

defires their withered heares 

doe affoorde. 



Conteyning alfo a briefe Apologie of the facred and mi- 

fticall Science of Aftronomie : By Robert Greene, 

Mafter of Arts and Student in Phificke. 

1585- 




§♦ Imprinted at London for Thomas 

Cadman, dwelling at the great North doore 

of S. Paules, at the figne of the Byble. 

1585- 



To the right Hono- 
rable the Lord Robert Dudley, Earle 

of Leicefter, Baron of Denbigh, of the honora- 
ble, order of the Garter, and S. Michael Knight, 
Mafter of the Queenes Maiefties Hor- 
fes, & one of her Highneffe moft 
honorable priuie Counfell : 
Robert Greene wifheth 
increafe of Ho- 
nor & ver- 
tue. 

'Pelles (right Honorable) drawing the 
counterfaite of Honor, pourtrayeth her 
holding in the one hand a Starre, and in 
the other a Stone : meaning as I Juppofe by this his 
Embleame, that although noble mindes intituled with 
dignities fhould retch as hie as the Skies, yet they 
might not difdayne to looke as low as the earth. 
Iwpiter glutted with drinking of Neclar, fharpned 
his ftomacke with chewing of P hi lemons Jower Grapes. 
Honor oftimes hath her eye ajfoone delighted with 
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the fight of a crooked table, as with the view of a 
curious PitJure : and as well could Tmolus laugh at 
the homely Muficke of Pan, as wonder at the heauenly 
melodie of Apollo. The minde wearied with weightie 
affaires, feeketh affoone to be recreated with Jome 
pithie conceipts, as with any deepe contemplations : &? 
rather withfleight deuifes to procure mirth, th? with 
follemne fhewes to fofter melancholic They which 
offered gifts vnto Alexander, prefented him with fome 
warlike munition. None cUtented Crajfus fo much 
as they which brought him ftraunge Characters. 
Nigidius being demaunded why he gaue Antonius 
Pius the bud of an Oliue, reddily aunfwered : be- 
caufe he is the flower of clemencie. So (right honorable) 
it is not poffible that your Honour beeing a Macenas 
of learning, fhould want the trouble of Schollers, 
neither that being fuch a wort hie fauourer of good 
letters, euen the meaneft (among ft who I reft) fhould 
not indeuour their fimple Jkill to fhewe how dueti- 
fully they are affecled to your honors noble and 
vertuous difpofition. Which confideration of this 
your rare and fingular minde, hath forced many to 
prefent the fruits of their labours to your Lord/hips 
patronage : fo that all they which r'eape profite by 
others paines, and gaine knowledge by the workes of 
them which ■ haue waded the depth of Myneruas' 
Laberinth, are bound to praife and extollyour honor : 
whofe courteous fauour towards learning, hath forced 
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them to difcouer their Jkill for your Lord/hips priuate 
pleafure, but the Commons publicke commoditie. 
Thefe premifes throughly weighed, although my 
ignoraunce might iuftly abafh me from troubling 
your honour withfuch friuolous trafh : yet the dueti- 
full and humble affecJion wherewith I finde my felfe 
bound to fuch a worthie patrone of good letters, hath 
emboldned me to prefent your Honour with this 
Pamphlet, being a Planetomachia or generall oppo- 
fition of the feuen Planets : wherein is Aftrono- 
nomically decyphered their nature & ejfence, and 
plainly fheweth (that fith euery man is naturally 
borne vnder the influence and irradiate confiellation 
of one of thefe wandring ftarres, and that one is 
alwaies predominant in the configuration of euery 
natiuitie) what proper qualities each particuler 
Planet doth appropriate: painting out what affec- 
tionat dejires Iupiter doth allot to them that are 
Iouialiftes : and what qualities Saturne doth infufe 
vpon them which are Saturnijles, together with the 
difeafes incident to their cdjlitution and complexion. 
But as Horace alwaies fung his fatyres vpon the 
Lute, and Phidias painted blacke Vulcan fitting 
in an Iuorie Charriot : as Protagines carued the 
count erf aite of Irus in a wedge of gold : and Demos- 
thenes Jawfed his weightie inuecliues with fome pretie 
&f pleafaunt inuentions. So (right Honorable) Ihaue 
mixed melancholie with Muficke, and tempered the 
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brawles of the Planets with plea/aunt though tragical 
hiftories : which if your Honour Jhall accept, my 
trauell Jhall be Jo requited, as if I had optained 
moft rich treafures. And thus hoping your 
Honor will pardon my rafhnejfe, and 
thinke of my mind more then 
of the matter, I commit your 
Honour to the 
Almightie. 

Tour Honors in all duetifull Jeruice to 
commaund, Robert Greene. 




To the Gentlemen 
Readers, health. 

Prefent here (Gentlemen) vnto your 

woonted courtefies, a ciuill conflict be- 

tweene the feuen Planets : not difcouering 

in this Pamphlet any ftraunge or myraculous newes 

of the oppofition or afpect of the Starres, but onely 

fhewing their nature and eflence, and what proper 

qualities their celeftiall configuration and influence 

doth infufe into humaine bodies : fo that their 

proper difpofitions once knowne, it /hall bee eafie 

by their outward affects to iudge what Planet is 

chiefly predominant in his naturall conftitution : 

But that I might not be to tedious to young mindes, 

I haue interlaced my Aftronomicall difcourfe with 

pleafaunt Tragedies, that your profitable Harueft 

may be gleaned together with delightfull 

paines. And thus committing my felfe 

and my labours to your courtefie, I 

moft hartely and humbly bid 

you farewell. 

Yours to ufe, Ro- 
bert Greene. 



\—^^-^m 
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'Ol ovpavbi Si HyovvraC 
So£av deov. 

IN EOS QVI VETV- 

ftam Aftrologiae fcientiam 

derident. 

"T^Elluri ccelum ft Jacula prifca maritant? 
Si fine vi cteli, fi fine fiole nihil? 
' E ccelo vires ft ftirpibus atq. metallis ? 
Cynthia fi morbos iudicat vna tuos ? 
Si ccelo tellus Jubfternitur ? infima caelum ? 
Si mpuet : &f proprio temper at arbitrio ? 
Si inferiora vigent radijs, moderata Jupernis 

Cur ccelum Jordet, Jordida terra placet 
CeJJa Jacrilego ccelum infeclarier ore, 

Et fratrem Aftrologum nojere perge tuum. 
Multa tibi Aftrologi debent Grene atq. reponent, 

Crede mihi meritis pramia digna tuis : 
Qui te percupide rogitant (O Grene) Rogari 

Si tamen a doilis tu bene f err e potes : 
Vt quos in magno numero notlefque diefque 

Defcribis libros dedere nil dubites 
Optati venient, relegentur nonfine laude : 
Ac immortali nomine, viue, vale. 

P. H. Armiger. 




In praife of the Author and 
his Booke. 

T F wife Vlifles with his wit 
■*■ did purchafe lafting fame, 
And fackt the wealth of wifedomes hoare 

to burnifh out his name. 
If Virgils Poems wan him praife, 

for mixing mirth with fkill : 
Or Ouids Ieftes with fage aduife, 

did pollifh out his quill. 
If Horace writtes, whofe facred doomes 

were interlac'd with fport, 
Did get him for his pleafaunt vaine, 

a name of rare report. 
No doubt then iuftly Greene may gaine, 

more happie fame then thofe : 
Who feekes of deepe dftralogie, 

the fecrets to difclofe. 
To fhewe what euery Planet yeeldes, 

what force he doth infufe 
To humaine mindes : what properties 

the Iouialiftes doe vfe. 
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What follempe fits the Saturnijies, 

what qualities they haue. 
How Mars with choller much aduft, 

doth caufe his crue to raue. 
And what difeafes incident, 

by euery Planet raigne : 
The caufe, th' effects, and proper name 

of euery greefe and paine. / 
But this his fkill with rare delight, 

is fawced in fuch fort : 
As grauer heads may counfell finde, 

and yonger yeares difport 
Both by his learned cenfure may 

mod pleafaunt profite gaine : 
With friendly fpeech and praifes due, 

then recompence his paine. 

Finis. Henry Gale, Mafter 
of Artes. 



In Epicureos. 

FOnd Epycurus with thy crue, 
which fcornes the courfe of heauenly 
frame: 
Bend downe thine eye and take a viewe, 

perufe this worke and blufh for fhame : 
To fee thy doating doomes refeld, 

which tafte of nought but earthly flime : 
And now by right and force compeld, 

to yeeld to trueth in this our time. 
Wherein Aftrologie her famous lore, 

doth iuftly claime her facred due. 
As Greene hath prou'd fhe did before : 

and now her praifes doth renue, 
With fuch furpafling wit and fkill, 

as fhall difplay thy brutifh will. 

Finis. George Meares 

Gentleman. 



In MvcrapxyS' 

Ride Epicure deum, gere nejcia petlore fati, 

finge nihil cceli Jignificare faces 
Crede mihi, ad nigrum quando raptaberis orcum : 

Hie tua quod pleblat Jcommata Numen erit. 

S[t]ultum pecus eft, non homo, quicunque Aftro- 
nomiae ftudio non tenetur : cuius neminem nifi 
deum authorem & repertorem faciundum puto. 
Plato. 






A briefe Apologie 

of the facred Science of 
Aftronomie. 

Lazomenius Anaxagorus being de- 
manded wherefore he was borne, 
anfwered, to behold the Heauens, 
and that whether his feete could 
not carry him, hee might with fight 
and minde arriue: thinking that man was there- 
fore framed, with an vpright countenance to 
behold the heauens, and as it were in a Glaffe to 
contemplate the glorious Maieftie of his Creator, 
that he might not wholy addict himfelfe to the 
fading pleafures of this worlde : nor be drowned 
with doating on the momentary delights of thefe 
earthly felicities, but applie his actions and thoughts 
in confidering the deuine eflence which might 
drawe him to loue and honour fuch a God, as had 
wrought fuch a miraculous frame. But iniquitie 
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hath fo greatly altered the ftate of times, and fuch 
is the peruerfe nature of man, that hee wholy 
forgetteth the caufe of his Creation, and with 
Poliphemus in Homer, doe almoft deny that there is 
any God, or careth for the fight or knowledge of 
the heauens, and with the Epicures, placeth his 
content in his Vineyards, and granaries, gaping 
after pelfe, and thinking his contemplation high 
enough in gazing after the painted fliadowes of 
fading riches : in which (becaufe waking he doth 
fleepe, and fleeping he doth watch : being hongrie, 
yet filled, and though neuer fo / full, yet with 
the thirftie Serpent Hydafpis is neuer fatisfied), 
He doth with Antyphanes pronounce this fentence, 
Mortalia mortales decent. Efteeming the contepla- 
tions of the heauens & heauenly mifteries to be 
vaine and ridiculous, and with doting Democritus 
carying in their minds this peeuifh Paradox. 

Mitte Arcana Dei, Ccelumque inquirere quid Jit : 
Cumfis mor talis, quajunt mortalia cur a. 

But this fentence : quam Epicurifmum oleat, let the 
learned iudge, whofe deuine thoughts reache vp to 
the fkies, and there with fecret contemplation doth 
contemne the baze minds of fuch as with the 
Scarab Flye, delighteth only to Hue in dung and 
mire : whofe peeuifh difpofition Tully in his Somnio 
Scipionis doth exclaime againft, where he faineth 
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that Scipio being tranflated vp to the Heauens, and 
feeing the vanitie of thefe fond worldlings, doth 
cry out againft their folly, and codemne them as 

.mad men, which wonder at any mortall thing, 
when onely thofe "heauenly and fuperibur maruels 
are to be contemplated and admired. Thrife 
vnhappy then wee he thought, who are not 
delighted with this fweete and pleafaunt contem-- 
plation, and whofe minds are not moued with the 
wonderfull works of God and Nature. He is a 

. foolifh beaft, not a man fayth Plato, whiche is not 
delighted with the ftudie of Aftronomie : whereof 
God himfelfe is the author: in which opinion is 
Marcus Manilius in his Aftronomkall difcourfe to 
Auguftus Cafar, where he denieth it to be poflible, 
that the knowledge of things fo farre different from 
vs, mould bee comprehended by any mortall man, 

•without a deuine infpiration giuen vnto them from 
God, which he noteth in thefe words. 

Fcelix qui ad/ydera mittit 
Sydereos oculos, propiufque ajpectat Olympum : 
Cognatamque Jequens mentemje quarit in Aftris. 

But no maruel though the ignorant do inueigh 
againft this facred fcience, whe as the learned men 
. themfelues do neither / make account of Aftrologie, 
nor yet exercife it : But when by chaunce they 
happen vpon any that do for want of fkil progno- 
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fticate any thing amifle, they ftraight codemne the 
itarres and hate Aftrologie it felf : iudging it rather 
falfe and friuolous, the either true or neceffarie : 
much like them which hearing an vnfkilfull 
• Mufition fing, rafhly without reafon doe defpife 
Muficke it felf. As touching the antiquitie of 
this facred Science, and the firft inuentors thereof, 
I will make briefe reporte, that both the ignoraunt 
and learned may perceiue in what credite it hath 
beene with our Aunceftors. The firft finders out 
of the fecret mifteries of Aftronomie were the 
Ethiopians : the caufe thereof proceeding partly of 
the wifedome of that Nation (for in al other 
things they haue a marueilous prouident forefight) 
partly of the oportunitie of the Region wherein 
they inhabite : for becaufe with them there is a 
continuall clearnefle of the Skye, without any 
mutation of the yeare, meafured with an equall 
and temperate proportion : So that when they firft 
fawe the Moone not alwaies appearing with the 
fame countenance but of a variable fhape, chauging 
from one forme into an other, they thought this 
matter worthie with great diligence to bee fought 
out : in which queft after they had waded a while 
with induftrie, they found that the Moone had no 
proper light of her o[w]ne, but borowed it of the 
Sunne. They alfo fought out the courfe of the 
Starres, which wee call wandring Starres or Planets, 
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difcouering their eflence, nature, effects and 
qualities, giuing them names according to their 
proper and peculiar vertues. Thefe things firft. 
the Ethiopians foud out in the Heauens : then they 
taught this Art (although then imperfect) to the 
Egiptians, who found out the reafon of Diuination, 
increafing the Science greatly : mewing the perfect 
courfe and motion of euery Starre, the number of 
the yeres, moneths and howers, meafuring the 
moneth by the courfe of the Moone, and the yeare 
by the annuall reuolution of the Sunne. To which 
alfo they added great matters, fetting downe the 
order of the wandring Starres, and fixed Starres, 
appointing the / Zodiacke and the twelue fignes 
through which they pafle by courfe, painting them 
forth in diuers ftiapes and figures: fome repre- 
fenting men, others Foules, beaftes, and Fifties : 
whereof the Egiptias did vary in their holy rites. 
For al the Egiptians did not diuine generally by 
all the twelue fignes, but did feuerally ech one 
vfe his particular. Therfore they honored a Ram 
which deuined by Aries: they eate no Fifties 
which take any annotation by Pifces : neither doe 
they kill a Goate which refpect Capricornus. What 
other thing did their Idoll Apis portend, but their 
Aftronomical coniectures by Taurus} Thus the 
Egiptians proffited greatly in this Science : wherein 
prefently after the Lybians began to excel, and after 
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them the Babylonians, who affirme they were the firft 
finders out of Aftronomie : but I thinke the Science 
was long vfed by the Ethiopia's, before the Baby- 
lonians had any perfect fight therein. The Gretians 
neither receiued the knowledge of Aftrologie of the 
Ethiopians nor Egiptians : But Orpheus the fonne 
ofJEgar and Calliope, was there firft Schoolemaifter, 
who taught them no plaine way but in darke 
problemes and mifteries : For he inftituted certaine 
Feaftes called Orgia : wherein vpon his Harpe he 
deliuered them in Sonnets the principles of Aftro- 
logie. Furthermore, by his Harpe which had 
feuen firings, he did reprefent the confent of the 
moueable Starres : which when he did ftrike he 
did ouercome all things, and mooued both Stones, 
Birds and Beaftes. The Poets by this fignified 
his great fkill and induftrie in Muficke : & the 
Gretians willing to honour him, appointed him a 
place in the Heauens, wherein a few Starres being 
conioyned in one circle, is called Orpheus Harpe : 
fo that if euer you fhall fee Orpheus either carued 
in a Stone, or painted out in colours, he fitteth in 
the middeft like a Mufitio holding a Harp in his 
hand, & about him- a great multitude of creatures, 
amongft which there is a man, a Bull and a Lyon, 
reprefenting that part of the Zodiack nereft vnto the 
which he doth approach. It is reported alfo that 
Tyrejias the Boetian, was very famous in the art of 
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deuina / tion : And the Poets faine that he was 
both man and woman : but for no other caufe then 
that he found out how the Signes and Planets were 
fome feminine and fome mafculine. It is euident 
alfo how greatly the Gretians efteemed the Science 
of Aftrologie, whenas Atreus and Thiefies ftriuing for 
their fathers Kingdome, were by a common confent 
of the Argiues allotted, that whether of them 
excelled others in Aftronomie fhould enioye the 
Empyre. Then Thieftes fhe wed them of the figne 
of Aries in the Zodiacke, whereof it was fained that 
Thieftes had a golden Ramme. But Atreus tolde 
them of the courfe of the Sunne, and of his rifing 
and fetting, that he was the middeft of the Planets, 
and gaue light to the reft : of his motion, and 
fwiftnefle, and of his peculiar virtues and properties, 
whereof the Argiues made him King and honoured 
him greatly. The like I fuppofe of Bellerophon, 
who I thinke did not ride on a winged horfe, but 
being fkilfull in this Science, was contemplating 
daylie among the Starres, fo that he afcended into 
heauen, not by a flying horfe, but by a wife and 
conceiuing minde. The fame is to be thought 
of Phrixus, the fonne of Athamantes whom the 
Poets reporte was caried vp & downe in the Ayre 
vpon a Ramme. And as for Dedalus the Athenian, 
I efteeme him to be a perfect Aftrologer, in which 
Science he greatly excelled in his time, and in- 
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ftrudted his fonne therein. But Icarus tickled 
forward with the heate of youth, and trufting to[o] 
much in his vnperfedt fkill, began at the firft to 
fearch the deapth of Aftrologie, and to wade fo farre 
in the intricate mifteries thereof, that diming to[o] 
hie he erred from the trueth, and fell headlong 
into the deepe Sea of fupernaturall conceipts : 
whereof the Gretians faid he was drowned in the 
Sea called Mare Icarium: Neither doe I thinke 
that Pajipha[e~\ fell in loue with a Bull, and by the 
meanes of Dedalus obtained her inceftuous pleafure, 
but that hearing by his reporte of the Signe Taurus 
placed in the Zodiacke, fhe fell in loue with the 
fcience of Aftrologie, and by the meanes of Dedalus, 
had (kill in the fame : fo that me was faid, copulare 
cum Tauro. J Amongft them which haue beene 
fauourers of this Arte, fome haue laboured in one 
part and fome in an other : one feeking to knowe 
the perfect courfe of the Moone : fome of the 
Sunne : others of the reft of the Planets, according 
to their particuler difpofition : as Endimion whom 
they faine to haue flept with Luna : and Phaeton 
to be the fonne of Soil : but thefe being fables, 
did yet allude vnto their Aftronomicall qualities, 
wherewith thefe men were feuerally indewed. 
For who is fo fimple to thinke that Eneas was the 
fonne of Venus : or Mynos the fonne of Iupiter : 
Afcalaphus of Mars : or Autolycus of Mercurie : but 
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that in the configurations of their Natiuities, Venus 
was predominant in the one, Iupiter and Mars in the 
others : that as in the begetting or procreation of 
children, they take fome likelihood of their Parents, 
fo being borne vnder one of the Planets, they 
borrowe of them their forme, ftiape, valour, mindes, 
and actions : for by the happie alpect of Iupiter 
Mynos became a King : Eneas borne faire by the 
fauour of Venus : Autolycus giuen to deceipt and 
robberie through the malignaunt influence of Mer- 
curie. Furthermore, neither did Iupiter caft Saturne 
into bondes, nor throwe him headlong into hell, nor 
offer him thefe vnnaturall iniuries which the Poets 
faine. But Saturne is very flow and dull in his 
motion, and is farre remooued from our Horizon, 
fo that his motion may hardly bee marked of 
mortall men : and for this caufe is fayd to ftand as 
though bound in chaines. But who fo narrowly 
confidereth the facred and mifticall verfes of Homer 
and Hejiod, fhall finde their fictions did tende to the 
difcouerie of Aftrologie. For whereas he telleth 
of the chaine of Iupiter, and of the Darts of Sol, I 
doe think he meaneth their irradiation : in fliewing 
the Cities which Vulcan did ingraue in the Target, 
of the Adulterie of Mars and Venus, and there 
difclofing by all the Gods, refpedteth onely the 
mifteries of this Science. And although Homer 
hath fnewed of the concurfe of Venus and Mars : 
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yet in other verfes, he feuerally defcribeth there 
diuers influence, as thus. / 

Tute Venus iucunda magis connubia cura. 

Then as touching Martiall affaires, 

CunEta haic cur a fuerint Marti atq. Mynerua. 
Thefe things mooued our aunceftors greatly to 
efteeme of Aftrologie, fo that they neither builded 
citties : made or edified any walles, killed any man: 
nor married any wiues, before they had afked 
counfell of the Aftronomers. Yea, the very Oracles 
of the Prophane gods were not different from the 
Arte of Aftrologie. For at Delphos euery virgin 
deliuered the meaning of Apollos doomes, which 
reprefented the figne Virgo, & in Dydymus he had 
a Temple which fignified the Figure of Gemini : in 
fine, Aftrologie was fo honoured, and counted fo 
holy a thing, that Licurgus the Lawgiver of the 
Lacedemonians, did'partly direct the gouernment of 
his comon-weale, by the courfe of the Heauens : 
inftituting a Lawe, that when they would inuade 
any forraine nation, they fhould not go to warre 
before the full of the Moone : thinking that the 
adminiftration of a Cittie was not all one in the 
full and in the wane. But although our aunceftors 
were thus ftudious of Aftronomie, and delighted 
greatly in the fcience : yet in thefe our daies we 
afErme that it is impofTible to find any end of this 
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arte, becaufe it is neither certaine nor true, and 
that neither Mars nor Iupiter are mooued in the 
•Heauens for our caufe, neither haue the Planets 
any care of humane actions : but are neceflarily 
caried about in their Globes & fpheares. Vnto 
which foolifli obieftion, not I, but Ptolomie doth 
anfwere. 

Aioftellas in ccelo,fuo quidem motu volui : Caterum 
obiter eius motus effetlum ad nos peruenire. An vis 
equo currente, & gallinis, ant hominibus tumultuariti- 
bus, lapides Jubfilire, Jiipuldsque moueri ventis curju 
concitatis, & fyderum vertigine nihil aliudeffici, quam 
pro motu propofito ? Quum modici ignis ad nos color 
defluat, nee prorfus noftra caufa ignis ardeat (non 
enim cura Mi eft noftra calefaSfio) cur fyderum nullum 
recipiemus defluxum? Jane fieri non poteft, vt per 
aftrologiam ex mails bona faciamus, neq. mutare 
quicquam earum rerum, qua ab Mis ad nos / dema- 
nant. Thus much Ptolemey. Now I thinke, y 
according to Ptolomey this fcience is very pro- 
fitable : to them which vfe it well. For whenas 
by a perfect calculator profperitie and fortunate 
fuccefle is prognofticated vnto vs, they breede in vs 
a delightfull hope that they mail enfue : but when 
any finifter mifhappes are forefhewed and forefeene, 
•then they are leffe greeuous, becaufe they are 
warely lookt for, and fo by time the burden of fuch 
infuing daungers, by a prouident forefight is fome- 
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what mittigated, and this is my fimple cenfure of 
Aftrologie : which I conclude with the Golden 
verfes of Ouid, in his firft booke de Faftibus. 

Fcelices anim<£ quibus h<ec cognofcere primum, 

Inque domos fuperas fcandere curafuit: 
Credibile eft Mis pariter vitijfq. iocifq., 

Altius humanis exeruijfe caput. 
Non Venus &? vinum Jublimia peffiora f regit : 

Officiumque fori, milititeue labor : 
Non leuis ambit io, perfufaque gloria fuce : 

Magnarumque fames Jollicitauit opum. 
Admouere oculis diftantiajydera noftris : 

Mtheraque ingenio propofuere Juo. 



AMICO SVO AMAN- 

TISSIMO FRANCISCO HANDO 

In Artibvs Magistro Dia- 

logus fanequam venujius ex operibus 

loan : Ioui : Ponta : brevifiima 

excerptus Dicatus. 

§>uo docetur quatenus Cceleftium prognofticorum fignifi- 

catione procedant. Et quod voluntas Jolius hominis 

propria illis nequaquam Jubjiciatur : modo 

Jenfuum titillationibus, & cupiditatum 

illeclamentis non 

acquieuerit. 

Robertas Greenus : fc? Francifcus Handus. 

Handvs. 

[Fid ni mihi cum aftrologis helium fit? Cum 

Iouianum hunc vides qui tarn multajcripfit 

de Jyderibus, J<epe numero illis irafci, nee 

omnino Jatis bene de illorum diftis atque 

enuntiatis /entire cum tamen eius dijciplin<e fit ipje 

mirifice ftudio/us. Quuanquam vt mihi Jemper vifus 

eft non vt Ioannes Pycus in ipjam difciplynam armis 
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equifque quod dicitur erumpit, cum Mam tueatur vt 
cognitu maxime dignam ac pene diuinam. Sed Aftro- 
logos quo/dam vt parum ■cautos minimeque prudentes 

infetlatur ac ridet. 

Greenvs. 

Non temere hoc quidem, Hande, quid enim magis 
ftue abfurdum, fine temerarium, quam quod coniecluris 
precipue conftet, id neceffarium ejfe velle ? Cum enim 
cceli,fyderumque agitatione inferior a hac (quod liquido 
apparet) citatu moderentur fuo : nequaquam tamen 
qua ab Mis innuuntur, ijsdem numeris, eadem quo- /que 
qua portenduntur via vbique eueniunt : quod res 
ipf<e inferiores fuperioribus Mis caufs, aut non omni 
e parte ajfentiantur, aut repugnent. 
Handvs. 

Sunt Ma igitur caufte agentes ac prima, ha verb 
patientes, ac fecunda. 

Greenvs. 

Nimirum funt : nam nee calor ipfe folis vbique eft 
equalis nee terrarum fitus idem, ac par omnium, 
duodque ad communium res fpetlat, voluntates ipfa 
noftra, modo fenfibus imperare voluerimus, libera 
quidem funt, fyderalibufq. agitationibus aliquanto 
validiores : quod quonam modo fiat, id ft aperuerim, 
non indignum conuentu ifto videatur. Qjialuor 
hac corpora, quaq. alio nomine funt elementa, & 
materiam generationi fuggerut, vel ipfa eadem potius 
funt materia, quatuor humoresfubminiftrant, ex quibus 
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hac conftant omnia. Hi pro muto fiolis, lunaque, ac 

vtriufique habitu (ne de alijs nunc loquamur ftellis) 

in ajfiduo vbiq. funt, aut incremento, aut imminutione, 

qua e regeneratio cietur atque corruptio : £s? proinde 

in eodem nunquam perfifiunt ftatu : quando £s? Jolis 

&? luna mutationes ipfi quoq. imitentur : ac luna 

continenter pene flutluet. Sol vero erraticis cum 

ftellis nunc fit ipfe proprior, nunc contra remotior ab 

regionibus quas incolimus, Quibus e rebus 6? incre- 

menta fequuntur humorum qualitatumque, £f? item 

imminutiones. Has ad res per multum etiam conferunt 

regionum tumjitus, turn habitus : cum Apulia, Libia, 

jEgiptus, aptior Jit calori, ficcitatique augenda quam 

aut Germannia, aut Gallia : ha verb quam ilia 

frigori atque humeclationi. Ad hac terrarum alia no 

multam quidem hominum exigunt aut operam, aut 

induftriam in re frumentaria procuranda : alia 

contra Juapta natura par urn Junt feraces. Quid^qubd 

habitus ipfe locorum alibi obtujiora gignit ingenia 

alibi magis acuta, eademq. ; verfiutiora ? Quo fit vt 

tarn mult a quoque rerum earundem fint varietates : 

quod in Japoribus potijjimum, at Juccis oftenditur : 

itemq. in animalibus,fiue fieri s fiue alitibus : etiam 

in celeritate eorum, turn etiam in ftatura & robore : 

vt humor es ipfi nonfiolum cceli & ftellarum agitationes 

fiequantur, verum etiam agrorum naturas, ac regionum 

tumfitum turn habitum. Quod cum itajit, ne ftellarum 

quidem effetliones vbiq. aut eadem, aut pares ejfe 
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pojfunt. Qua qui Afirologus probe conjiderauerit, vix 
ilk longius aberrauerit a cceleftium prognofticoru 
fignificationibus vere pronuntiandis : quousq. ; tamen 
conieclura ipfajefe tuto confer re poterit. Hac igitur 
ipfa, cum tantopere inter Je difjentiant, ac tarn fint 
cognita difficilia, quam profeSlo funt, nata eft hinc 
obferuatio : cuius proprium eft intueri, quae appareant 
Jigna : eaque animaduerfa, multumque retenta in 
mente, quid tandem adferant expeclare : indeque a re 
ipfa prognoftica dicla funt. Non tamen vt femper 
praftent qua promittere videantur fed quod plarumq. 
tantum, cum £5? medici, &? nauta, ipfi quoque agricola 
in curationibus, agritudinibufq. ite in pluuijs aut 
ferenitatibus fruguq. prouentu, aut huberiore, aut 
modico non rarofe afignis deceptos queratur. Minus 
vt mirum videri debeat,fi Aftrologi quoq. fallantur : 
cU ipfa aliquando caufa in vice pugnent, aclionefq. ac 
pajjiones inter fefe (vt diclu eft) no vno modo diffentiat. 
"Tertio ante anno Capanus ager aftiuis pluuijs plus 
folito laborauit : eodem tamen tempore in agro Brutio, 
ac Crotonienfi, de nimia ficcitate atq. aftu vinea 
exaruerunt. Hinc igitur vance MathematicorU pra- 
dicliones, quod ad ea qua portendi videntur a ftellis, 
non omnes cdueniant fimul caufa : per multaq. eos 
lateat, quemadmodum & medicos. Et hi quidem 
fruftra haberi folent, non folum propter naturam 
morbi, & humorum parum cognitam, verum etiam 
agrotantium, & regionis, aerifque ipfius ob alias 
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caufas, atque alias, ac turn ventoru turn exhalationum. 
Illi vera propter incognitas ftellarum mifturas, aut 
quod in id tempus incidant fignificationes aliquarum 
Jiue copulationum, Jiue eclipjum aut cometarum, multis 
ante annis eas portendentium, qua parum quidem 
obferuata fuerint. Interdum, quod regio ipja per- 
niciofis a ventis aut vexetur, aut a. Jalubribus defen- 
ditur, plufque venti ad prohibendum valeant, quam 
ad nocendum hoftilis ftellarum irradiatio. An non 
hetruria maritime pleraque peftilens eft or a, propter 
paludes, halitufque malignos ab his afflatus, aurasq. 
illos agit antes : cum collina eius regionis Junt quam 
Jaluberrimie ? Itaque, £s? in locis Mis paluftribus 
falutiffer<e ftellarum configurationes parum prodejfe 
per aftatem poterunt : &? collina Jalubritati non adeo 
maligne nocebunt ac peftilentes. Patrij quoque mores 
confuetudinefque, £s? municipales artes, necnon inftituta 
turn publica, turn domeftica, multum in vtramque 
partem conferunt Jyderalibus configurationibus . Quid, 
quod reru certa cognitio eaque Jcientia dicitur in 
generalibus per fcrutationibus verfatur ? Quis igitur 
humorum ex quibus conftamus Jingulares adjequi poffit, 
Jiue commiftiones, fiue temper atur as ? Quis cur/us 
fyderu particulares vires, qua turn abftrufijfima Junt, 
turn pene etiam infinite ? Quis item aduerjantium, 
inter Je caujarum digladiationes particulatim cognitas^ 
& objeruatas habeat, & quantum, £5? quoufque ? 
Itaque illi ipfi qui ad particulares pradiSliones dila- 
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buntur, ab ipfo etiam Ptolomeo habentur derifui : 
Cum necejje Jit eorum coniekluras, obferuationefq. ; hac 
in parte vacillate : ipfafque nonfolum deer rare a via, 
verum turpijjime delabi, deque veftigio mere. Vides 
igitur Hande vnde tarn multi Mathematicorum 
errores proficifcantur coniecluraque tarn fallaces : vt 
iure quidem irajci Mis & pojfis, £sf debeas, in 
pefiilentijs pr<sdicendis, itemq. in fterilatibus, tempes- 
tatibus, alluuionibus, &? euentis alijs. 

Veniamus nunc ad hominum voluntates, quibus fi 

Jeje ipfte Jenfibus dominandas permiferint, nihil eft 

fluxius, imbellius, atque etiam fratlius, domabiliusque . 

Contra nihil quod fit Mis generofius, robuftius, im- 

periofiufque, vbi fen/us ipfos eorumque illeclamenta 

nihili fecerimus, miferimufq. Jub iugum. Vendidit 

Marco Cato confetlum iam Jenio equum : quicum 

ipfe fiue conful, fiue prator militauerat. Marcus 

inquam Cato optimus Jui temporis orator, optimus 

Jenator, optimus imperator, fie enim eft habitus. Cur 

vendidit et quid voluit : quid plus apud eum attenuis- 

fima ilia valuit parjemoniia cura, quam ratio, &f 

Jenatore, fcf oratore, fc? imperatore, tarn valide etiam 

Jpetlato digna. Quodque vfurpare ejjetfolitus, bonum 

patrem familias vendacem ejfe oportere magis, quam 

emacem, voluit etiam in re Jua preceptum idpertina- 

cifiime tenere. At coatlus eft ad hoc ipfum ab natalitia 

call, ftellarumq, configuration. ' O calum auaris- 

fimum, o ftellas tarn attenuate ac Jordenter parcas, 
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qua in hoc turn attente, at tanto opere peruicaces. 
Potuit procul dubio cceli, ftellarumque configuration 
Marcum Catonem facere ad Parjimoniam propenfiorem, 
propter humorum e quibus conftaret compatJionem : 
non tamen vt cii Jumma &? fenatorum, £s? ciuium 
Romanorum fiue accufatione, fiue irrifione, militarem, 
vel confularem potius equum, viliffimo etiam captus 
pretio venderet : ac Ji equus tile, nafcente Catone,foli- 
citas fie I las etiam defua venditione fecerit. 

Ptolomeus ALgipti rex for or em Juam duxit vxorem, 
impuljus videlicet expugnatufq. natalis cceli, acftellarum 
themate. O prophanum ccelum cum themate etiam 
tarn impuro, & inquinato : in quo tarn immanis 
repofita ejfet libido. Qjuis vel etiam Jumme improbus, 
ac peruicax ajfeuerare hoc audeat ? Etenim configu- 
rationes ilia intemperantiam tantam portendunt 
humorum £sf concretionis cor'porea atque in re quidem 
venerea : detur etiam &? in for or ea coniunffione. An 
non fceliciffimus ipfe rex, &f potentiffimus, poterat quod 
quidem noluit, fororem fuam alij matrimonio locare 
ipfeq aliam fibi ducere ? At medici, vel modicis 
adhibitis medicamentis, humorem, qui nimius fit 
temperant,coguntq.fub reguld: qui nimius atq.attenu- 
atus, eu exfufcitant, & attolut. 'Tu vero rex eximie 
minime potuifti nefarid ifid libidinem continere : quod 
videlicet noluifii. Patrauit igitur fcelus hoc, quia 
voluit, nam ft noluifjet, qua diximus via euitare Mud 
omnino poterat. Quod vt patraret, credibile eft multas, 

3 
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varidfque in ea re cogitationes confumpfiffe : fed pa/Jus 
eft a libidine tandem Je vinci. At apud Per/as 
eiufmodi matrimonia, & erant vfttata, &? conceffa : 
fecutufque eft ipfe finitima gentis exempla. lam j qua 
promptitudine Jecutus eft ipfe Per/as ? Cur non Mace- 
done s/ecut us eft ipfefuos ? Laudatijfimqfq. Macedonum 
reges ? Nequaquam autem Jecutus eft, quia noluit : 
quia imperari maluit fibi a libidine, quam ipfe libidini 
imperare. I nunc & ccelum incufa, ac ft e lias, nefariaf- 
que ftellarum configurationes. 

Nero Auguftus fingulari fuit crudelitate nobilitatus: 
qui s fan a tamen cogitationis inficietur, in procreando 
Nerone feminis, humorumque temperaturam, e qua 
fotus ipfe, & concretus eft, apprime malignam fuiffe ? 
ftellafque ipfas earn ad rem plurimum adiumenti con- 
tuliffe, vt fuapte natura Nero procliuis effet, atque 
incitus adfauiciam? Fuere igitur huius rei caufa, 
turn natura ipfa e qua Nero conftitit, quod male effet 
fermentata, tu ftellarum malus habitus, peruerfaq. 
configuratio, qua aut humorem fecuta eft, malignum 
ilium quidem, atque peruerfe affetlum : aut eum 
malignitate, ac depriuatione affecit fua. Eft, detur 
hoc quidem. At inuenire noua fuppliciorum genera 
inujitataque excogitare tormenta, & cum artifice con- 
uenire, qua via ad maternum naufragium nauicula 
expertum ftrueretur, Neronis hac fuit,fanguinariaq. 
eius volUtatis, non ftellarum ac cceli. Fuit autem 
Neronis, quia voluit, voluit aute, quod ab ambitione 
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rapiebatur, qua expugnatus, conculcauit ipje rationem. 
Sed define (mi Hande) pluribus tarn exemplis vti, 
maximorum etiam virorum, quorum voluntates vi£ta 
cupiditatibus, autjenfum capta illecebris iereprecipites. 
Quo" circa, his in hum modum explicatis, quaramus 
eadem hac aliquando exploratius. 

Principio, laus omnis, vituperatioq. verjatur in 

voluntaries atlionibus, exijtitq. ab Mis. ghium enim 

(natura duce) moneamur, ad ea cupienda qua boni 

alicuius Jpeciem pra Je ferant, eaq. a fenfibus repre- 

Jententur, de quorum titillatione animus Jeje excitat : 

nonprius tamen ad ea peragenda, quibus adjecuturum 

Jeje ilia confidat, animus ipfe expergifcitur quam 

voluntas quo Jufcitetur : qua initio quidem vt libera, 

ac Jui iuris latius euagatur : poft verb fecum adhibit a 

in con/ilium ratione, ac franum fibi ipfa imponens, eo 

acceptojeje ipfa moderatur, redigitq. intra prajcriptum : 

mox deliberanda eligit, qua pro facultate ac viribus 

eligenda videantur : quin ratione duce, ilia ipfa 

perferuatur diligentius, perpenditque maiore cum 

penfitatione, qua a fenfibus Junt oblata, an talia fint, 

qualis Jpecies coram Jeje offer t : Jint necne vtilia ipfa, 

& iucunda, an rurfum inutilia & molefia. Poft vero 

his perpenjis, & cognitis, euagationeq. ilia tarn libera 

Jub frenum coercita, iter ftatim ingreditur, quo qua 

eligenda ejfe duxit, peruenire ad ea poJJit. Iuris 

itaque, atq. arbitrij eius Juit, vellet necne Jiue eligere 

& perfequi, Jeu nihil omnino curare. Eft igitur 
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Juapte natura, Jiat'imque ex quo Jujcitata eft, libera: 
qua rationem ft Jequatur, libertate vbique Juam & 
tuebitur, & retinebit : fiue relitla ratione a Jenfibus 
delinita Mis objequatur, nimirum, amijfa libertate, 
captiua ducetur &f qua imperare ipja fibi noluit 
imperio Jeruet alieno. Eft igiturfui iuris ac libera, 
quotiesjeje a Jenjun, malorumque cupiditatem vi, ac 
captiuitate, tuebitur. 'Tunc vero facile tuebitur, cum 
excitata inter earn, Jenfus ipjos controuerfia, bona ne 
fint, an mala qua a Jenfibus offeruntur, rationem 
fequitur : illamque fibi in auxilium vocabit : cuius 
etiam confilio vtetur ac ductu. Annon tibi voluntas 
ipfa videatur libera, qua cum fenfibus in certamen 
defcendat ? quaq. viblrix omnino euafura Jit, preter- 
quam ft illorum inftdiofts blanditijs capi Je patiatur. 
Demu quia ad aStiones tunc accingimur, cum voluntas 
ipfa voluerit, & elegerit, £5? decreuerit Jujcipiendu 
aliquodfiue inceptum, Jiue negotium, merito acliones 
ipfa ad voluntatem referuntur ; qua ft cum ratione 
progredietur, nimirum ipfa laudabuntur : contra, 
vituperabuntur, vbi £s? in eligendo, £5? in pro- 
grediendo, de rationis via aberrans, Jenjumque 
delitijs emollita cupiditatem Jequitur ducem, ac illius 
inharebit veftigijs. Non Jolum autem res ipfa, 
atlionejque voluntatem liberam ejfe teftantur, verum 
etiam nomen i-pjum deliberandi : quod videlicet liberum 
eius Jit in decernendo iudicium, velit ne Jujcipere, & 
perjequi, an contra dejiftere, ac fenjuum ipforum monita 
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dilabi Jinere. Legum quoque f conftitutores ac mode- 
ratores populorum idipfum teftantur: cum impunita 
dimittant crimina qua furentes admittunt, ' atque 
infania perciti : quod voluntaria ea minima fint, nee 
furentes ipfi liberi aut Jint, aut haberi debeant. 
Pqftremb autem confiderandum videtur, cumjenfus ipfi 
corporei Jint,fingulique corporeis vtantur inftrumentis, 
vt auribus adaudiendum, oculis ad videndum, naribus 
ad odorandum, palato, linguaque ad guftandum, mani- 
bus fiue alia corporis parte ad tangendum : volunta- 
tem tamen ipfam nulla parte corporis vti, nullaque 
re corporea : quin aut deliberate aut eligit, decernitque: 
quippe cum vis ea, poteftafque, tantum fit animi, atque 
ex omnibus animalibus hominis vnius : quo fit vt 
ceterorum quidem fit fiue impetus, fiue inflinctus 
tantummodo ; homini vero voluntas propria, & 
peculiaris. Igitur fit ftellarum effecliones verfantur 
in corporibus inferioribus, & in his rebus tantum qua 
ex elementis confiant : ipfaque elementa campus quoq. 
quidamfint, in quo ftella vires fuas exercent, quanam 
via voluntates hominS. illarum agitationibus fubietla 
erunt? quarum iurifdiclio tantum fit in elementis 
rebufque elementaribus ? Animus verb, &? incorporeus 
ipfe fit, &? ab omni prorfus elementari qualitate ac 
conditione vacuus : cuius vis potiffima quids fit ipfa 
voluntas : qua affiiones : ad quas homo natus eft, vel 
commendatione honejlet, vel exprobrio damnet, & con- 
temptui projiciat. lure igitur (mi Hande) mathe- 
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maticis illis fuccenfes fcf AJirologis, qui ad omnes res 
futuras predicandas, hominumq. mores, ac for tunas ab 
ipfo ortu Jiatim pronunciandas tarn fint apti, ac fi in 
eis nulla fit liber tas, nulldque deliberandi, aut eligendi, 
fiue ratio, fiue authoritas : qua quidem tanta eft, vt 
homo fui iuris fit in his adminiftrandis omnibus, in 
quibus animus imperare habeat : nee corporis ei opus 
fit minifterio, ac prafidijs. 

Poffunt tamen cceleftes configurationes impedimento 
illis tunc effe, acfefeanimo ipfi opponere: cum corporeis 
atq. externis auxilijs, acfauoribus indigeat. Vbi verb 
atliones folius tantum fuerit animi, fruftra tunc de 
ftellarum atlionibus, ac viribus difputatur : ciim, vt 
dixi, animus ipfe liber fit, ac fuapte arbitratu eligat, 
decerndtque. 

Hac habui tecum (mi Francifce Hande) tudmque 
in defenfionem qua hie dicer e : JLongius fortaffe quam 
portio dicendi ferret mea : breuius certe quam res 
ipfe exigit. ^uamobrem finem his faciam : fi prius 
tamen hoc fubdiderim : Hominum illorum numerum 
oppido quam exiguum effe, animum qui colant, animiq. 
arbitratu vtantur, atque imperio : cum multitudo 
fere vniuerfa corpori fit omnino debita, corporeifque 
illecebris : vt fortaffe Mathematicis ipfis & AJirolo- 
gis permittendumfit, laxiffimis etiam habenis currere 
ad Apotellefmata pronuntianda. 





Saturne, Iupiter, Mars, 

Sol, 
Venus, Mercurie, Luna. 

Saturne. 
Am fory Venus, that thou art des- 
cended from mee beeing a God, or 
jft that the deftinies (not to bee con- 
trolled) haue appointed thee for a 
I . Goddeffe : but especially that thou 
art one of the vii. Planets, whofe celefliall influences 
are predominant in terreftriall creatures. I heare 
the complaints of the which are fkilfull in the 
calculation of natiuities, exclaiming againft thy 
thrife accurfed conftellation, for by thee, Venus, the 
prime of yeeres which ought to bee fpent in vertues, 
is confumed in idle vanities. Youth which in the 
golden age delighted to trie their vertues in hard 
armours, take their onely content in delicate and 
effeminate amours : through thee young mindes 
are blinded with lafciuious loue, and aged yeeres 
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peftered with frefh affections : thou doeft inchaunt 
the heartes of men with vnfitte fancies, and layeft 
beauty as a fnare to intrappe vertue. Loue (as 
they whom hapleffe experiece hath taught make 
report), is the onely plague which infecteth the 
myndes of mortall men, and what daungerous 
euentes proceede of this franticke impreflion, 
fpringe, fond Venus, of thy accurfed influence : fo 
that if the Gods woulde bee ruled by me, thou 
fhouldeft not onely be depriued of thy place among 
the Planets, but exiled from all dignitie in the 
heauens and denyed to haue any more power vpon 
earth./ 

Venus. 
Saturn, if Gods might waxe old as they are 
immortal, I wold thinke age had made thee doate, 
but I neede not deceyue my felfe, for it is thy 
accuftomed melancholy that driueth thee into thefe 
bitter inueclyues. Thou art forie that I am come 
of thy lyne, and I therefore difcent becaufe the 
deftinies haue appoynted my progenie from fuch 
a peeuifh Parent, whofe celeftial (but infortunate) 
impreflion ioyned with a perpetuall vnluckly 
irradiation, breedeth both in mens mindes and 
bodies fuch haplefle paflions, fawfed with fo bitter 
and wofull euents, as I forrow to heare their 
curfing complaintes, and fhame to defced from the 
race of fuch a defpifed Planet. Whereas contrary 
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in the courfe of al configurations, whether I be in 
fome improper and finifter houfe, or my vertue 
darkened with fome vnlucky afpect either in Con- 
iunction or Oppofition, yet the mildneffe of my 
influence doth alwaies mittigate, though not extin- 
guifhe, the cruell difpofition of all other infortunate 
ftarres. And further fyr, to mew that your inuectiue 
fauoureth more of rancour the of reafon, I fay that 
thofe natiuities which are fauoured wyth my happye 
afpecte, difpofe the minde to a continuall prone- 
nefle and forwardneffe : vnto pitie, friendfhippe, 
aniity, and loue. Loue ? yea Loue I fay, as 
neither God nor man iuftly can gainfay, which oft 
times pacifieth difpleafures among heauenly powers, 
and appeafeth debates among earthlye creatures. 
It is y enemie to diffention, the friend to quiet, 
yea the preferuer & conferuer of humane actions, fo 
that what is done well, either is loue or proceedeth 
from loue. But Saturne, let thofe two crabbed 
Philofophers, who hated loue, and fed vpon gall 
and melacholy, I meane Timon and Aparmantus: 
come forth, and thou malt heare them with bitter 
curfes, accufe thy Saturnine complexion, to be the 
fpur that prickt them forward to their defperate 
philofophie. 

Mars. 
Truth Venus, & therefore Saturne for a while by 
the cohfet of his own fon Iupiter, was moft iuftly 
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exiled, for y through his peeuifti frowardnes, neither 
could the gods agree in heauen, nor / men vpon 

earth. 

Iupiter. 
Mars, you miftake the matter : my father 
Saturne is the moft noble of all the planets, for 
his influence is principally predominant in age, 
wherein vayn thoughtes and frefh affections are 
fupprefled, and wifedome onely beares fwaye, 
breeding in mens minds a hatefull contempt of 
vice, and" a happie defire of vertue, &' therefore 
the golden age wherin al liued iuftly was called 

Adas Saturnea. 

Luna. 

Turn Iupiter, blame not Mars, his hande is on his 
halfepenie, he plaieth like the Lidian ftone, which 
rubbed with the iuice of Mandrake becommeth 
hot where before it is moft colde. Venus is the 
goddefle of beauty, and will loue : Mars a god, 
& muft loue : let not his broken coyne ftand for 
ftarling, for he fpeaketh of affection : all the Gods 
either do know it or may know it 

Mars. 
Luna your reproch maye bee counted a praife, 
for there is no hold to be taken at your words, 
whofe verdict is- fo variable, y ere Iupiter can turne 
his backe, you wil chaunge your tale, neuer (inging 
one fongue, nor remaining in one mynd, leaft if 
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your cenfure fhould at any time be al one, you 
might be thought not to be Luna. But it is for 
you to talke with the goddefles not with the gods. 

Saturne. 

Mars, Luna hath reported as much as fhe can 
proue, and yet no more then we know, but letting 
her defend her own quarrel, I fay, that refpecting 
your own lucklefle conftellation, it were moft fit 
for you to hold with Saturne, for wrath, enuie, 
warres, choler, bloud, murther, hatred, proceedeth 
fro your influence. 

Mercurie. 

Not fo Sir, in this I will fpeake for Mars, hee 
breedeth in mens mindes valour, prowefle, magna- 
nimity, courage, conftancy, refolutions without 
feare, & fetled determination, without change. 

Iwpiter. 
And you Mercurie, pollicies, fleights, faire pro- 
mifes & fmall / performance, caufing men by your 
variable impreflion to flatter friend or foe, to fweare 
in mouth, and forfweare in hart, to beare two faces 
vnder a hood, to carry a Lamb in his fhield, and 
a Tygre in his bofome : with the one hand to 
prefent fpice, and wyth the other hemblocke. 

Sol. 
Is it not a fliame, right mightye Gods, that your 
grauities fhuld be fo blinded with raging choler as 
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to your own discredit, to rippe vp thofe thinges 
which ought not fo much as in fecrete to be thought 
or named ? ceafe then from thefe defpiteful taunts 
and let vs wafhe downe thefe bitter wordes with a 

cup of fweet nectar. 

Saturne. 

Not fo Sol, we will haue Venus wanton toyes 
difcouered in heauen, that her lafciuious alluremets, 
may be auoided on earth. I will proue her by 
inuincible arguments, to be the moft pernitious of 
all the Planets, and if ihe and the reft of the Gods 
bee content, nth in order thou art placed in the 
midft of vs all, thou malt be moderator in our 
controuerfies. 

Venus. 

No doubt Saturn, a good motion, for now thogh 
I canot reuenge thy vniuft iniuries by force, yet I 
may plague thee with my tongue, in telling the 
truth. I am content to accept Sol as an indifferent 
Iudge, whofe doome once pronounced, fhal ftand 
without controlment. I will therefore to confirme 
my former reafons, firft, make a perfect defcription 
of Saturnes effentiall eftate, then fhew by a hiftorie 
not vnknown to you al, what hapleffe mifchiefes 
proceed from his infectious influence. 

Sol. 
Sith I am by thefe facred Gods appointed 
Moderator in this controuerfie, I ordaine firft, that 
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Venus fay her mind both in the defcription of 
Saturnes effence, and in rehearfing her hiftorie, vntill 
the ende whereof, without anye quarrellous inter- 
ruptions, I enioyne you al to filence. / 

Venus Aftronomicall defcription of 
Saturne. 
"D Ight mightie Gods, the Chaldeans, Arabians, 
-*- *■ Grecians, and Latinifts, moft fkilfull inter- 
preters of celeftiall mifteries, doe with Claudius 
Ptolomeus and Galen call the ftarre of Saturne 
intemperate, infortunate, and ill affected, perhaps 
for the melancholie humor which with a fecreat 
violence doth rage and raigne in humane bodyes, 
procuring by his Saturnine influence, both cold and 
drinefle, as Ptolomeus in Libro primo Apotellefmaton, 
doth witnefle in thefe woordes : 6 Se rov xpovov 
daT-rjp irkiov e^ei Tq<r 7roiOT€TOS ev T<3 \^v)(€lv 
/cat, &c. 

The ftar of Saturne is efpecially cooling & fom- 
what drie : which two improper qualities, although 
proper to his nature, how they do ex diametro re- 
pugne thofe two pretious temperatures of humane 
life, I meane heate and moyfture, there is no man 
fo Ample which doeth not perceiue. The nature 
of this ftarre therefore is moft prone to infect and 
corrupt : and yet of force I muft confefle that this 
Melancholie humor doth not in all things, and 
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through all things, fo equally exercife his force and 
vigor, nor fo totally and determinately make fuch 
difmall infufion, but that he hath his particular 
commodities. For as with confections tempered 
by Arte, the Phifitions fometimes procure good and 
holefome effectes : So from this ftarre (although 
infortunate) ioyned in good and perfect tempera- 
ture, mixtion and irradiation, with other ftarres, do 
enfue no meane and fmall commodities, but hac 
aliena nonjuajunt: Whereby we euidently perceiue, 
that to what Art or Science fo euer the Saturnifts 
apply their minds & diligence, in that, for the moil 
part, they do eafely excell all others : To auer the 
which, Plato and Ariftotle do agree, writing that 
they which in all ages haue flourimed in witte, 
Philofophie, Gouernement of common weales, 
Poetrie, or any other Artes, were al of a melan- 
cholick constitution : as Socrates, Pericles, Demos- 
thenes, Archimedes, Vliffes, Scipio, Aiax, Aeneas, 
Democritus, Galen, Cejar, Virgil, Hercules, and 
innumerable other of the fame / fort : whom for 
their continuall ftudies, inceflant labours, profound 
inuentions and deepe cogitations, the hiftoriogra- 
phers haue reported to be fuch. 

Here further is to be noted that Saturne with his 
Melancholie humor doth not erect in all bodies his 
influence equallie, but reprefenteth and refembleth 
the nature of Wine, which for a certaine Idiotropian 
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of bodies and varietie of natures, doeth not affect 
all with the felfefame manner of dronkenneffe : for 
fome it mooueth vnto babling, fome to ftriefe, 
other to vomite, fome to fylence, many to fleepe 
or laughter, and fome vnto rage and choller. So 
Saturne with his Melancholie humor doeth moue 
fome vnto laughter as Democritus : fome vnto 
teares, as Heraclitus : others to pratling, as Therfttes : 
fome to Eloquence, as Nejior : to patience and 
fylence, as Socrates and Vlyjfes : to feare as Pyfander, 
to myrth as Lucullus, to fadneffe as Craffus, to 
muling as Archimedes : in fine, it moueth diuers men 
to diuers affectes, according to the proportion of 
the quantity or qualitie predomynant : All which 
affectes are ftyrred vp by certaine fumes and vapors 
proceeding from Saturnine and Melancholie blood, 
which afcend vnto the Tower of the minde and 
there trouble the vitall fpirites and the braine, 
which, as Galen faith, is the ftorehoufe of the fenfes, 
and vitall actions, whereof enfue diuerfe doubtes, 
thoughts, reafons, difcourfes, opinions, ftudies, and 
phantafies, according (as I faid before) to the 
variable nature in quantitie & quality of the faid 
Mel'acholy bloode puffing Vp fuch grofle fumes and 
vapours as it were out of a hot and fierie matter. 
For we euidently fee that more groffe fmokes and 
fmelles, doe proceede from burnt Oke, then from 
Alder, from fea coale then from wood, from Sulphur 
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then from Frankenfence, becaufe of the diuerfities 
of their fubftance proper to their particular natures: 
fo this ftarre procureth diuerfe effectes according to 
his diuers temperature[s], for fometime it procureth 
boldnefie, as in Hercules: and being much aduft, 
fearefull crueltie,ias in Aiax, continuing long for 
the abundance of the terrene qualitie therein pre- 
dominant, but and if it exceede more in coldneffe 
then either in heate or drinefle, it / ingendreth feare 
and flothfulnefle as in Pyfander & Therjites. By 
thefe former reafons it is euident (yee mightie gods) 
that the infortunate influence of Saturne with his 
Melancholie humour conceiued intemperately in a 
grofle and thicke matter, tourneth as it were, to 
infectious poyfon, which in fome liuing bodies lieth 
deade, as Sulphure remoued from the fire : and in 
other fome flameth out as burning brimftone, which 
not onely burneth but alfo infecteth all thinges 
with his troublefome vapoures and fmokes. To 
be fhort, Saturne of himfelfe is wholly intemperate, 
infortunate, ^nd ill affected, and if it happen that 
hee procureth any good effectes, it commeth by 
the perfect temperature, mixtion, and irradiation of 
other fortunate planets. But feeing I haue Aftrono- 
micallie defcribed the eflentiall nature of Saturne, I 
will now lay open the difpofitions of his Melancholie 
Difciples. 
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A maruelous Anatomie of 
Saturniftes. 
' I N Hefe Saturniftes are ftraunge affefted menne 
■*■ laughing once in their life with Craffus making 
flowe haft in all thinges: carrying Vinager in their 
breaftes : and bying hope with golde : euery where 
holding the Woolfe by the eares : as full of eyes as 
Argus : fmelling at Onyons, yet eating the feede : 
in friendfhippe doubtfull, finally regarding their 
neighbours profite : reiecting the Oxen, yet vfing 
the Carte : brought vp in Heraclitus houfe, and 
taught in the Schoole of the Areopagite : deter- 
mining one thing while they fitte, and another as 
they ftande : hardly with olde Foxes caught in 
the fnare : preferring hate before loue : and with 
one breath blowing both hotte and colde : hardly 
graunting their right hande to any man : more in- 
exorable then Rhadameritus : more cruell in fpeech 
then the Scythians: vncertaine in fure matters, 
alwayes knitting their browes and looking downe 
to the ground : Supping with Hecates, and taking 
counfaile in the night : gaping for dead carcaffes, as 
Vultures: / feeing both before and behinde as Ianus : 
hauing eyes in their hands: which beleeue nothing 
but that they fee, and as the Lattine prouerbe 
faith : Nihil niji quod Ariftophanis &? Cleantis 
lucernam oleat emittentes : in couetoufnefTe infatiable : 
ftrayning all things through a feue : bearing hope 

4 
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in their face ^and forrow in their hearts : knowne 

more by name then by manners : tything mynt and 

Anife {eede : in delayes furpaffmg Scipio, and Fabius: 

changing all into gould as My das: fo many words, 

fo many fenfes: as hardly changing their hayre, 

as the Woo[l]fe : fkilfull Artificers in refembling, or 

difFembling : delighting to feede on fowre Grapes : 

carying bread in the one hand, and a ftone in the 

other : as vnthankfull as Swallowes : in fteede of a 

Fifh giuing a Scorpion : haters of companie, doing 

nothing well but when they die: thinking the 

fauour of any gaine to be fweete, preferring profite 

before ftiame, and requiring tribute of the deade : 

hauing many eares, and many eyes: bearing a 

head without a tongue : more dumbe then Fifties: 

at talke and company, not vttering one worde, and 

yet Sardonio rifu omnia condientes : reaping that 

which other men fow : ignorant in that they 

cheefely know : anfweringall things in three words: 

fearing their owne ftiadowes, and darting at flies : 

licking vp fait and feeding vpon gall : giuing haire 

for wooll, feeking a knotte in a rufh: in life 

refembling cockles : and doing facrifice without 

any fmoake: and thus much for their difpofition. 

Nowe as concerning the difeafes incident to the 

Saturnine conftitution which commonly proceede of 

too much blacke choller, aduft or corruption of 

bloud, cruditye or rawnes : imbecillitie of heart, 
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excefle of cold and drynefle, or aboundance of grofle 
phlegme : they be thefe : Quartaines, Falling fick- 
nefle, Leprofies, Morphes, Canckers, Apoftumes, 
Dropfie, Palfies, Hemoraydes, Bluddy flixe, paine 
of the Guts and Raines, with other more. As 
concerning other thinges, the Saturniftes haue their 
pulfes flow and fmall : fweate, fower, and heauie : 
blacke detections, terrible dreames, as of death, 
Carkafles, Sepulchres, Darknefle, Torments, Diuels, 
and blacke thinges. As touching the foure faculties 
of humaine life, for his fecreat mallice, / Saturne 
chalengeth none : although there bee fome Phifitions 
and Aftrologers that do attribute vnto him the 
facultie Retentiue. In thefe few wordes I haue 
decyphered Saturnes malignant difpofition, and 
nowe by your patience meane to confirme my 
reafons with a pleafant, though Tragical, Hiftory. 

Venus Iragedie. 
' I ''Here dwelled in the Citie of Ferrara a Duke 
■*- called Valdracko, fauoured of his Citizens more 
for feare, us they were fubiectes, then for loue, as 
they were freemen, honoured of ftraungers, who 
had caufe to trafficque in his territories, other wife 
hated of all, whom neither dutie nor profite had 
intangled : For this Valdracko being ftriken in 
age, was of fuch a melancholicke difpofition, as hee 
ruled more after the crabed frowardnefle of his 
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owne doting will, then dyrecting his courfe to 
minifter Iuftice mingled with mercy. Yet in this 
one thing deferuing great commendation, that hee 
was neuer founde to be partiall to any : I meane 
not that he vfed fuch a due proportion of Iuftice, 
but that he loued none but himfelfe. Polliticke 
hee was, (taught by the experience of many yeares) 
hardly admitting any into familiaritie, vnleffe he 
might fell his courtefie for profite, and they buy 
his fauour with repentaunce. But in priuate and 
fecreate counfayles, hee vfed no friende but himfelfe, 
fearing to finde that in others which he found 
rooted in his own canckred ftomacke : So fkilfull 
to fhadow his fpightfull practifes with glofing 
coulours, as refembling the Pyrit ftone hee burnt 
foreft when he was thought moft colde. To truft 
anie he thought was to delpife fecuritie, and to 
defire miftiappe, and therefore knowne more for 
his authority, then by his manners. He caried his 
thoughts fealed vp with filence, pained with that 
which he moft liked : namely fearefull diftruft. 
Hee counted great giftes little goddes, caring not 
if hee might gaine, what meanes hee did vfe to 
gette, counting all thinges honeft that were profit- 
able, and thinking Gall moft fweete if it were 
tempered with Goulde, as the euent of his wretched 
life did / make manifeft. For this Valdracko al- 
though defpighted by the gods and nature, for 
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placing fuch odious qualities in fuch an olde 
carcafle, yet was hee fauoured by Fortune in 
pofTefling large and - fumptuous reuenewes, and 
not onely aduaunced with the title of honour and 
dignities : but alfo, wherein hee raoft ioyed, he 
had one onelie childe called Pafylla, a Ladie fo 
furnifhed with outward ihape of the body, and 
inward qualities of the minde, fo decked with 
the giftes of Nature, and adorned with fundrie ex- 
quifite vertues, as Ferrara did not fo much defpife 
hir Father for his vicious difpofition, as they did 
extoll her fame for her vertuous finceritie. For 
fhee (although to her great griefe) feeing into her 
Fathers lawlefle actions, howe with pretenfed 
flattery, like to the Hiena, he had fnared fome to 
their vtter mifhappe, and that vnder colour of law 
with exacted extortion, he had opprefled the poore, 
fought not onely as farre as fhee durft, to pull 
her Father from fuch inordinate gaines, but alfo 
fecreatly made recompence to fuch as her /ather 
vniuftlie had almoft brought to ruine. This Pafylla 
florifhing thus in happie and deferued fame, was 
generally loued of all, but particularly liked of one 
called Rodento, onely fonne and heyre to an Earle 
in Ferrara called II Conte Ccelio, who on a time 
paffing by the Pallace of Valdracko, chaunced to 
haue a fight of the Lady Pafylla, as fhe ftoode in a 
window talking with a young Gentlewoman, her 
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Cozen Germaine, called Pandyna. Rodento amazed 
at the fight of fuch a heauenly creature, ftood a 
long while aftonifhed at her excellent beautie, info- 
much that Vafilla calling her eye afide efpyed him, 
and with that fhut the cafement, which fomewhat 
daunted the minde of the young Gendeman to be 
fo fodainly depriued of that obiect which fo greatly 
pleafed his eyes. But taking this her modeft dis- 
courtefie in good part, he pafTed on to the Church : 
where hauing deuoutly heard deuine feruice, he 
retourned home, feeling in his minde a fparkling 
heat of affection, which he tooke as a toie of youth, 
rather to be laught at for the fodaine paffion, then 
to be preuented for any infuing daunger. But 
after he had taken his repaft with the Earle his 
Father, he withdrewe himfelfe into his Chamber, 
thinking to beguile the long fommers day with a 
fewe fweet {lumbers, which fell out otherwife: For 
being once folitarie he felt his minde perplexed 
with more vehement and ftraunge paffions : whereas 
before his affection was fcarce warme, now his fancie 
beganne to flame : the Idea of Pafyllas comely 
perfonage prefented it felfe fo liuely into Rodentos 
imagination, as he felt himfelfe halfe fnared with her 
Angular bewtie : which craftie Cupid noting, hauing 
his wings plumde with times Fethers, leaft hee might 
let flippe occafion, feeing this young nouice at dis- 
couert, thought to ftrike while the yron was hot, 
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and fo drew a boult to the head and hitte Rodento 
at the verie heart, which pearced fo deepe as no 
meanes but death coulde euer after cure his maladie: 
for then the fame of Pa/yllas vertuous life began 
to allure him, the report which all Ferrara made of 
her courtefie, was a chain to intangle his freedome : 
her honour, birth, parentage, and incomparable 
beautie gaue fuch fierce aflaultes to his perplexed 
fancie, as no defence of reafon was able to with- 
stand thefe violent impreffions. Rodento feeing 
himfelfe payned with thefe vnacquainted fits, was 
driuen into a quandarie, whither he fhould valiantly 
refill the inchaunting tunes of Cupids forcerie, and 
fo ftande to the chaunce what fo euer the maime 
were, or elfe yeelde to the alluring call of beawtie, 
and fo fpende his youth in feeking, and fing for 
doubtfull, though defired fauours. Tofled a while 
in thefe contrarie thoughts he began to confider at 
laft, that to fixe his fancie vpon Pa/ylla, was with 
the young Griphons to pecke againft the ftarres : 
and with the wolues to barke againft the moone, 
for there had ben fuch a perenmitie betweene the 
houfe of the Valdracchie and the Celij, that neither 
the Duke would condifcende his daughter fhould 
match with him: nor yet the Earle his father be 
content y he fhould fancy Pqfylla. Further 
hee knew that as the hearbe Spattania no fooner 
fprouteth aboue grounde but it blometh, and the 
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Egges of the Lapwing are fca[r]fe hatched before the 
young ones can runne : fo women refembhng the 
Apples of the tree Pala, are fcarce ripe before they 
defire to bee pluckte, and their yeares not able / to 
difcerne loue before they be halfe drowned in 
loue : wherof he might gather that Pofylla being fo 
young, beautifull, and a woman, could not Hue fo 
long but erre this tyme affection had puld her by 
the fleue : if then this his conieclure were true, 
his loue mould reape but loffe, & his paine be 
requited with trauel. Thefe confiderations began 
fomewhat to reprefTe his doting fancies, but Cupid 
not willing to take fo flender a repulfe, fought 
ftraight to race out thefe defpayring thoughtes with 
the comfortable conferues of hope, and to drawe 
Rodento out of the Labirinth of diftrufting feare, 
with the aflured poffibilitie of atchiuing his enter- 
prife. He therefore began to incourage his 
champion with thefe plaufible coniectures : that 
although there had beene a perpetual diffention 
betweene their two houfes, yet there might grow as 
great friendfhip in their heartes, that the enmitie 
of the parentes could not hinder the amitie of the 
children, that Pofylla was a woman, and therefore 
to be wonne : if beautiful, with prayfes : if coie, 
with praiers : -if proude, with giftes : if couetous, 
with promifes : in fine, that as there is no ftone fo 
harde which cannot be cut, no Hawke fo ramage 
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which cannot be manned, no Tygre fo fierce which 
cannot be tamed : fo there is no woman fo infected 
with the bitter poyfon of felfe will, none fo fpotted 
with the ftaine of hellifhe crueltie, nor fo wedded 
vnto wilfull froWardneffe, but they may be drawne 
to -the lure by fome of the forenamed practifes. 
Rodento pricked forward with thefe pithie per- 
fwafions, and 'yet dryuen~backe with the feare of 
fome hopelefle denyall, ftoode diuerfly perplexed, 
whether hee fhould with a momentarie content 
fue after lofTe, or with a long difquiet feeke after 
gaine : remaining a while in thefe doubtes halfe 
franticke with fuch vnaccuftomed fittes he fell into 
thefe paflionate complaintes. 

Ah Rhodento, how art thou diuerfly perplexed : 
driuen either to purchafe haplefle content with 
fading pleafures, or to gaine a happie difquiet with 
enfuing profites : if thou choofe the firft thou art 
like to repente at the laft, if the other, fuer with 
Hercules after painefull laboures to obtaine fame / 
and quiet. The Cafpians fearing to bee ftiffled 
with fweet fauors, weare in their bofomes buds 
of Hemlock, the people Pharujii doubting to furfet 
with drinking the Iuice of lyquorrife, preuent fuch 
perils w chewing Rhewbarbe. It is better to be 
payned with the fling of a fnake, and recouer : 
then bee tickled with the venome of the Tarantula, 
and fo die laughing. Harde, yea hard it is Rodentv, 
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to ride on Seianus horfe for his beauty, and then 
perifh, or to gaine the gold of Tolojfe with aflured 
mifhap. Better it is for a time with forrow to 
preuent dangers, then to buy fading pleafure with 
repentance. Repentance? Why Rodento what 
caufe fhalt thou haue to repent ? Is payn alwayes 
a companion to pleafure i is daunger the handmayd 
to loue i is fancy neuer paynted but treading vpon 
thornes i Yes no doubt, as Cupid hath arrowes y 
doe pierce, fo they make fweete woundes. Venus 
I graunt hath a wrinckle in her brow, but ii. 
dymples in her cheekes : fhe frownes not vpon 
them that facryfice at Paphos, but paines fuch as 
defpife her deitie. Loue Rodento, why doeft thou 
loue : yea alas : and therfore vnhappy becaufe in 
loue, a paffion fo vnfit for thy young yeeres, as if 
thou yeelde to Cupids allurements thou fhalt haue 
caufe either to curfe the deftinies for appointing 
him a God, or accufe the gods for creating thee a 
man. For Loue whatfoeuer y luck be, is alwaies 
tempered with loffe : if thou winne, thy gaines 
fhalbe like theirs, who buy hony mixed with gall, 
the fweetnes not halfe fo much pleafing the taft, 
as the bitterneffe infecleth the ftomake. Parrafius 
drawing the couterfait of loue, painteth her, tickling 
youth on the lefte fide with a feather, and flinging 
him on the right with a Scorpio, meaning that they 
which are fotted with the forceries of Cupid, reape 
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for one dram of golde, a pounde of drofle, & for 
one pynt of pure oyle, a whole tun of infectious 
poifon, beeing a fading pleafure mixed with bitter 
paffions, and a myfery tempered with a few 
momentary delightes. It is for youth Rodento, to 
fpend their flourifhing yeeres in vertues not in 
vanities, to delight in hard armours, not in delicate 
and effeminate amours, not to dally in the chamber 
with Paris, but to march in the fielde with Heffor, 
to wifh they could loue Loue, / not to repent they 
haue loued. Hercules wonne his fame, not with 
recounting his lawleffe and licencious loues, but by 
atchieuing ftraunge and inuincible labours, the one 
winning him endleffe renowne, the other vntimely 
death. Seeke then to brydle fancy with reafon, 
and to reftrayne doating affections with due coun- 
faile : quench the flame of appetite with wifedome, 
and reaching at honor, fpurne at beautie : fo maieft 
thou faye, Venus flames are but' flafhes, and cal 
Cupid a defpifed boye, not a redoubted God. 

Rodento thinking thus with blafpheming curfes 
to fhake off fancies fhackles, wet out of his chaber 
to fport himfelf with his copanions, where he pafled 
away y day in playing at cheffe, but although hee 
gaue the checke, he was faine at laft to take the 
mate: for Venus hearing with what defpitefull 
termes, he abufed her dietie, thought, feeing he 
defpifed loue, to make him yeeld vnto loue, & 
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with panting fighes to craue pardo, where with 
bitter fpeeches he had rayled : me therefore, feeing 
that he began to make a rampier againft fancie, 
thought to giue a frefhe aflaulte to his halfe 
defended fortreffe, & to fend defire as a Heraulde 
to make y chalenge, y beauty as a chapion might 
performe y charge : which done Rodento willing 
ftill to withftand her power, parted three or foure 
dayes in perplexed paffions, counting loue as a toy, 
which being taken in a minute, might be left off 
in a moment : but he foud y as the Abefto ftone 
once kindled, can neuer be queched, as the Gri- 
phon if he once foare into the ayre, wil neuer come 
downe without his pray : fo if Venus giue the aflault, 
it is vnpoffible to efcape without facking : if 
Loue difplay her flagge, fhe neuer returns without 
victory, which forced Rodeto to prefent them with 
prayers, whom he had plagued wyth curfes, and 
where he had flied the blood there to offer the 
facrifice. For the remembrance of Pajillas beauty 
fo fiered his affections y as the flie Pyralis cannot 
Hue out of the flame, nor the bird Trochiks keepe 
from the infectious Crockedile, fo vnles he might 
inioy y which he feared to pofleffe, no means but 
death could cure his maladie. Rodento pyning a 
long while in thefe doubtfull thoughts, began once 
again to debate with himfelf in / this fort. 

O poore & infortunate Rodeto, thou art per- 
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plexed thou knoweft not how, peftered with vnfit 
fancies, and pained with fonde affectios, wilhing to 
pofleffe with an vnwilling mind, & in a hot defire 
troubled with a cold difdaine. Alas thou reacheft 
at that with thy hand which thy heart would fayne 
refufe : playing like the bird Ibis, in Egypt, which 
hateth ferpentes, yet feedeth on their egges. Thou 
loueft Pajilla, a thing far vnfit for thy yeres, thy 
calling, thy thoughts. Confider, confider Rodento, 
thou art the fonn of Conte Celio, who had rather fee 
thee take away with vntimely death, then attainted 
w fuch vnhappy loue, the one fhould breed but his 
mometary forrow, y other his & thy perpetual 
mifery. Yet loue is a vertue : truth, if it bee 
meafured w dutiful choice, not if it be maimed 
with wilful chance. Is there none to loue but 
Pajilla the daughter of Valdracko, betweene who 
& thy father there hath bin fuch a mortal enmity? 
wil fhe cof et to loue, who alredy is fworn to hate ? 
wil Celio agree, or Valdracko codifcend ? No, nor 
if thou be wife, wilt [thou] perfift in fuch vnnatural 
paffions : for better were it for thee to die by 
concealing loue, then liue and enioy fuch vnfitte 
loue. The Bui and the Hiena cannot be fedde 
together in one ftall. The Elephant eateth not 
where the moufe hath crept. The Eagle & the 
Doue, peark not on one braunche. Thefe bruite 
beaftes mooued onelye by fence, thou a manne, and 
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not to be perfwaded by reafon ? Ceafe then Rodento 
to loue her whom thou oughteft to hate, let rigour 
blaft fancies blofioms, and enuies fhadowes fpot 
beauties colours with difdayne : play like the tree 
Cytifus, that fuffereth no flie to light vpon his 
flower, let thy mind bee like Hercules temple, 
whereinto no dogge canne enter, fufFer not loue to 
fcale that fort wherein freedome hath taken charge, 
fo fhalte thou both efcape enfuing daungers, and 
prooue thy felfe a duetifull childe. Ah Rodento, 
what doeft thou meane to meafure the Heauens 
with a lyne ? or to furrow the Seas wyth a plough? 
Seekeft thou to extinguifh Loue by force, or to 
preuent fancye by counfayle ? Doeft thou meane 
too quenche the fire with a fwoorde, or to ftop the 
wynde wyth a feather. / 

Thou knoweft Loue is to bee feared of menne, 
becaufe honoured of the Gods. Iupiter could not 
refill fancie, nor Apollo withftand affection : they 
Gods, and yet in loue, thou a man, and appointed 
to loue. It is an impreflion Rodento, not to bee 
fupprefled by wifedome, becaufe it is not to bee 
comprehended by reafon : without law, and there- 
fore aboue all law : ftriue not then againft the 
ftreame, feede not with the Deere againft the wind, 
feeke not to appeafe Venus with flanders, but with 
facrifice. Pajilla is beautiful & vertuous, to be 
wonne with intreatie, if thou feare not to attept. 
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What thogh Valdracko frown, may not fhe fauour ? 
he ftiffled by Saturne, and therefore muft hate, fhe 
ftirred by Venus, and therefore will loue. If Pajilla 
like, pafTe not if he lowre : yea let both your 
Parentes miflike, fo you two reft in contented 
quiet. 

Rodento had no fooner vttered thefe wordes, but 
hee felte his mynde halfe eafed with flattering him 
felfe thus in his follies, fo that from doubting if hee 
mighte loue, hee fell to deuifing how to obtayne 
his loue : he began to confider that Valdracko was 
his enemie, and that he might not goe to his houfe, 
leaft he mould procure his fecret harme, for the 
flattering of an enemie is like the melodie of the 
Syrens, who ling not to ftirre vp myrth, but to 
allure vnto mifhap. Rodento, I fay, doubting that 
Valdrackos melancholy difpofition could carrie in a 
painted toombe rotten beames, durft not venture too 
farre for flipping ouer his fhoes, thinking alfo that 
if the Earle his Father fhould know by any meanes 
of his pretence, he would ftrayght feeke to preuent 
his purpofe. Seeing then that at this breache there 
was no way to giue the aflault, he determined to 
meet her as fhe went abroad, and to reueale vnto 
her the fumme of his fute : this deuife was not 
fo foone inuented, but it was as readily mifliked, 
knowing that fhe went continually accompanied 
with fuch guarde of the Dukes houfhold, that he 
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fhould hardly be admitted to her fpeech, and if he 
were, yet he mould neither haue fit time nor oppor- 
tunity to moue fo waighty and fecret a matter : 
Wei, Rodento hauing a fpur in his fide, to pricke 
hym forwarde in his enterprife, could take no reft 
till he might finde / fome meanes how to manifeft 
his affections. At laft after fundry fond thoughts 
he determined to fend her a letter, which hee knew 
was fuch a fecrete feruaunt as woulde neither blabbe 
nor blufh, in deliuering his maifters meflage : but 
to who he Ihoulde commit the charge, he knew 
not, fo that he pafled three or foure daies in careful 
thoughts, till at laft he called to remembrance that 
there dwelled hard by the Dukes houfe, an old 
Gendewoman called Clarifta who made often 
repaire vnto the Lady Pajilla, fhe, hee thought, 
was the fitteft perfon to bring about hys purpofe, 
knowing that old women oft times were more 
greedy of coyne, then charie of confcience, that for 
lucre they would not flick-to allure young myndes 
euen vnto vanities, and that not onely fhe might 
deliuer the letter fecretly, but alfo temper Pafillas 
mynd (if fhe were obftinate) with fome forcible 
perfwafions. This polliticke inuention pleafed 
Rodento fo well, that he determined with all fpeed 
to put his deuife into practife: he therefore 
prefently went into his ftudy and there framed a 
letter to this effect. 
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Rodento Celij to the Ladie Pajilla, health 
and happinejje. 

TF the Gods {Pajilla) had appointed as well 
■*■ falues to cure the inward paflions, as they haue 
medicines to mittigate the outward maladies, neither 
mould I haue been forced with hope to gape after 
vncertain bliffe, nor with difpaire to feare allured 
mifery. But fuch difmal decrees are allotted to 
men by the vniufte deftinies, that the griefes of 
the mind are neither to be falued by cunning, nor 
appeafed by counfel, neither to be redrafted by help 
of phificke, nor relieued by aduife of friendes. I 
fpeake this Pajilla, by proofe, and curfe the gods 
for fuch haples experience, becaufe, if I fhould haue 
eafe of my paffion, I fhould furfeit wyth too much 
ioy, and if [I] find the difeafe incurable, die with 
too great forrow. It may be Pajilla, thou wilt 
maruel at this ftrange malady, that is peftered with 
fuch contrary principles : but I haue more caufe to 
moan, that am payned with fuch crooked paflios. / 
Thy beauty, thy beauty Pajilla hath made the 
wound, and thy fweet confent muft appeafe my 
torments : the impreffion of thy vertues, and thy 
minde fraught with fuche Angular qualities, hath fo 
inchanted my affections, and fo fnared my freedome 
in the bandes of fancie, that being wholly deuoyde 
of liberty, I remayne thy loyall feruant. Yea fuche 
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a breach hath Loue made into the bulwarke of my 
breaft, that the fhape of thy exquifite perfection is fo 
fhrined in my heart, as no meanes but death can ftaine 
it with obliuion. I had thought that as the Eagle 
cannot be hurt with lightning, nor the oliue with 
thQder, fo a free mind could not haue byn pearced 
with fancy : but now I try by proof, that as the 
playneft table is moft apt to receiue any forme, as 
the cleereft glafle is moft brittle, the pureft chrifolite 
fboneft wrought, & the whiteft lawne moft fubiect 
to moales : fo y mind which rangeth with moft 
fecurity in the large lees of liberty, & abhorreth 
Cupid as a furie, flial fooneft be bound in the 
painful fetters of affection, and be forced to honor 
Venus as a goddeffe. For Pajilla, after I had (I hope 
by happy chaunce) take a view of thy outward 
fhape, & thy inward qualities imprinted in my 
mynd, thy beauty, and vertue, thy perfonage and 
parentage: my fenfes were fo fbtted with the 
confideration of this excellency, that euer fince, I 
remayne a captiue to loue and loyalty. It may be 
Pajilla, and I feare it wil be, that Rodento fhalbe 
fufpected of thee for a flatterer, and no doubt hated 
of thy father as an enemie, but would to God I 
might assoone obtaine his fauour, as by time trie 
mine vnfained affection, & then would I hope to 
enioy that I wifh, & efchue that I feare. Alas 
Pajilla, it is not for Rodeto to flatter in his loues, 
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leaft he falter in his life : yet were it to me farre 
more eafe, though leffe credite: but I hope thou 
wilt not mifconftrue of my affe&ion, nor diftruft 
my proteftations, but in recompence of my good 
will, like a litfle, though not loue fo much as I 
would: and in this hope I reft, feeling fome 
comfort in this, that if thy curtefie cure not my 
malady, yet thy cruelty by fpeedy death fhall 
cut off my miferyi 

'Thine though neuer thine, 

Rodento Celii. 

D Odento had no fooner ended his letter, but w 
al fpeed hee polled to the houfe of Clarifta, 
whom he found fitting folytary in her parlor • 
Clarifta feeing Rodento, halfe amafed at his vn- 
looked for arriual, rofe vp, and reuerently gaue 
him a courteous Welcom, faying : that there could 
no man in al Ferrara haue come to her houfe, 
whofe prefence would e more haue contented her 
defire, protefting that fhee was for fundry caufes 
fo bounde vnto the Earle his Father, that fhe 
would thinke her felfe happye if her poore feruice 
in anye wyfe mighte make a requitall of his 
benefites, and fome fhewe of her good wyll. 
Rodento glad to heare her duetifull and friendlie 
proteftation, thought that nowe all thynges woulde 
fall out according to his wifhe, and therefore think- 
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ing to giue her grafle for haye, foothyng vppe her 
doating flatteries, with as faire promyfes, takyng 
her by the hand, firft charged her vppon her othe 
and honeftie, that fhee fhoulde moft fecretly con- 
cede, whatfoeuer at that prefent time hee fhoulde 
make manifeft. Then with carefull lookes, and 
farre fetched fighes, hee brake the matter vnto her, 
promyfing that if fhee floode his friend with care- 
full diligence, fecretely to deliuer his meflage, and 
with fome forcible perfwafions to procure Pafilla 
to take pitye of hys paffions, hee woulde fo largely 
and bountifullye requite her friendlye trauaile, as 
fhee fhoulde haue caufe to thinke fhe dealt for a 
thankfull perfon. Rodento had not halfe vttered 
his mynde, ere Clarifta with folemne oathes beganne 
too proteft, that fhee thoughte her felfe happye 
that nowe fhee fhoulde haue fome meanes to fhewe 
howe duetifully fhe was affected to the houfe [of] 
Celij, commending greately the noble mynde of 
Rodento, that beeyng younge, hee had made fo 
wife and woorthye a choyfe : promifing not onely 
fecrecie in fo waightye a matter, but alfo to vfe al 
poffible perfwafions to the ftirring vp of fuche a 
luckye bargaine. Rodento driuen into an extafie, 
for ioye of Clarijias forwarde diligence, thinking it 
befte in extremities to giue a fpurre to a trotting 
horfe : greafed her in the fifte wyth a few angelles, 
whiche precious oyntement fo foupled her olde 
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ioyntes, that it was no neede to bidde the / olde wife 
trot, for fhe prefently began to trick vp her felfe 
towardes hir iourney, which Rodento perceyuing, 
tooke his leaue, and departed till the next day, 
when he promifed to returne for an anfwere of 
his letter. Clarifta bidding him farewell, after fhe 
had taken counfel of her glaffe, to paint out her 
wrinckled face with a few frefh colours (a difeafe 
rooted in women from their fwathing cloutes, and 
not worne out vntill they come in their winding 
fheet) pofted, & in al haft, to the pallace of Val- 
dracko : whither fhe was curteoufly intertained by 
the Lady Pajilla and her Cozen Pandina, whom 
fhe found walking in the gallery: for commonly 
young Gentlewomen are delighted with old wiues 
doating fables, and directed after their fecret coun- 
failes, counting their fayings as Oracles, & thinking 
that age hath taught them that, whiche as yet 
their youth cannot conceiue : fb that they efteeme 
it a religion to obferue their fond and fuper- 
ftitious principles: which moued Pajilla greatly 
to honor & reuerece Clarifta, fb that taking her 
by the hand, & withdrawing themfelues afide to 
a baye windowe, they fell into long and ferious 
talke : but at laft Clarifta willing, while the fifhe 
was wanton, to cafte forth the baytes, prefented 
Pajilla with this letter, defiring her to read it 
fecretly in her chamber, and the next day to deliuer 



7 o PLANETOMACHIA. 

her a friendly and fauourable anfwere, faying, that 
partly fhe knew the contents, which was a fuit fo 
fitting for her honor, that if fhe could condefcend 
to the requeft no doubt fhee fhoulde proue her 
felfe as wife as fortunate. Pafilla halfe amafed at 
this vnlooked for mefTage, beganne with the gofling 
to perceyue what the old goofe meant by her 
wincking, and to feare that the old Pandar fuborned 
by fome lewde mate, had attempted to perfwade 
her to fome vnlucky match : fo that at the firft fhe 
refufed the letter, till at laft forced by the earneft 
intreaty of Clarifta to take it, fhe put it vp in 
her pocket, promifing if it conteyned nothing 
preiudicial to her honor, fhe would the next day 
rediliuer an anfwere. And with that being both 
fatisfied, they went agayne to Pandina, who all 
that while was walking alone in the gallerye, 
pafling away the after noone in fuch endles chat, 
as women when they meet, can difcourfe of: till 
the night drawing on, Clarifta / tooke her leaue, 
and departed, Pandina and Pafylla being prefently 
calde to fupper : where hauing taken their repaft 
with the Duke, they withdrew themfelues to their 
lodgings, Pandina into her bedde chamber, and 
Pafylla into her clofet : where fhe no fooner came, 
but in haft fhe vnripped the feales and found the 
contentes fo ftraunge and vnlookt for, that fhe both 
mufed and marueiled at Rodent os fodaine paffion, 
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and Clariftas fond perfwafion, laughing at her \ 
foolifh attempt, and at his (as fhe thought) dis- j, 
fembled affection : thinking that the young Gentle- 
man inflamed with a fecreat hate, fought to fpoile 
her honeftie vnder the couloured pretence of 
Amitie, and with the crocodile to weepe Rofe water 
at the firft, and to foitte venome at the laft : For 
fhe knewe that there had beene fuch mortall hatred 
betwixt the Counte Ccelio and her Father, that as 
the flames of Eteocles, and Polynires did part in 
their funerals, fo there coulde neuer growe any 
perfect affection betweene her & Rhodento. Yet 
the fame of his exquifite perfection and vertuous 
qualities, the renowne of his valiant prowefle, and 
bountifull courtefie, was fo blazde abroade through- 
out all Ferrara, that as his friends had caufe to 
commende him for his valor, fo his verie foes could 
not condemne him becaufe of his vertues. Pqfylla 
calling to minde the perfect proportion of his 
perfon, was halfe tickled with a confenting affection: 
fo that if her will might haue ftand for a lawe, 
Rodento had not mift of his loue : but as fancie 
forced her to Men to his fute, fo duetie draue her 
to denie his requeft, yet with fuch modeft curtefie 
as the young Gentleman fhould haue no great 
caufe to miflike of her anfwere : being in this good 
minde, fhe tooke pen and Inke and writ him a ) 
letter to this effect. 
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Pqfylla to Rodento Coslii wijheth 
as /he ought. 

T T is impoffible, Rodento, with muficke to allure 
VlyJ/es, becaufe with Perill he hardly efcaped 
the Syrens melodie: when the Eagle fluttereth, 
Doues take not their flight: neither /will the Deare 
ftand at the view of a dogge, though he feare not 
to gaze at the fight of a boult : where hatefull 
fufpition breedeth enmitie, there it is hard with 
painted fliadows to procure amitie. Synons mouth 
fauored of Hony, when his heart was feafoned 
with Gall. Caffius had a dimple in his cheeke 
when he had a daggar in his hande : and they which 
couet moft bitterly to betray, muft firfl feeke 
moft fweetely to intrappe. I fpeake this Rodento, 
becaufe I fee thy infectious poifon prefented in rich 
plate, thy filthie drolfe couered with gold, and thy 
crooked meaning with a coloured motion. Can 
the houfe of the Cmlii fauour Valdracko ? or canft 
thou loue where thy father hath alwayes fought 
to hate ? Nay fhall Pafylla be fo madde to 
thinke thy glozing trueth, other then guilefull 
treacherie, or thy facred defire to obtain other then 
a fecret defpight to reuenge? if fhe fhould, thou 
mightft well haue great occalion to laugh, but fhe 
farre more caufe to repent. It had been good 
Rodento, to haue halted, but not before a Cripple, 
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and if thou wouldeft needs flatter (fancie thou 
faift) to haue drawne the plot for fome other perfon, 
for thou mighteft think, if I fpied no deceipt, I 
were too fonde, and if I doubted no diflembling, 
too creedulous: nth then thy hooke being bare thou 
canft catch no fifh, thou maift fit downe and play 
with thine Angle. But put cafe Rodento doth loue, 
fhall therefore Pafylla begin to like ? no, fhe hath 
learned to be blinde at profers, and deafe at 
promifes, to heare little and beleeue lefle : leaft in 
harkning to the charmer fhe hap to be inchanted. 
It is not for fools to play with fwords, nor for 
maides to dallie with loue, leaft the one haue caufe 
to crie, and the other to repent. There is nothing 
fweeter then libertie, nor anything more fooner loft, 
which men feeke to obtaine with flattery, and to 
rewarde with falfhood, yet I will imagine Rodento 
doth loue, and Pafylla could loue, will Valdracko 
grant he fhoulde enioy his daughter? no, hee had 
rather preuent her with vntimely death, then pre- 
tend fuch an vnlikely demaunde : he would fooner 
confent to payn her with fome hellifh miferie, then 
place her in fuch a haplefle marriage. But alas 
what is this to the purpofe ? Rodento doth loue, 
and muft enioy / his loue, or elfe poore foule die 
for loue. Truely either the mans minde is verie 
weake that will pine away with fuch a paflion, or 
his bodie verie feeble that wil perifh for fo fmall 
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a maladie, but fith your ftomacke Rodento is fo 
queafie, I will giue you this comfortable principle, 
that as it is harde for women not to confume with 
care, fo it is impoflible for men to die of a conceipt, 
the ones minde melting like waxe, the others 
hardned like Adamant. And yet howfoeuer the 
caie Hands, though I neither can nor may loue thee 
Rodeto, yet I wil not hate thee, but wifh that our 
parents were as aflured friends as the children 
might be perfect louers : and fo farewell. . 

Her owne and not pqffible 
to be yours Pqfylla. 

JDAJylla hauing thus finifhed her letter, feeling 
her eyes to be halfe clofed with drowfie fleepe, 
went to her bedde, thinking to beguile the long 
night with fweet (lumbers : but it fell out otherwife, 
for Venus willing to fauour fuch a forward champion 
as Rodento, thought to yoke the neck which as yet 
neuer yeelded, and to fire that fancie with a lulling 
defire which . hitherto hadde beene frofen with a 
chafte difdaine: fhee therefore prefented vriioPafylla 
the beautie and young years of Rodento, the vertuous 
difpofition of his minde, wherein he was fimple, and 
the perfection of his outwarde fhape wherein hee 
was Angular : in the one, excelling moft : in the 
other, inferior to none : which duelie confidered, 
draue her to debate thus doubtfullie with her felfe. 
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Ah vnhappie Pafylla, whofe minde is pained" 
with vnacquainted paffions, and whofe heade is 
troubled with vnequall thoughts, fhall thy Virgins 
ftate be ftained with fonde defires or thy younge 
yeares darkened with Cupides fhadowes ? Tis fitte 
for thee Pafylla to fpende thy youth in laboures, 
not in loues : to pace fblemnelye after Vefta, not 
to gadde wantonlye after Venus. Maydes muft 
haue denyall in their mouth, and difdaine in their 
hearts, fb fhal they / fafely remaine free, and 
fecurely defpife fancie : Diana is painted killing 
vertue, and fpotting beauties face with a Penfel. 
Virgins muft delight in auncient counfailes, not 
amorous conceits, leaft in fmelling vppon fweete 
Violets, they ftumble on bitter Rue. Truth Pafylla, 
thou giueft good preceptes, if thou canft follow thine 
owne principles. Thou art perfwaded by Rodento 
to loue, but take heede of fuch baleful allurements : 
arme thy felfe againft his charming defire with a 
chaft difdaine, fo fhalt thou be fuer that as he which 
weareth Laurell cannot be hurt with lightning, nor 
he that carrieth the penne of an Eagle perifh with 
thunder : fo fhall neither loue nor fancie paine thee 
with haplefle paffions. Thinke this : Rodento is a 
man and therefore inconftant, and, as he faieth, a 
louer, and fo a flatterer : as fickle as the Wolues of 
Syria, which forget their pray ere they are halfe 
fatisfied : and as diflembling as Iupiter, who fee'deth 
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Alcmena for a while with Ne5lar, and then killeth 
her with fire. Sith then Pafylla, to loue is to loofe, 
feare not Venus as a Goddefle, but defpife her as a 
wanton : intreat not Cupid with prayers, but with 
curfes tell Fancie thou wilt reiedt her as a vaflal, 
not regard her as a vertue. For Rodeto, raile 
againft him as thy foe, and we[a]re him not as a 
friend, burne his letters to defpight him, and in 
fteede of curtefie, prefent him with Medeas in- 
chaunted cafket : who is enemie to thy Father but 
Conte Ccelio ? and who can wifh thy mifhap but his 
fonne ? Doth Rodento loue Pafylla ? no, he hateth 
Pajilla, he faineth loue to procure thy lofle, he 
flattereth to trie thy follie, and if he finde thee to 
fond he will bring thee a fleepe with melodie, and 
then ftrike bf thy heade with Mercurie. Ah Pafylla, 
condemne not Rodento without caufe : if thou meaneft 
not to loue him, delight not to lacke him : profer 
him not Nettles, fithe he prefents thee with Rofes : 
ff he yeeld thee Hony, rub not his hiue with Gall, 
and we[a]re him friendly though thou ftraine curtefie 
to flatter : For fweete promifes pleafe more then 
iower giftes, and pleafant potions are better taken 
though infectious, then bitter pilles though mofl: 
holfome. And know this Pafylla that the flame 
of the Hill Chymera is to be quenched with hay, 
not / with water, the mountaine in Harpafa, to be 
remoued with ones fingar, not with the whole 
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ftrength, and loue to be driuen out with reafon, 
not to be thruft out with force, leaft in ftriuing 
againft Venus fhe play the woman and feeke to 
reuenge. 

Pafylla had fcarce vttered thefe laft wordes, but 
wearied with doubtfull thoughts and bitter paflions, 
fhe fell a fleepe, paffing away the night with 
flumbring dreames till the morning that fhe wooke, 
and aflaulted afrefh by Cupid, had falne to her old 
complaints, had not one of her gentlewome brought 
her word that Clarifta had waited there a good 
fpace to fpeake with her. Pafylla fmiling at the 
diligent haft of the old Pandar, commaunded fhe 
mould be brought in : but fhee no fooner was within 
the doore, but Pafylla as one in choller, ftarting vp 
in her bedde, tolde her fhe was more foone come 
then welcome : and that it was farre vnfitting for 
her aged yeares to be a mefTenger in fuch a foolifh 
matter: how, as fhe had before honored her for 
her graue counfailes tending vnto vertue, fo now 
fhe would defpife and abhorre her as a doting foole, 
alluring young minds vnto vanitie : that if Val-, 
dracko fhoulde knowe of her rafh attempt, he would 
not onely forbid her his houfe, but alfo punifh her 
as a fpe&acle, that others fhould beware to follicite 
any fuch fonde and vnlawfull futes : but fith it was 
the firft offence fhe was content to pardon the fault, 
and to put vp the iniurie with fylence r marry if 
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either fhee fhould prefently vtter any wordes in her 
owne defence, or euer hereafter trouble her with any 
fuch trafh, fhe would caufe her father with rigor to 
reuenge it to the vttermoft : and with that fhe caft 
her the letter fhe had made, charging her to carrie 
it to Rodento, and to tell him that after fhee had 
opened his letter and fawe from whom it came, fhe 
difdained to reade the contents, fo that whatfoeuer 
his fute were, he might keepe it fecreat to himfelfe : 
And with that fhee layd downe againe, telling 
Claryfta fith fhe had heard "her mind, fhee might 
depart at her pleafure. Clarifta feeing Pafytta in 
fuch a fury, durft not ftand to defend her former 
attempt, for fear of further danger, but humbly 
craued pardon if fhe had done a / miffe, promifing 
both w al dutiful feruice to make her amends, and 
alfo neuer to be a ftifler in the like caufe, with a 
fubmifTe reuerence fhe tooke her leaue and departed. 
Pafylla feeing how fearefull the old Gentlewoman 
Was, fmiled at her felfe that fhe could fo cunningly 
diffemble, thinking fhe had done verie well in not 
' difclofing her mind to fuch a doating foole : For 
fhe knew that old wome though by many years 
they knew how to fpeak, yet no time nor age 
could learne them to be fecreat, that they weare 
their hearts in their handes, and carrie their 
thoughts in their tongues end, that they couet 
to heare, & feare not to {peak, participating their 
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priuate counfailes to euery one that calles them 
goflyp. This confederation moued Pafylla rather 
to make a final fcarre by fpeaking litle, then a deepe 
wound by blabbing to any : and mufing thus in 
thefe thoughts, fhee fell againe a fleep. But Claryfta 
trudging home with a flea in her eare, found 
Rodento at her houfe, whom after reuerent falu- 
tations done, fhe nipped on the Pate with this 
heauy newes, telling him that Pafylla was fo 
ftraunge, as fhe would not fo much as vouchfafe 
to read the contents of his letter : but after fhe 
knew from whece it came redeliuered it with great 
choller, charging her in harde & bitter tearmes 
neuer hereafter to follicite any fuch fute, leaft fhe 
made her father priuy to her alluring practifes. 
And therfore fhee earneftly intreated him either to 
ceafe of from his fute, or elfe to vfe fome other 
meffenger, for fhe neuer durft attept hereafter to 
breake the matter. Rodento hearing this heauy 
news & feeing as he thought his letter returnd 
without an anfwere, fat a long while as one in a 
trance, tormented w fuch pinching afTaults of fancy, 
as Clarifta might eafily perceiue how the poore 
Gentleman was perplexed : at laft thinking it beft 
to couer a difcontented mind with a contented 
countenace, & with the bright colours of myrth 
to blot out the dark fhadowes of forrow, he 
began faintly to fmile, & looking vpon the letter 
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threw it down on y ground, and treading on it 
with his foote told Clarijla that he hoped not to 
fet that at his heart which Pqfylla fet at her heele : 
but as fhe requighted his affedtion w defpight fo 
he met to rafe out fancy with difdaine, & not 
onely to ceafe of from fuch heede/lefle futes, but 
from fuch haples loues, yet promifing to remain 
her friend for her forward willingnes. He took 
his leaue of Clarijla and went home to his lodging, 
where he no fooner arryued but looking more 
narrowly on the letter, perceiued by the folding 
that either it was not his, or els Pafylla had 
opened it, and read the contents : wherefore 
breaking vp the feales, he founde that Pqfylla had 
either pened down the happy cenfure of his per- 
petuall felicitie, or elfe the difmall dome of his 
endlefle mifhap : wauering thus betweene feare and 
hope, hee read her anfwere, viewing and reuiewing 
ouer euery line, waying euery worde, & making a 
conftru&ion of euery fyllable, till at laft he found 
bitter gall tempered with Hony, and willing con- 
fents fhadowed with wilfull denials: perceiuing 
that Pafylla could bee content to loue, if her 
father would condefcende to like : that although 
the firft lines were as ftifFe as fteele, yet the conclu- 
fion was as pliable as waxe : that her hard words to 
Clarijla were to ftiadowe her owne fecreats, not to 
reiedb his lawfull futes. Thefe happy confiderations 
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of Pafyllas letter fo falued the forrowfull minde of 
Rodento, that where before he did finke in difpayer, 
now he did fwime in blifle : his reftlefle difquiet 
was turned to contented peace, hoping that in time 
Pafylla would be trayned to fancie, and fo repay 
him with mutuall affection : intending that this 
faint repulfe mould not driue him from aflaulting 
the fort, leaft in fearing at the firft fhotte, he might 
be thought not worthy to vanquifh : marry he 
meant not to deale any more with Clarifia becaufe , 
he perceiued Pafylla doubted of hir fecrecy, but : 
to feeke fome other meanes to obtain his purpofe, ! 
and in this contented hope, hee refted till time 
and oportunitie might further his pretence. But 
Fortune who knoweth no meane, feeing Rodento 
begin to clime vnto happines, thought to lift him 
vp to f fkies, y me might w more violence pufh 
him down lower then hel, & to bring this to pafTe 
fhe thus laid her platforme. It fortuned that— 
within few days Pafylla and her Coufin Pandina 
being walking togithir in the Garde, Valdracko 
thinking his daughter had bin in her clofet, went 
vp to fpeake w her, but finding y dore vnfhut, 
which Pandina by forgetfulnes had left ope & 
none within, ftepped into the clofet, and began 
to rifle among / the loofe papers which were 
lying on the boorde, and at laft by unhappy 
lucke, light on the letter which Rodento fent to 
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Pqfylla: which after hee had throughly perufed, 
and perceiued by the contents the fumme of his 
fuite, he fearched further, and founde the coppy 
of his daughters anfwere, containing fo milde 
a repulfe, and fo friendly denials that he was 
pained with ftrange and vncertaine thoughts, 
thinking if he fhould with rigor reproue his 
daughters folly, it were but to make her ouer 
feruent in affection: knowing that women flie 
frowardly from thofe things wherevnto they are 
perfwaded, and wilfully attempt thofe actions, 
from which with fenfible reafons they are fore- 
warned. To forbid Rodento to profecute his fute, 
was to ftoppe fwift ftreames with a fworde, and to 
flay the blaftes of the winds with a vale of filke, 
fo that he was doubtfull what to do : yet in this 
refolute : rather then his enimy fhoulde triumph in 
obtaining his purpofe, to preuent his pretence with 
the vntimely death of his owne daughter. Being 
in this quandarie he laide downe the letters and 
went to his bedchamber, where being follitarie, 
furcharged with melancholie dumps, he fell to 
fundry ftrange deuifes : at laft after he had leand a 
while on his elbowe, hee determined to colour his 
fecreat griefe with the baldfull fhadow of defpight, 
and now to repay his oldiiate with a fpeedie and 
bloudie reuenge, hoping vnder the pretenfed colour 
of frien[d]fhip not only to procure his owne gaine & 
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good fortune, but alfo vtterly to fubuert & extin- 
guish the hole houfe and family of y Conte Ccelio, 
which wretched pretence he wrought in this wife. 
The citizens of Ferrara, I meane both the nobility 
& comminaltie, were appointed to meete & aflemble 
in the guild hall, there to debate of fome waighty 
matters pertaining to the profite of the weale 
publike : whether at y day appointed amogft the 
reft repaired the Earle as one in greateft authority 
next the Duke in all Ferrara, who after the citi- 
zens had agreed vppon fuch matters as were in 
queftion, redie to depart, was ftayed by Valdracko, 
who after fome vnaccuftomed curtefie requefted y 
Conte, that if his leifure could permit, he would 
ftay a while, that they two might haue fome priuate 
conference. Ccelio halfe aftonilhed at this ftraunge 
kindnefle of the Duke, told him that / whatfoeuer 
his leifure was, he was ready to make attendaunce 
to know his graces pleafure, & with that both 
of them ftepping afide, Valdracko tricking vp his 
currifh minde with coloured fpeeches, began to 
frame his trothlefle talk to this effecT:. 

I need not rehearfe, Conte Ccelio, the hatefull 
diffention that hath continually bred between our 
aunceftours moft happlefle & bloody euents, & the 
fparks remaining in vs, a burning fire of reuenge, 
fo that by our difmall and daily iarres, both our 
houfes haue been diftempered, & the whole city 
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of Ferrara greatly difturbed. As of late mufing 
with my felf, I duly cofidered y caufe . of this 
endles ftrife & waighed with my felfe what woful 
enormities enfued of fuch rechlefTe choler : finding 
my predeceffours wrongfully giuing the occafio of 
this mifchieuous quarrel, moued with the fling of 
confcience, I thought good, as the debate fprang 
from my parent, fo it fhuld end in the child : and 
therefore if it pleafe you to accept my proffer, I 
here am content to remit al former iniuries, & as 
we haue been hitherto difTeuered by enmity, fo we 
may be vnited by amity, that not onely Ferrara, 
but all Italy fhal haue caufe both to mufe and 
maruel at this" our fodaine Metamorphofis : and 
that you fhal not think I mean with painted 
fhadowes to make a glofe vppon the text, for the 
confirming of this my proffered and vnfayned 
friendefhip, I will beftow my daughter Pafilla vpon 
your fonne Rodento. 

Valdracko had no fooner vttered thefe words, but 
Conte Ccelio was driuen into a maze, greatly mar- 
uelling at thefe vnlooked for proffers, & ioyeing, 
at this vnaccuftomed friendfhip, yet fearing to find 
a pad in the ftraw, and a burning fpark amongft 
cold afhes, knowing that the Cats halfe waking 
winks, are but traynes to intrap the moufe, that 
where the Eagle hideth his talents moft clofe, then 
he meanes to feaze vpon his pray, y Valdracko 
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was a wylie Foxe, and could fhadow the darke 
colours of reuenge, with the gliftering hue of 
reconciled amity : howe he was of a melancholike 
conftitution, & therfore not to be trufted, that his 
demure countenance forefhewed moft defpightfull 
rancour, that Cuejar feared more Brutus for his 
fecret & folemn behauiour, the al his forrain foes 
for their force & proweffe. Thefe / considerations 
feared Conte Ccelio from ventring too farre into an 
vnknown foord, yet waying with him felfe that the 
Duke neither would, nor could diffemble, fith he 
meant to confirme his promife with fuch a good 
pledge, hee thoughte beft to accept of his proffer, 
and to vnite their two houfes by fo happy a matche. 
Hee therefore returned him this courteous and 
friendely aunfwere. 

Maruel not (right mighty Duke) if I Hand in a 
maze at this ftrange and vnlooked for motion, fith 
at our firft meeting, I rather expected opprobrious 
wordes of defpitefull enmity, then any fuch 
friendly Speeches of defired amity. But fith it 
hath pleafed your grace to pafTe ouer all former 
diffentious quarrelles, long time continued betweene 
our two houfes, which hath bred fuch ciuill 
mutinies, and fecret Slaughters in Ferrara : I not 
only accept of your happy and fortunate proffer, 
but yeeld codigne thankes for your Graces long 
defired curtefie, offering my fon and my felfe to 
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reft wholly and faithfully yours in all duety to 
command. 

With that Valdracko embraced the Earle, fwear- 
ing that he made fuch account of his friendfhip, as 
he wold obferue that day as the moft fortunate in 
al his life. The Senat who al this while waited 
when either thefe i enimies mould part, or els fall 
into their accuftomed choler, feeing their friendly 
imbracemets, were all amazed with fodain ioy, & 
driuen as it were into an extafie at this ftrange 
Metamorphofis, yet greatly aftonilhed : becaufe 
they were not priuy to their fecrete conference, 
which the Duke perceiuing, to put them out of 
their mufing dumps, told the how that they two, 
which neither by the feare of authoritye, nor 
friendly perfwafions, could be reconciled, had nowe 
calling all old grudges afide, renewed a perfect 
league of amity, and to confirme the fame, they 
were agreed to vnite their houfes, and to mary 
Pafilla with Rodento. 

This happy newes greatlye ioyed the Senators 
mindes, and alfo the whole citie of Ferrara, that 
they forrowed not fo muche before their hatefull 
diffention, as they now reioyced at their louing 
agreement. Wei, Valdracko couering the bloo/dye 
minde of a gripe vnder the fimple pennes of a 
Doue, carried the Counte Celio home with him to 
dinner, where the Duke intertained him with fuch 
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fumptuous cheere, and folemne curtefie, as the poore 
Earle thought fuch heartye friendfhip coulde not 
be fained. But when Pafilla faw with what inter- 
tainment her father cheered vp the Counte, fhe 
marueiled at this ftrange courtefie, and blufhed at 
her owne conceits, calling to mind her friend and 
louer Rodento : thinking that fince their parentes 
of enemies, were become friends, that the children 
might of duTembled foes, grow to be profeffed 
louers. As thus fhe was quickening her wits with 
thefe amorous conceits, Valdracko and the Earle 
hauing take their repaft, the Duke calling his 
daughter vnto him, bega to make her partaker 
of his new determination, how he meant if fhe 
could fancy, to matche her with young Rodento, 
a Gentleman of worthy parentage, and comely 
perfonage, endued with wit and Angular qualities 
to content her minde : enriched with wealth, and 
large pofTeflions to maintain her eftate : both 
yong, beautiful, & rich: great gifts fufficiet to 
cotent, & litle godes able to command, euen Vefta 
her felf to leaue her virginity : if then fhe coulde 
confent to loue & like fo braue a gentleman, 
he would thinke her duetifull obedience did 
requite his fatherly prouidence : otherwife if fhe 
fhoulde miflike of his choyce, and vpon wilful 
frowardnes oppofe her felfe againft his mind, he 
would not onely repay her fonde miflike with 
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the lyke defpight, but alfo difinherite her of all 
his poffeffions. 

Pafilla, who was eafy to intreate, tolde the 
Duke, that the commaunde of the father, was a 
conftraynt to the childe, that Parentes willes were 
lawes, fo they paft not all lawes : & therefore fhe 
was content to frame her fancie, as it pleafed his 
Grace to difpofe : this duetifull and modeft anfwere 
of Pafilla, pleafed the Duke : in fo muche that to 
ftrike the yron, while it was hotte, leaft any thing 
mighte fall out betweene the cup and the lippe, 
they fent for Rodento, who maruellyng to heare 
that his Father was a guefte to fuche an vn- 
acquainted hoft, came wyth all fpeede, and beeying 
admitted into the chamber of prefence, found 
Valdracko, his father and Pafilla in fecret / talk. 
The Duke no {boner efpied Rodento, but hee arofe 
from the table, and imbracing him, gaue him moft* 
friendly e and curteous intertainment, telling him 
what match they had made if it pleafed him, with 
a willing confent to knit vp the bargaine. Rodento 
halfe ftifled with the ioy of this happye motion, 
moft willingly accepted their proffers, & taking 
Pafilla in his armes, louingly fealed vp the match 
with a few fweet kiffes, to their & their fathers 
happy content. Well, all thinges thus fortunately 
finifhed the marriage appointed to be celebrated 
the next fpring, Celio went home to his lodging, 
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leauing his fonne Rodento paffing away the time 
in amorous conceits with his loue & Lady Pafilla. 
But Fortune grudging at this happy fuccefle, 
crofled their fweet and delicious fauours with bitter 
and defpiteful frowns: For Valdracko noting the 
profperous eftate of Celio, began to thinke, that 
vnlefle he might traiteroufly bereaue him of his 
life, neither fliuld his houfe flourifh, nor his mind 
be fatisfied with reuenge. To breed therfore his 
own content, & the final confufion of the Earle, he 
determined to appoint fome defperate ruffian to 
murther him : which done, he mould not haue any 
man in Ferrara, y would withftand him, and he 
might vfe Rodento as it pleafed him : paffing manye 
dayes in this bloudy intent, fometime hailed from 
fuch trechery, with the fting of confcience, & then 
incefed to fuch vilany, with the fpur of cruel hate, 
he fel at laft thus to debate with himfelfe. 

What doeft thou mean, Valdracko, to trouble thy 
mind with fuch balefull paffions, or fo much as in 
thought to intend fuch defperate attempts, the per- 
formance whereof is fo vnnatural, as fuch bloudy 
actions, if there be any Gods, cannot efcape without 
fome deadly & direfull reuege? confider Valdracko, 
thou haft promifed Celio a fiih, and wilt thou 
prefent him a fcorpio ? Haft thou newly fworn to 
be his friend, & wilt thou be his foe ? Is the fon 
betrothed to thy daughter, and wilt thou betray the 
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father vnto death ? what wil Ferrara thinke at 
this thy trecherie : nay wil y Gods fuffer thee 
to praclife fuch mifchief ? No no, affure thy felf 
lupiter wa.nte.th. not plagues to punifh fuch lothfome 
offences. Tufh fond foole, if thou ftumble at a 
ftraw thou fhalt neuer leap / ouer a blocke, if thou 
feare to praclife thou fhalt neuer perform: it is 
lawfull to difTemble with thine enimy, and to re- 
uenge, is comendable. Why Valdracko, is Celio 
thine enimy ? No, he hath yeelded him felfe with 
fubmiffe curtefie, to reft at thy comand. And haft 
thou not yet doating foole, learned, that it is better 
to truft an open enemy, then a reconciled friend, 
that iniuries maye not be forgotten as long as the 
fcarres remaine, that foes mufte neuer be admitted 
as friends in countenance. Why then fhouldeft 
thou ftay thy intent for Celios diffembled friendfhip? 
No, difpatch him, and then fhalt thou be fure, 
Fortune her felfe cannot daunt thee with mifhap. 

Valdracko remaining refolute in this his bloody 
purpofe, chofe out a defperate ruffian in the city to 
put this his determination in practife, promifing 
him for his pains three thoufand crowns, and to 
conuey himfelf out of the countrey. The varlet 
with who neceflity preuailed, more then either 
confcience or honefty, condefcended, without any 
denial to the Dukes requeft, fwearing : that as 
foone as time and place would ferue, hee would 
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make a difpatch of the Earle, which indeed within 
few daies he brought to paffe. For, as the Counte 
Celio was paffing through a blind lane of the 
citie, he fhot him through with a piftol, and with 
that fled : but the Citizens rifing in an vproare, 
at the report of this haplefle murther, appre- 
hended the ruffian, and brought him before the 
Duke and the Senate, who with wayling (but 
fayned teares) forrowing for his frindes mifhap, 
exclaimed againft fuch trecherous cruelty, and 
rifing vp as one in a furie, commanded one of 
his men to cut out his tongue : at which fentence, 
the vilde wretch amazed, perceiued the Dukes 
pollicy, and therfore wold haue reuealed his villany, 
had he not bin preuented by the Officers, who 
cutting out his tongue, caft it at the Dukes feete. 
And by that, the report of Celios death was come 
to the eares of Rodento, which fo tormented him, 
as hee fell downe in a found, fo perplexed, as he 
almoft loft his fenfes : Pajilla alfo hearing of this 
mifhap, furcharging her felfe with forrow, went 
yet to comfort her beloued Rodento. The Duke 
himfelfe, and the Senate, yea all the nobility of 
Ferrara, fought to perfwade the / young Gentleman, 
but fuch was his tender loue towardes hys father, 
as no coufaile, or comfort, could appeafe his forrow. 
Valdracko to couer his guilt, caufed firft the mur- 
therer, in fteed of three thoufand crownes, to be 
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put to death with raoft cruell torments, and then 
tooke great care for the folemn funerals, prouiding 
them with fuch fumptuous coft & charges, as all 
Ferrara fpake of his friendfhip. Wei, the fune- 
ralles beeing ended, and Rodentos forrow decreafing, 
by tracl of time hee repayred agane to his beloued 
Pajilla, greatly appeafing his heauye paflions 
by her defired prefence, and was more carefully 
intreated of the Duke then before : for within 
fliort time Valdracko prouided for the marriage, 
which was folemnifed with fuch magnificence, as 
belonged to fuch great and worthy perfonages. 
The noble men to fhew their dutifull good willes 
to the Duke, appointed iufting and tourneyes for 
the honour of the Bride, and the Citizens fhewes 
and triumphes, to fignifie their louing obedience, 
pafling many daies in fportes and paftimes : Val- 
dracko requiting their afFections with fuch fumptuous 
cheere and prodigal expenfes, as all Italy had caufe 
to praife his liberalise. 

The marriage at laft confummated and ended, 
Pafilla and Rodento remaining in fuch happy eftate, 
as Louers maye, whiche haue the fruition of their 
loues, thoughte their blifle fo propped vp with 
profperitie, as finifter fortune coulde neuer breede 
their mifhap, but it fell out otherwife. For Val- 
dracko after that his daughter had bin married 
about fiue monethes, felt the fparks of reuenge to 
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bee raked vp in y dead findars of hate and malice : 
which ftirred abroad, began againe to grow to a 
great flame, fo that he thought his mind not 
fufficiently glutted with reuenge, vnlefle he might 
vtterly race out the name of the Celij, & fo he 
himfelf inioy al their pofleffios, thinking if he might 
without fufpition difpatch Rodento, he fhuld haue 
raoft happy fuccefle in all his affaires, neither fearing 
God, nor regarding the loue of his daughter, fo he 
might finifh vp his balefull tragedye. Where, by 
the way, we may note the peftilent & defpiteful 
difpofition of thefe Saturnifts, who vnder the colour 
of a fecret & folemn profeflion, hide a hatefull and 
reuenging diffimulation, / proffering to Cafar with 
Caffius, in one hande a fcrowle, in the other a 
bodkin : kifling loue in the ftreetes, and murthering 
him in corners : playing like the hearbe Baaran, 
whiche beareth a faire flower, but infecteth with 
the fmell. But leauing them to their doating 
fancies, againe to Valdracko, who ftill perfifting in 
his purpofe, the better to put it in practife, went to 
a graunge houfe of his, three myles diftaunt from 
Ferrara: where after hee hadde remayned three 
or foure dayes, hee fecretelye difpatched a letter 
to his cupbearer, willing him in any wyfe vppon 
his life and alleageance, to poyfon his fonne in lawe 
Rodento : who after hee had receiued the letter, and 
read the contentes, feeing the alluring promifes of 
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the Duke, if he perfourmed his commaund, and 
the cruell threatnings, if he denied his requeft, the 
nexte morning prouided an infectious powder, and 
gaue him a deadly & fatall draft, wherevpon 
Rodento ftraight fickened, and within foure hours 
died : Pafilla tearing her haire, & fcratching her 
face, feeking to kil her felf, had not her Ladies & 
getlewome kept her fro fuch defperat actions. The 
cupbearer hauing performed this filthy fact, felt 
fuch a hel in his cofcience, y taking fome of the 
powder, drank it vp, & fo bega to faint with the 
pains of death. Now whe he was fpeechles, he 
fet for Pafilla, vnto who he deliuered her fathers 
letter, & then turning his head yeelded vp the 
ghoft. Pafilla reading y letter, & perceiuing her 
fathers villainous trechery, began to fal fro folly 
vnto fury, & with raging termes to curfe fuch a 
peeuifh paret : at which time Valdracko came home, 
& hearing this heauy newes, began to fain a kind 
of forrow, & w weeping teares to bewail y death 
of Rodeto. Pafilla grudging at thefe crocodiles 
teares, fowhat appeafed her forow, w the hope of 
fpedy reuege, which fhe performed in fhort time. 
For hir father being gone to bed, & fain in a found 
fleep, fhe came into his chaber, & pulling off hir 
garters, boud him had and foot, & then waking 
him out of his dreams, as one incefed w fome 
hellifh fury, flaring on his face, fhee breathed ut 
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thefe gaftfull fpeeches. Thogh the gods (vile & 
accurfed Valdracko) are fo paciet, y they fpare to 
reuenge thy bloody maflacres w fpeedy miferies, 
yet y deftinies, not to be cotrolled, haue appointed 
me as / a cruell and vnnatural minifter of thy fatall 
mifhap. I knowe, & I figh and forrow, that I had 
caufe to know that nature requyreth obedience in 
children, and yet willeth loue in the Parents, that 
where duty wanteth, there the gods are not flow 
to reuege. But I deny to be obedient to fuch a 
tyrant who digrefleth from nature, and defie thee 
for my father, which haft fo difpleafed the Gods. 
Forgetting therefore lawfully, al dutiful affection, 
I exclaim againft thee, iniurious tray tor, who by 
trechery haft flain the good Counte Celio, and by 
poifon haft murthered my fweet hufband Rodento, 
couering vnder a faire face, a falfe mind, and vnder 
the colour of aged vertue, the fubftaunce of hatefull 
villany : Gould no feare of god nor dread of man 
driue thee from fuch deteftable dealing? could no 
fting of cohfcience deterre thee fro fuch deedes: 
no loue to thy chylde prohybite thee from fuche 
hellifhe practifes? But why doeft thou prattle 
Pafilla, thou feeft they could not. Graunt not to 
the trecherous wretch then, fo much faubur, as to 
let him inioye one moment of life, but reuenge his 
wickedneffe, and end thine owne woe. And with 
that, Valdracko was about to fpeake, but Pafilla 
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incenfed with a furious fpirit, heaued vp the fword, 
and wounded him fore, and after many bloody 
blowes, he yeelded vp the ghoft. When fhe had 
thus cruelly murthered her father, yet iuftlye 
requited the iniury : fhe took pen and incke, and 
wrote the effect of this tragicall difcourfe, that al 
might know the caufe of this bloody fact : whiche 
finifhed, fhe fell groueling on the fword, and fo 
ended, both her life and her miferies. / 



Satuvne, Iupiter, Mars, 

Sol, 
Venus, Mercurie, Luna 

J/ r Enus had no fooner ended her tale, but Saturne 

rifing out of his feate, as one in a chafe, fell 

into thefe Collericketearmes. 

Saturne. 

Venus, you play like them which feeking to 

fhoote againft the ftarres, are wounded with their 

owne Arrowes in the fall: or like the enuious 

Porcuntine, who coueting to ftrike others with her 

pennes leaueth her felfe void of any defence : you 

haue here told a tale of Valdracko, which fheweth 

not my crabbed influence, but your owne crooked 

conftellation, for it was the wilfull forwardnefle 

of Pafylla in her doting fancies, and her lafciuious 

loue in liking her fathers enimy, that procured thefe 

haplefTe euents : yea, it was the vnbridled affection 

of ftaylefTe youth, not the careful wifedome of 

fetled age that wrought this Tragicall difcourfe. 

Venus. 

Saturne, if old men could blufh, no doubt all the 

gods fhould perceiue thou wert more afhamed in 

7 
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defending fo falfe a caufe then in hearing me re- 
hearfe the cafe, but I will not fay you doate becaufe 
you are old, but diflemble becaufe you are wife, fo 
mail I both excufe your fondnefle, and commend 
your wit : but this I hope I may fay without pre- 
iudice, that your arguments fauour as much of 
reafon as Luna doth of conftancie. 
Luna. 
You might haue faid, Venus, as you do of 
honeftie, and fo all the gods would haue thought 
his arguments of fmall force, but were his reafons 
as full of fubftance, as you of light qualities, it 
were againft Ariftotle to deny either premifes or 

conclufion. / 

Venus. 

You learned this Logicke Luna, of Endimion, 
but let that paffe, and feeing Sol is appointed 
Moderator in this our controuerfie, I thinke he 
cannot but fay that the haplefle and tragicall euents 
of this hiftory came by the predominant influence 
of Saturne : for was it not the Melancholy dhpofition 
of Valdracko that nourifhed fo long the glowing 
fparkes of reuenge toward the Conte Ccelio ? and his 
Saturnine constitution, that with a coloured fhewe 
of amitie, repayed moft faithfull friendfhippe with 
cruell enmitie ? did hee not carry in the one hande 
breade, and in the other a ftone : and preferre his 
priuate iniuries before publike credite or honefty? 
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yea : did not fuch melancholicke impreffions pefter 
his minde as hee was the caufe of the moft tragical 1 
and bloodie Majfacres ? 

Mercuric 

Truth Venus, fuch is the crabbed difpofition of 
Saturne, as they which are borne vnder his influence, 
delight in tragicall treacheries, performed with moft 
fubtill and fecreat attempts, fo that Cafar feared 
more the two Saturnifts, Brutus & Caffius, then all 
his forraine foes of any other conftitution. 
Iupiter. 

Mer curie, you fpeake without commiflion, I am 
glad you are fo greatly beholding vnto Venus: 
indeede fhe cannot want counfellours, nor champions 
fhe allowes them fuch large fees. But I pray you 
wherein is my Father Saturne fo greatly to be 
blamed? was not Valdracko forced by the dis- 
ordinate affection of his daughter Pafilla to his 
enemies fonne Rodento, rather to preuent mifhappe 
by fome fynifter meanes, then to bring his hole 
houfe and famelie,to moft miferable decay and ruine? 
Mars. 

Iupiter, if large fees may make bolde champions, 
or brawling counfellers, you haue greateft caufe 
both to fight & chide in Venus behalfe : fhe hath 
giuen you many a fat prefent, as Europa dan<e 
Alcmena : I haue named ynough I think, to ftoppe 
your mouth. 
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Luna. 

Mars, what Iupiter hath gotten, I knowe not, 
but what Vulcan got with his net, we al know, not 
a fifti, but a God. But it is wel you defend not 
her honeftie but her arguments. 

Sol. 

Ceafe from thefe biting quips, they are fit for 
brabling Sophifters, not for the gods, and heare my 
verdict : I am of this minde that the haplefle euentes 
of this tragical! difcourfe came by Saturnes fynifter 
influence, that Ccelios death proceeded of a mali- 
cious and fecreat hate, that Rodentos balefull mifhap 
fpronge from a Saturnine reuenge, predominant in 
the configuration of Valdrackos natiuitie, imprinting 
in his aged minde a melancholie defpight, which 
brought to pafle this wofull and vnnaturall tragedie- 
This is my cenfure : but nowe fith Venus hath ended 
her tale, Luna, I charge you to report her Aftrono- 
micall description, becaufe Saturne will fpeake more 
of rancor then of reafon. 

Saturne. 

Sol, we haue agreed that your fen'fure fhal ftand 
for a fentence, and therefore I wil not inueigh 
againft your verdict, but am content to beare the 
blame of Valdrackos ill nature, yet that you & the 
reft of the gods may know that there commeth 
more harme by difordinate & lawlefle Venus, then 
by me, I will rehearfe an hiftorie, wherein you 
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fhall eafily perceiue that loue fotteth the fenfes, 
infecteth youth, deftroyeth age, and is the very 
plague both to the minde and body. 

Lunas Aftronomicall defcription 
of Venus. 
' I ""He ftarre of Venus (right mightie gods) is fo 
■*- /Imply called, as Tullie auoucheth, quod ad 
res omnes venias, and the auncient Arabians call it, 
aftrum genitale or prolificum, for the temperate 
moifture, and fauorable influence that it diftilleth 
vppon all humaine bodies : for the nature of Venus 
is to infufe into all inferiour fubftances, while they 
are ingendered or nourished, a certaine Humidatum 
fuccum, or delicate moifture, yet notwithftanding fo 
thinne and fubtile that it fhall rather bedue, then 
any whit ouerflow : and follow more the nature of 
deaw then of fhowers, which naturall and proper 
qualitie in my iudgement caufed the auncient Poets 
to attribute this Epitheton vnto Venus : Alma : ab 
alendo. Now as concerning her other qualitie of 
coldnes, we muft firft note that as we haue in 
naturall heate placed one that doth cherifh and 
nourifh as is Sol, and his irradiat ftarre Iupiter : 
fo we haue fet downe another which doth burne 
and fcortch intemperately, as doeth Mars with his 
aduft and yellow chollar : fo likewife in the nature 
of coldnefle, we doe appoint Venus to be temporate 
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and fauourable, and Saturne with his melancholy- 
humor to be infortunate and malignant : of the 
which opinion are Ptolomeus, Galen, and the Chaldes, 
faying: that amongft the Planets, there are two 
fauourable, wel affected, and friends to nature, 
namely Iupiter and Venus, and two Saturne & 
Mars vnholfome, bitter, luckleffe, and yll affected. 
To confyrme the which, I will rehearfe Ptolomeus 
owne fentence in the end of his firft Apotellejmaton. 
There are foure humours (faith he) or firft natures : 
whereof two are fruitefull, Fortunate, and luckie, 
that is to fay, heate and moifture, by which all 
things do increafe & profper : The other two dis- 
mall, maligne and dangerous (namelie) colde & 
drineffe, by which all thinges are weakened and 
ruinate. The auncient Aftrologers conftitute Venus 
and Iupiter, temperate in nature for their heat and 
moifture, Saturne & Mars intemperate: for the 
nipping cold of the one, & the burning, inflamed, 
and aduft heate of the other. And thus farre 
Ptolomeus himfelfe, by whofe verdite we are in- 
duced to thinke and affirme that the influence of 
Venus is moift without any exceffe, with a fmal and 
temperate warmneffe : which the Poets perhaps 
refpected whe they fained Venus to come of the 
foame of the fea, calling her Aphrodite : but 
Euripides thinks fhe is fo called {quod Aphrones 
fint) and of an imperfect mind, that naffer them- 
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felues to be ouercome by Venus allurements. Of y 
faculties fhe doth challenge vnto her y appetitiue 
& of humors, Phlegme : but yet doulce, vnfauory 
& natural : yea fuch as Afclepiades affirmeth y may 
eafily be changed into bloud, and for the natiue 
heat may be eafily decocted: and thus much for 
her effential defcription. Nowe as concerning the 
peculiar affections of thofe men, in whom fhe is 
predomynant. 

They be pleafantly difpofed, and indued Attico 
quodam lepore : knowing rather the manners of 
their friends, then hating them : delighting in 
flowers, and pretious oyntments : carrying about 
them the purfe of Cupid tyed with the blade of a 
Leeke : fcratching their head with one finger, and, 
to vfe the Latin prouerbe, melle perunffi Lejbiantur, 
& Corinthiantur : eating Lettice, and {talking on 
their typtoes : Lidio .more viuentes : careful to 
encreafe beautie, and fomewhat tickled with felfe 
loue : carrying Honny in their mouthes, and like 
Spanyels flattering with their tayles : in their right 
eares bearing oyle, hauing twinckling eyes, and 
foft delicate haire : apt to get children and giuen 
to propagation : applying their minds to fongs & 
fonets, addicted to pittie, mercie, and fauour. Et 
in vtramvis, aurem, & vtrunque oculum Dormientes. 
The peculiar difeafes to this ftarre are Cathars, 
Coryfe Branchy, Lethargies, Palfies, Apoplexies, 
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Gonorrhea paffio, obstructions of the raines, bladder, 
& belly, with paines in the fecreat parts : quotidian 
feuers, paines in the heade : Lienteria diarrhea 
diabete, dropfies, & other more, proceeding of 
crudities, excefle and abundance of Phlegme : 
windinefle, imbecillitie of heate, perfrigerations, 
& fuch others. As touching their pulfes they be 
final, flow, & foft, their fweat, vnfauorie : vrine, 
pale and thinne : their deiections white, moift, and 
full of Crudity : dreaming for the moft part of 
waters, Bathes, Filhings, Snakes and fuch like. 

Saturnes Tragedie. 
/ *"T v He Citie of Memphis is highly commended 
-*- for the nourfe of good letters, becaufe in that 
place learning was rewarded with her due deferts, 
& ignorance, as neere as might be, fo vtterly 
exiled, as euerie Mecanicall man was able to yealde/ 
a reafon of the principles of his fcience. In this 
Citie, famous in thofe dayes for learning and 
vertue, dwelled an infamous ftrumpet called Rho- 
dope, defcended of good parentage, and of comely 
perfonage, honorable for her birth, and renowmed 
for her beautie : but her outward hue was fo 
fpotted with inwarde vice, as her praife was not 
fuch for the perfection of the body, as the difcredit 
was for y lafciuious difpofition of her mind, which 
was fo ftained with wanton affections, that I thinke 
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Venus herfelfe coulde not haue paft her in vanities. 
This Rhodope racking her honeftie to maintaine her 
pompe and pride, forgetting fhame and confrience 
(two vertues long fince exiled from Venus Court) 
fet her bodie to fale, and in the prime of her yeares 
became a profefled courtefan : fo that for J3 
appointed price, euery ftragling ftraunger might 
pray vppon fuch lothfbme Carrion. This fhame- 
lefle ftrumpet tooke fmall delight to be feene in 
the Citie: but when me went abroade to take a 
view of the ftreetes, fhee paft in fuch fumptuous 
fort that the Citizens a long time after had matter 
ynough to talke of her magnificence. It fo fell 
out on a day, that ftiee determined to go fport her 
felfe at a fountaine (which is dedicated vnto Venus') 
a miles diftance from Memphis : whether fhe went 
accompanied with fuch young youthes, as were 
fnared in her alluring bewty : being come to the 
place which for the fcituation feemed to bee an 
earthly paradife, after they had refreshed thefelues 
with ftoare of dainty delicates, which were prouided 
by Rhodope, they paft away a great part of the day 
with amorous conceiptes and pleafant paries : till at 
laft the weather waxing fomewhat warme, Rhodope 
defirous to bath her feet in the coole fountaine, 
caufed one of her maides to pull of her fhopes, 
which were imbrodered with gould, and richly 
befette with ftones : which lhe diligently doing as 
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fhe laid them on the greene grafle, verie neceffarie 
to helpe her miftrefle off with her hoafe, an Eagle 
{oaring a loft, and feeing the glittering of the 
goulde, foufed fodainely downe and carried away 
her right fhooe in her gripe : which fodaine fight 
greatly amazed Rhodope; marueiling what this 
ftraunge and prodigious / chaunce fhoulde por- 
tende : beginning ftraight coniedturally to conftrue 
this happe to the worft : but her companions were 
of an other opinion, for fome of them faide it was 
a figne of good lucke : other that it was a token 
of honour and dignitie : All (her felfe excepted) 
faide the beft, becaufe women are moft pleafed with 
praifes and promifes, and fhee refted to thinke the 
beft, whatfoeuer in outward countenance fhe did 
pretende. Well, after they had diuerfely defcanted 
vppon this euent, fhee with her company returned to 
the Citie of Memphis, but the Eagle with the fhooe 
tooke her flight to the Court of Pfamnetichus, who 
at that verie moment was walking alone in his 
priuie Garden : aflbone as fhee came ouer the kings 
heade, not by chance, but by fome infortunate 
and difmall deftinie, fhe let the fhooe fall, and with 
a marueilous crie foared againe into the- ayre : 
which foodaine and prodigious fight fo amazed the 
olde king, and fo aftonifhed his fenfes, as they 
which gazed at the gaftlie heade of Gorgon. At 
laft come to himfelfe, he tooke vp the fhooe, 
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marueiling whether it did belong to fome heauenly 
Nymph, or fome mortall creature. The fhape 
pleafed his fancy, the gliftring beautie thereof 
delighted his eyes: (to be fhort) Cupid the ac- 
curfed fonne of Venus, feeing him at difcouert, 
drewe a boult to the heade and ftrooke PJamnetichus 
at the verie heart, which perced him fo deepe, that 
he beganne not onely to like the fhooe, but to loue 
the owner of fuch a pretious Iewell : feeling a 
tickling affection to enter into his minde : where- 
vppon he began to fmile at his owne follie that he 
mould be fo fond now in his age to doate, more 
then he did in his youth. 

Where by the way wee may note the defpightfull 
mallice of Venus, who perceiuing that her infor- 
tunate and ill affected influence, is hindered by a 
vertuous difpofition, and that although her accurfed 
configuration be of great force to infufe a certaine 
pronefle to vnlawfull venery, yet being preuented 
by a prouident and well difpofed mind, it doth 
little auaile, quiajapiens dominabitur aftris. Then 
incenfed with an enuious rage, fhe feeketh to intrap 
vertue with the Humbling blocks of vice, / and to 
inchant the minds of the wife with her poyfoned 
and alluring forceries : letting pafle, neither time 
nor toile till fhee hath brought wifdome to fuch 
a bay: as either fhee muft yeelde to her mafking 
follie, or buy her quiet with perpetuall torment. 
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But leauing Venus to her vanities, againe to PJam- 
netichus : Who feeking to fhake of this new found 
affedtion, flong out of the garden into the chamber 
of prefence, where hee found his fonne Philarkes 
and other noble men dauncing with the Ladies 
and Gendewomen, vnto whom both he mewed the 
fhoe and reaueled the chaunce, promifing that 
what Ladie coulde pull it on, fhoulde haue what 
Lawfull demaunde fhee woulde make. All defirous 
of gaine and glorie (beleeue mee, two Idols that 
women moft honour) aflailed to winne the price, 
but it was as eafie for them as for Vulcan to drawe 
on Thetis flipper on his poult foote : whereat 
Philarkes and the noble men fmiled, but Pfam- 
netichus pinched with an vnacquainted paflion, 
began to imagine what heauenly creature flie was, 
to whom this fhooe did belong : feeding himfelfe 
in this mufing humor vntill fuch a burning defire 
crept into his minde that neither reafon, nor 
counfaile could aflwage, fo that withdrawing him- 
felfe into his fecreat chamber, holding the fhooe in 
his hand, he caft himfelfe on his bedde, where he 
murmured out thefe or fuch like complaints. 

Ah thrife vnhappie PJamnetichus, what vnfitte 
fancies bee thefe for thy aged yeares ? what fonde 
thoughtes for thy gray heares? what vnmeete 
mufings for thy ftayed minde? wilt thou feeke to 
rake for quicke coales among dead cynders? to 
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fearch for frefhe flowers among withered weedes ? 
to fow youthfull defires in aged mindes ? if thou 
doe this PJamnetichus, thinke, though thou haft but 
a fhort time to liue, yet thou fhalt haue a long time 
to repent. For loue in age is like fyre among 
drie fticks, which kindled with y leaft puffe, is 
quenched in the leaft moment. Loue PJamnetichus ? 
whie art thou in loue, yea : with whome ? Alas I 
knowe not, and therefore the more infortunate is 
my loue. Pigmalion fell in loue with his Marble 
picture : an affection fo ftraunge, as he was both 
blamed and pittied for / doating on fuch a fens- 
leffe Image. A Senators fonne in Rome loued 
extreemly the Iuory picture of Vefta, whiche 
wroughte him fuch difcredit as he was exempted 
for bearing office in the citie. Were my cafe fuch, 
I wold think my felfe fortunate. But a fhoe of 
golde is the only thing that bewitcheth my mind : 
fuch a ftraunge fancie, as time hath neuer made 
report of the like. Tufh PJamnetichus, it is not 
the fhoe, but the Dame that oweth the fhoe, which 
hath inchanted thy affection : it is the Idea of her 
perfon, which by a fecret imagination, is imprinted 
in thy minde, that hath pearced thy heart : feeke 
then by fome meanes to free thy felfe from thofe 
fetters, whiche vnlefTe thou vnloofe, thou canft not 
but loofe. Dye then PJamnetichus, for nothing can 
free thee from loue but death. It is no earthly 
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creature, but fome heauenlie goddeffe, that oweth 
this Iewell, the excellent fhape of her, to whom 
this precious gemme doeth belong, was neuer 
placed on earth, but enthronyfed amongeft the 
heauens: the woorfe is thy happe, and the lefle 
caufe haft thou to hope: To hope? why not? 
PJamnetichus no doubt, fhee is a woman, and 
therefore to bee wonne with prayfes, or promifes, 
for that fhee is a woman. 

As thus he continued his complaints, his fonne 
Philarkes came into the chamber, wherevpon 
PJamnetichus ceafed, and for that time made no 
fhew of fbrrow, but paffed away the daye with 
other talke. The night beeing come, faining 
himfelfe not well at eafe, hee giuing his fonne 
and the other noble men the good night, went to 
his bedde, thinking by fleep to haue driuen away 
fuch fonde affections, but he was no fooner layd, 
but waking flumber, and halfe dreaming thoughts, 
fo tormented him, that he coulde take no reft : 
wherevpon he began to caft a thoufand doubtfull 
coniectures in his minde, what he had beft to do : 
at laft he found out this deuife. 

He called to remembrance that there was in his 
court a certayne fkilfull magician called Nejios, 
who by his fecret fcience might not only be a 
meanes to difcouer what Ladye was the owner of 
the fhoe, but alfo if through frowardneffe (a difeafe 
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comon to Venus darlings) me refufed his proffer, 
might by fome / amorous potions, ayde him to 
obtaine his purpofe. This polliticke conceite 
pleafed him paffing well, fo that on the morrowe 
(fearing that delay might breede daunger) hee fent 
for this olde doating Neftos, who comming to the 
kings prefence, and with great reuerence, doing his 
obeifance, craued to know his Maiefties pleafure : 
Pfamnetichus curteoufly refaluting him, tooke him 
by the hand, and led him into his priuy garden, 
where charging him firfte vppon his life and 
alleageaunce mofte fecretely to concede whatfo- 
euer he fhoulde in that place make manifeft : then 
hee broke with him in the matter, promyfing if hee 
coulde tell him by his arte who owed the fhoe, hee 
would rewarde him fo largely, as he mould haue 
caufe to fpeak of his bountie : otherwife if by 
negligence he mould be found flacke, he would fo 
bitterly reuenge hys frowarde difobedience, as hee 
fhoulde haue caufe to curfe both hymfelfe and 
his fcience. Neftos allured with the large promifes 
of the King, and feared wyth his fharpe and cruell 
threateninges, made anfweare, that what were able to 
bee doone by Arte, mould wyth all fkilfull diligence 
bee perfourmed : and herevppon hee craued three 
dayes to make a fhewe of his cunning. Pfamnetichus 
(fuche was the heate of his newe kindeled fancie) 
thought it a longe time to yeelde fo fmall a verdict, 
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yet hee was content, hoping by this meanes hee 
fhoulde bee fully fatisfied. Neftos leauing- the 
King in his dumpes, hyed him home to his lodging, 
and entring into his ftudy, began to fal to erecting 
'of figures, to take the eleuation of the pole, and 
the houre wherein the fhoe was found, but thefe 
fuperftitious ceremonies would not mew what hee 
fought for : fo that in fine, from confecrating, hee 
was faine to fall to flatte coniuring, wherein after 
hee had fwette lyke a dogge to adiure the Dyuell, 
hee perceiued by the Oracle, that hee had made an 
ende of his woorke : which hee had no fooner doone, 
but with all fpeede that might bee, hee pofted to 
the Courte, where beeying admitted to Pfamnetichus 
prefence, all the nobles commanded to auoyde the 
chamber, hee vttered thefe wordes. 

I am fory (right mightye Prince) that I cannot 
iuftly con/ceale, that your Grace hath ftraightly 
comanded me to reueale, my alleageance forbidding 
the one, & your highnefTe fo ftricklye vrging the 
other. I haue done what learning & fcience ca 
allow, yet vnwilling to fhewe what y froward 
deftinies do allot. But I hope wifdom fhal preuent 
that, which fancy feeketh to preted. The Lady 
which oweth this fhoe, is one whofe perfectio of 
body is greatly darkened with the imperfection of 
the mynde, and whofe Angular beauty is fuch, yet 
fo ftained with the fpot of lafciuious vanity, as all 
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may iudge fhee was framed by nature to defpight 
vertue. It is Rhodope, that infamous ftrumpet of 
Memphis. Nejlos had fcarfe vttered thefe words, 
but PJamnetichus (as one inraged with a franticke 
paffion) beganne in raoft cruel termes to exclaime 
againft Loue and Fortune, braying out fuch 
bitter curfes againft Venus, & her inequall lawes> 
that poore Nejios feeing his vnbrideled furie, was 
more afraid to perfwade him, then to coniure a 
diuell : trembling a while for feare, that the king 
fhould wrecke his wrath on his old carkafe. At 
laft when Pfamnetichus had fomwhat appeafed his 
furious paflions, he rewarded Nejlos and licenfed 
him to depart, withdrawing himfelfe into a fe- 
cret place, where hee powred foorth thefe com- 
plaints. 

Ah vniuft Venus, and moft accurfed Cupid, whofe 
hatefull delight, is to drowne men in vnequall 
thoughtes, and to make them doate in vnfitte 
fancies, feeking moft to affayle thofe myndes which 
thinke themfelues mofte fafe vnder the fhielde of 
vertue : coueting with bitter pleafures to procure 
fweete tormentes, and with feruyle affections to 
intangle free myndes. Alas I fee, and I figh, and 
forrowe to fee, that there is no dignity e, honour, 
age, nor yeeres, which canne refift the alluring 
charmes of Loue. Loue Pfamnetichus? why doeft 
thou loue ? It is a word vnmeet for thy mouth, 
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but a paflion farre more vnfit for thy minde. Thy 
gray hayres are fruites for death, not bloflbmes for 
Venus. Thy yeeres are too bee fpente in repentyng 
thy former follyes, not in renewing frefhe and 
amorous fancies. It is more fitte for thy age to 
cafte howe to dye, then to care howe to loue. 
Peace PJamnetichus, doe not / fo much as once name 
loue : why not ? Trees may haue rootes, though 
no leaues, and though flowers fal, hearbes may 
haue fap. Loue in age is a vertue, fo it be not 
blemifhed with inequall choyfe. Trueth, fonde 
foole, but what choice hafte thou made ? Of fome 
famous Princeffe ? oh no, it were too well : of 
fome begger? were fhe vertuous, why not? Oh 
PJamneticus, woulde to God it were fo wel. No, 
no, thou haft chofen Rhodope, a ftrumpet, not halfe 
fo famous for her beauty, as infamous for her 
vanity, one whofe honefty, nay difhonefty is to be 
bought by euery ftragling ftranger. Loue is vnfit 
for thy yeeres, becaufe thou art old, but fuch loue 
is vnmeet for thee wert thou neuer fo young. 
What wil the peeres "of Egypt fay, if they heare 
but of thy doting thoughts? wil not thy poore 
fubiedts forrow to be ruled by fuch a Queene? 
But alas, what will Philarkes doe ? Surely either 
feeke to cut her daies ftiorte with vntimely death, 
or to ende his owne life with continuall griefe. 
Ah PJamneticus, it were more honourable for thee 
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to die by concealing loue, then Hue and inioy 
fuch haplefle loue. 

And with that he fetcht fuch a deep figh, as it 
might wel witneffe how he fought with hatefull 
difdaine to quench fiich fonde defires, ftriuing with 
reafon to bridle appetite, and with wifedome to 
fupprefle affection, flying from that by his owne 
will, wherevnto he was led by an infortunate 
influence, but he found that to wreftle with loue, 
was with the crabbe to fwimme againft the ftream, 
and with the Deere to feed againft the wind: 
whervpo feeling fuch a deep impreffion to enter 
into his heart, as neither counfel, nor reafon could 
race out, he yeelded an vnwilling confent to loue, 
thogh the only thing he fought to hate. Pinched 
a long time with thefe contrary paflions, his care 
and forrow fo increafed, forrowing that he had 
made fo ill a choyce, yet careful how he might 
obtaine his choyce, that his aged and feeble com- 
plexion, weakened with a more heauie burden 
then he was able to beare, had almoft yeelded vnto 
death. His fonne Philarkes marueling at his 
fathers vnaccuftomed dumpes, feing that he had 
made a change of his wonted paftime, and pleafures, 
for folitary thoughts and contemplations, caft diuers 
coniedtures / in his head what might be the caufe of 
his fathers fodain fbrow: fure he was, it could not 
be for want of honour, in that he was a king : if 
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gold might make one merry, as no doubt it is 
the onely whetftone to mirth, his father wanted 
no treafure. Egypt was not peftered with ciuil 
tumults, nor troubled with forrain inuafions. Al 
which things duly cofidered, hee could not con- 
iecture what fhuld be the occafion of his fathers 
forrow : fo y defirous to know, what mould be the 
caufe of his care, and willing (if it lay in his power) 
to redrefle it : finding his father within few dayes 
alone in y garden, at his accuftomed dumps, he 
brake wyth him to know the caufe of his dolor, 
crauing reuerently of his father, if it were his 
pleafure, that he would make him partaker of his 
griefes, feeing that there is no better remedye for 
a troubled minde, then to participate his care to 
fome fecrete friend, promifing (as it was his duty 
by the law of nature to proteft) that if his life 
might bee a meanes to appeafe his heauye paffions, 
hee would moft willingly free him from thofe 
perplexed forrowes. 

Pfamnetichus hearing the'dutifull obedience of 
his fonne, & noting with what vnfained proteftatios 
he vttered thefe words, pardy for the ioy hee con- 
cerned of his fonnes good nature, and partly for 
the remembrance of his owne doating affections, 
hee burft forth into teares, yet feeking to conceale 
that fhame forbad him to reueale, finding this ex- 
cufe moft fit for the time, and his ftraunge paflions. 
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Philarkes, thou knoweft euery thing is meafured 
by his due time. The fpring hath frefh flowers, 
and pleafant gleames. Autumne withered leaues 
and bitter ftormes. Youth is paynted gazing at 
the ftarres, Age looking downe to the ground. 
Pleafaunt conceytes are the bloflbmes of young 
yeeres, and melancholy thoughts, the fruites of 
gray haires. I tell thee Philarkes when I was 
young, I delighted in mirth and labour : and 
nowe being old, I ioy in eafe and fadnes. Thou 
marueileft how I can be fo fubiect to dumpilh 
thoughts, and I wonder how thou caft be fo free 
fro care and griefs. It is not want of profperity, 
but the experience of many yeeres, y hath taught 
me in age to think how to die. The ioy of 
my youth, and the comfort I mould haue / had 
being old, is gone : I meane thy mother Farina, 
the remembrance of whofe death, makes me as : 
fofowful as thy life and obedience makes me 
ioyfull. Ceafe then, good Philarkes, to enquire 
the caufe of my care, and feeke not to redrefle 
that whiche nature denieth to haue any remedy. 

Philarkes was fatisfied with his fathers anfwere, 
but PJamnetichus more troubled with his fons 
demand, fo that he could take no reft, but lingred 
in doubtfull thoughts, til at laft reafon yeelding to 
appetite, and wifedome to affection, he determined 
to enioye a full content, though he both ouerthrewe 
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himfelfe and his kingdome. Beeing refolute in this 
determination, for the better bringing to pafle of 
his purpofe, hee appoynted that his Court fhoulde 
bee kepte at the Citye of Memphis, and heerevpon 
commanded, that with as much fpeede as might 
bee, the Court fhoulde remoue. The Courtiers 
willing, becaufe the Winter drew on, to foiourne in 
the citie, vfed great diligence in difpatching their 
affaires : and the Citizens hearing that the King 
fhould come, willing to fhew themfelues dutiful 
fubiedts to fo louing a Souerain, indeuoured to 
receiue him in the moft fumptuous and folemne 
manner they coulde, prouiding fhewes, iuftes, 
tourneyes and triumphes : {paring no expences, to 
fhew their dutifull affections. PJamnetichus per- 
ceiuing by outward actions, the inward good will 
of his Citizens, requited theyr kindneffe w;th fuch 
friendly curtefie & princely magnificence, that with 
one generall affent, they all prayfed his bountie 
and vertue. 

PJamnetichus fetled thus in Memphis, began now 
only to care how he might enioy the fight of 
Rhodope, hoping y when he had glutted his eyes 
with her beauty, he fhould free himfelfe from the 
fnare of difordinat fancy. To fend for her to the 
Court, was the ready meanes to reueale his folly to 
the whole worlde, and to repaire vnto the houfe of 
a Curtefan, was to difhonor his princely dignity, 
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with a feruile difcredite : but to remayne ftil in 
the hellifh paffions, was in life to fuffer farre worfe 
paynes then death. At lafte, feeing his troubled 
minde coulde finde out no fhiftie deuife, hee 
thought it befte to make fome of his truftye / 
feruauntes priuy to his affections, who perhappes 
by fome fubtill pollicie might procure him to 
obtaine his purpofe : and hee thought none fo fitte 
for the participating of fuche a waightye matter* 
then his Chamberlayne Zorajles : vnto whom on a 
daye when hee founde fitte time and opportunitie, 
hee reuealed the whole matter, laying before him 
two baytes, preferment, and death, promifing that 
if in fecrete wife hee could help him to the fight 
of Rhodope, hee woulde bountifully rewarde him 
with liuinges and dignities : otherwyfe if eyther he 
fhoulde halte, or bee founde flacke in the perfourm- 
aunce of hys commaunde, all tortures and tormentes 
fhoulde bee too eafie for the reuege of his difloyalty. 
Zorajies hearing with forrow this hapleffe pretence 
of the King, knowing that hee was fo refolute in his 
purpofes, as no reafon or counfell could diuerte [him] 
from his determinations, thought perfwafions 
woulde little preuaile: and therefore told him, 
that if his Maiefty would followe his deuife, he 
would that night bring him to the fighte of 
Rhodope, in fuch fecret forte, that no man but 
they two, fhould fo much as once fufpedb the 
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matter. For the fulfilling of this his promife, 
hee aduifed the king to faine him felfe ficke, and 
to giue a fpeciall charge, that none, no not his fonne 
Philarkes, mould trouble hym, vnleffe they were 
fent for by Zoraftes. This done, hee willed 
Pfamnetichus to difguife hym felfe in the attire of 
one of his Gentlemen, and then they two pafling 
out at a pofterne gate, which opened into a darke 
lane, might wythout daunger or fufpition, goe 
vnto the houfe of Rhodope. 

This prety pollicy greatly pleafed the king, fo 
that without any further confultation, hee put 
Zoraftes deuife in practife: for assoone as the 
night came, he changed both his apparel & 
countenaunce fo cunningly, as hee might bee taken 
rather for fome ftale Courtier, then for fo mightye 
a Potentate. Hauing made thus an ynfitte Meta- 
morphofis of him felfe, accompanyed with Zoraftes, 
hee pafled through the Pofterne, and wente ftraight 
to the houfe of Rhodope. Where wee maye note, 
the intemperate and malicious influence of Venus, 
who by her/irradiat conftellation,do[es] worke fuch 
ftraunge affectes in mens mindes, as after they 
haue yeelded a little to her allurementes, neither 
wifedome, age, reafon, counfaile, dignities, nor 
honour, can race out her difmall and malign 
impreffion : yea, her infufed working is of fuch 
force, that who fo is pricked forward by her 
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entifing perfwafions, feeth no daunger, or difcredite 
fo hapleffe, which he will not aduenture to obtaine 
his purpofe. But nowe to Rhodope, who' beeing 
certified by one of her maides, that a Gentleman 
of PJamnetichus Courte was at the doore, attyring 
her felfe with moft coftly. iewels, and perfuming 
her houfe with moft fweet odours, fhe fent for him 
vppe haftely, and at his comming, intertayned him 
with fuch amorous glaunces, & lafciuious curtefies, 
that he began both to maruel, and fmile at the 
artificial fleightes of fuch an infamous ftrumpet: 
feeing with what cunnyng diffimulation, fhee 
beganne to fhewe a fayned kinde of affection, and 
how gayne had taught her to allure the myndes of 
euery ftraunger, he began to conceiue a loathing 
hatred of her lewd life, that defire was ready/ to 
turne to difdaine, had not wanton and lafciuious 
Venus with the intifing charm of beautye, inchaunted 
his doating affections. 

For when he had gazed a while on her excellent 
perfection, feeing there was nothing in her, her 
minde excepted, but that was Angular, hee ex- 
claymed againft the Gods, that to defpyghte nature, 
had placed fuche hellifhe conditions in fuch a 
heauenly creature. But fuch was the force of 
vnbrideled fancie, that hee coulde not conceiue 
fuche difdayne at her vanitie, as hee dyd defire to 
her beauty. For his fenfes were fo befotted with 
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this alluring Syren, that he loft at laft not onelye 
his libertye, but his life, by her pernitious trecheries. 
Well, Pfamnetichus paffing awaye the Euening with 
Rhodope, in fuche haplefle pleafures, as he then 
thought moft happy, hauing fomewhat fatisfied 
himfelfe with her defired prefence, at laft tooke 
his leaue, and giuing her the farewell, with an 
vnwilling Conge, departed fpeedily, and fecretely to 
the palace : whither beeying come, no fooner he was 
entred into his chamber, but cafting him felf vpon 
his bedde, the beautye and perfection of Rhodope, 
gaue / him fuch fierce aflaultes as he could take no 
reft, but at laft hee burft forth into thefe com- 
plaintes. 

Pfamnetichus, woulde to God either thou hadft 
beene borne to lefle dignities, or more wifedome, 
fo fhould thy hap haue been better, or thy dis- 
credite lefle : but where will is a fubiect to folly, 
wilhes are counted but too fonde. Thou art a 
King Pfamnetichus, and aged : thy honour might 
perfwade thee to more vertue, and thy yeeres 
diflwade thee from fuch vanity. Wilt thou yeeld 
to loue her, whofe ftaylefle affection, neither likes 
any, nor loues her felfe : if thou wilt haue a 
Concubine, choofe fuch a one, as may onely be 
at thy will, not at euery bafe vaflals commaund. 
In deede Rhodope hath done amine : what then ? 
may ftiee not make amends ? yes no doubt, though 
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fhe hath flattered them which are fubiectes, fhe 
wil, nay ftiee dare doe no otherwife but fancie thee 
which art her foueraine. Reft then content Pfam- 
netichus, Rhodope may be woone, and what canft 
thou wifh more ? Alas yes, for vnlefle fhe be my 
wife, neither can I like, nor fhe loue. Thy wife ? 
will thy counfaile and commons agree to fuch 
inconuenience ? will thy fonne confent to fuch an 
vnequall match ? will they fond foole ? nay they 
fhall : in defpight of them my will fhall ftand for 
a law, and I will followe content, not counfaile. 
Rhodope is worthy to be a Queene, and I fay, that 
none in Egypt dare gainfay : fhe fhalbe a Queene. 
And with that, feeding him felf in his humour, 
he fel a fleepe, paffing away the latter part of the 
night with many pleafant dreames. On the morn- 
ing assoone as he got vp, he aflembled the Dukes 
and nobles of Egypt, and commaunded them vpon 
their allegance, they fhould not depart from the 
court till they heard further of his pleafure. The 
fame day hee caufed writtes to be directed into 
euery part of his kingdome, to fommon the Lords 
and Barrons to a Parliament, which fhoulde be 
holden within xv. dayes. This ftraunge and 
fodaine newes made the Lords of the counfaile 
to maruell what weightie affaires the king had to 
enacT; by ftatute, which hee would not make them 
priuie vnto : fo many men, fo many wits : euery 
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one yeelded his verdi&e but all mift the Cufhion : 
efpeciallie P hilar kes be/gan to mufe that his 
Father had not tolde him the caufe of this fodaine 
conuocation : but feeing it was the kings pleafure, 
to conceale the fecrete to him felfe, they relied 
contente till it might be made manifeft in the open 
affemblie. 

The day of the Parleament being come, the 
nobilitie arayed in their roabes, attended vppon 
the Kinge to the Parleament houfe, where euery 
one fet in his degree, as the common fpeaker was 
ready to haue made his Oration, the Kinge willed 
him to filence, commaunding that Rhodope fhoulde 
bee fent for, and that then he would declare the 
caufe of their affemblie. This draue them al into 
dumpes, euerie one whifpering to other their virdicT: 
of the Kinges wil. Some thought there was fome 
great complaints made to the king againft her for 
her lafciuious life. Other thought fhe had preteded 
fome treafon againft his perfbn : al by imagination 
fufpecting the worft, yet not halfe fo ill as the fequell 
proued. The mefTage was no fooner deliuered to 
Rhodope but a quaking feare poffeffed al her ioyntes, 
doubtinge fhee had committed fome haynous fade 
which deferued death : or y becaufe fhe was a 
common curtifan, the King meant to confifcate her 
goods to the Crown. Thefe & fuch like doubts 
daunted her mynde : yet chering her felfe fome- 
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what, for that fhe knewe me was guiltlefle from 
murther or treafon, decking her felfe in riche and 
coftlye attyre, fhee went with the garde to the 
Parleament houfe : whereinto assoone as me was 
entered, with reuerent obeyfaunce kneelinge before 
the Kinge, fhee fearefullie attended to heare his 
Maiefties pleafure. The Dukes and Lordes of 
Egipe were driuen in a maze at the excellent 
beautie of Rhodope, curfing & accufing the gods of 
iniuftice, that had blemifht fuch excellent perfection, 
with fuche imperfecte qualities. But PJamnetichus 
gazing a long while on her face, began almoft to 
fall a fleepe in fweete conceites, til at laft putting 
fuch thoughtes out of his mind, with a ftern and 
difdayneful looke, he vttered thefe fpeeches. 

It is no marueile if you ftand amazed (Right 
mightie Princes of Egipe) to fee your King, who 
was woont to craue youre confent in fmall affayres, 
without your councell nowe / to begin a thing of 
fuch greate importance, I meane a Parleamente: 
But hee that feeketh to haue his purpofe vnpre- 
uented, muft not plume his actions with times 
feathers, leafte either fortune or counfayle hinder 
his enterprife. Many thinges fall out betweene 
the cuppe and the lippe : and daunger is alwaies a 
companion to delay. To take away therefore all 
occafions of hindrance, I haue vpon the fodayne 
affembled you, not onely to heare what I can faye : 
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but without either doubt or denial, to confirme 
what I fhall fay : death hauing depriued me of her 
in my latter yeares who was my onlie Ioye in the 
prime of my youth, I meane your good Queene 
Farina. And although I am olde yet not fo 
ftriken in age but that I mufte and can yeeld to 
affection : fo that I intende, nay I wil in difpight 
of all menne, take Rhodope heere prefent to my 
wife, and before we depart from this feflion, fhee 
fhalbe crowned Queene. It may be, nay I am 
affured you al will greatly miflike of the match, 
& grudge that your King mould marry with a 
Curtifan. But I charge you all in generall, & I 
wifh each one that loueth his owne life, neither 
with counfaile nor reafon to perfwade mee from 
that I haue purpofed, leaft he incurre further 
daunger, and my perpetuall difpleafure. 

PJamnetichus vttering thefe wordes with a furious 
countenaunce, draue the Noble men to fylence : 
But Rhodope into a greater maze, that the king 
vppon fo fmall acquaintance ihould choofe her 
for his wife : wherevpon conceiuing an vnfpeake- 
able ioy (for a womans heart fwelleth with nothing 
more then honour) fhee with humble reuerence 
kneeling vppon her knees, extolled PJamnetichus 
curtefie, that he woulde vouchfafe being a king, 
to looke on fo bafe and infamous a creature as 
fhee was, promifing to remaine his handmaide, 
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preft to performe what his grace coulde either 
wifh or commaunde, if the loffe of her life might 
accomplifh his defire. But Philarkes, who fat 
nipped on the pate with this ftraunge newes, 
inraged with wrath and choller, coulde fcarfe 
keepe his handes from preuenting his fathers 
miferie, by the violent death of fuch a vile 
ftrumpet : which Pfamnetichus parti ie / perceiued 
by his countenance, wifhed him to fpeake his 
minde without controlement, whether he liked 
of the match or no : promifing to pardon what- 
foeuer was faide. Philarkes with a face fraught 
full of furie, and a minde inflamed with choller, 
choofing (if he might) rather prefent death then 
to fee his Fathers dignitie attainted with fuch dis- 
honour, vttered his minde briefly in thefe words. \ 
May it pleafe your highnefle, I feare to offend, 
if I fay what I fhould, & yet were loath to flatter, 
in faying what I woulde not : but fith I may haue 
free libertie to fpeak what I think, my verdidl 
fhalbe foone giuen. I confefle that what pleafeth 
the father ought to content the fonne, and therfore 
I count Pfamnetichus will a law to Philarkes : yet 
as obedience wifheth a confent, fo nature willeth 
with a friendly denyall to difwade from things that 
ofFende, not onely men, but are euen hatefull to 
the gods. I fay therefore, that Pfamnetichus fhould 
get more honour by exiling fuch an infamous 
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ftrumpet, not onely from Memphis, but out of al 
the confines of Egypt, then if he had obtained more 
triumphes then that inuincible Cajar. No doubt 
your grace fhall foone, nay I feare too foone, finde 
my words to be true, that in hoping to get a fweete 
content, you fhal gaine a fowre difquiet : like to 
them which pleafed with the couler of the tree Lotos, 
are poyfoned assoone as they taft of the Apples. • 

VJamnetichus, fuch was his loue, or rather 
vnbridled liift, as he would not fuffer Philarkes to 
fpeake any word more, but in. great choller pro- 
tected if his promife had not beene paft, hee would 
haue made him repent thofe opprobrious fpeeches. 
The Noble men feeing the kings furie, were all 
in their dumpes, and durft not for feare of death 
gainefay y which he had faid, fo that prefently 
Rhodope was appareled in rich and princely roabes, 
and by two of the chiefe Dukes of Egypt lead 
from the Parliament houfe to the temple of the god 
Appollin: where the Archflamyne, as his office was, 
not only crowned her Queene, but alfo with the 
facred rites celebrated & finifhed vp the marriage : 
in the honour whereof the Noble men making a 
vertue of their neceflitie, appointed certaine 
triumphes and fhewes, / diflembling their inward 
forrow with outwarde conceites, and fhadowing 
the counterfeite of griefe with pleafures colours. 
But poore Philarkes pinched to the heart w his 
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fathers doting follie, fpente the whole day in 
blubbring forth bitter teares, fo that he was faine 
to abfent him felfe from the banquit : whereas 
Pfamneticus feeding his eies more w gafing on the 
incoparable beautie of his new foreworne fpoufe, 
then his ftomack with any daintie delicates, feafted 
his Citizens and fubiectes the fpace of twelue dayes 
fo fumptuouflye, as they mighte perceiue he {pared 
for no coft to fhewe his liberall minde. But as 
the longeft fommers daye hath his euening, fo this 
feafte being ended, and euery one departed to their 
houfes, Pfamneticus and Rhodope liued with fuch 
fweete content as two fuch new maried couples can 
enioy. This fecure quiet continued by the fpace 
of one whole yeere, till Venus either grudging at 
their halfe honeft loue, or difdayning that Rhodope 
had begun to leaue her accuftomed vanitie, and 
was waxen more charie, and lefle amorous, thoght 
to fhew her lawlefle power by fome more vnlawfull 
meanes : me therfore fought to yoake that necke 
whiche as yet was neuer tamed, and to inflame 
that heart with a burning defire, whiche hitherto 
had beene frozen with a cold difdaine: to bringe 
which to paffe, fhee wrought this haplefle meanes. 
It fortuned y on a daye as Rhodope looked out 
of her Chaber windowe, fhee efpied yonge Philarkes 
playing at the barriers with diuerfe noble men 
his companions, wherein he behaued him felfe fo 
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valiantly, as hee fhewed that .hee was farre fupe- 
riour to them all in courage and valour. Rhodope 
commending in her minde both his prowefTe and 
perfection, began to be tickled with a more then 
accuftomed affection towardes him, for the gray 
heares of PJamneticus had alreadye glutted her 
fancie, and the yonge yeares of Philarkes began to 
fharpen her halfe pined ftomacke : for womens 
affections are not feade with kingedomes or treafures, 
but with youthfull conceites & fweete amours. Age 
may be alotted to gaze at bewties bloffomes but 
youthe mufte clime the tree and enioye the fruite. / 
Well, Rhodope being a woman, and therefore both 
amorous and inconftant, fhamed not to difdaine 
the father and defire the fonne : yeelding her felf 
captiue to luft at the firft alarum. To be fhort, 
Venus had fo fnared her in the beautie of her fonne 
Philarkes, as her only ioy was in enioying the fight 
of his perfon, yet as there is no weede fo badde 
which ferueth not to fome vfe, nor confiction fo 
deadly which hath not one good fimple : fo in 
Rhodopes mind, holely ftained with vice, there' were 
fome fparks of vertue : for fhe confidered with her 
felf, that PJamnetichus of a common and infamous 
ftrumpet, had without anie defert, but vpon meere 
affection, made her a Queene : and if fhe fhould 
fo falfifie her faith, the gods would not fuffer fuch 
difloyall ingratitude to be vnreuenged. Further, 
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the impoflibility of obtaining fuch inceftuous loue, 
was a meanes to perfwade her from fuch lafciuious 
thoughts. But fhee whom Venus had blinded with 
fhameleffe affection, cared not for thefe confidera- 
tions, but followed her owne forwarde will, feeking 
not to repreffe her luft, but how to enioy her 
loue : fo y fhe began to fhew Philarkes, more then 
accuftomed fauors, painting her beauty out with 
frefh coulers, & feeking to intrappe the young 
Prince with alluring flatteries, and amorous glaunces. 
Philarkes whofe young yeares were apt for loue, 
began more narrowlie to marke the beautie of 
Rhodope then he had done before, feeing her 
Angular perfection to bee fuch, and her beautie to 
be fb rare, that fhe ftained not onely all the ladies 
in Egypt, but as he thought in all the world: re- 
fembling rather a heauenly Nimph then a mortall 
creature, infomuch he thought his father not to be 
blamed for making fo good a choice, and wifhing 
himfelfe if euer he married as happie a chance. 
Thefe fparkes of affections grew by time to a great 
flame, fb that he began not onely to like, but to 
luft after Rhodope, which he fought to repreffe with 
thefe reafons. Firft he perfwaded himfelfe that 
inceftuous adultrie was a finne fb repugnant to 
nature, as the verie brute beaftes did abhorre the 
committing of fuch a fact, and that it was fo odious 
both to the gods and men, as it were better to 
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commit either facreledge or murther : but thefe / 
thoughts could not quech that which iniurious 
Venus had. once fet on fire, for he felt his mind fo 
paffionate with y beauty of his mother in law, as 
no counfaile might appeafe his maladie : yet nature 
and vertue fo much preuailed, that he chofe rather 
to die then to confent vnto fuch vnnaturall dis- 
loyaltie : his griefe fo increafed by concealing his 
difordinate fancies, that hee fell into a daungerous 
ficknefTe, hauing his heade fo weakened with con- 
tinuall care; and yrkfome paflions: that hee was 
almoft brought into a frenfie. Pfamnetichus feeing 
his fonne thus perplexed, fent for the raoft learned 
Phifitions in all Egypt, but neither could they con- 
iecture his difeafe, nor redrefle his maladie, which 
fo grieued the king as he tooke no delight but in 
forrowing for his fonne Philarkes. Rhodope, who 
was more than half fick with the fame difeafe, 
intending to fee if fhe could fift out the caufe of 
his ficknes, decked her felf in her braueft attire 
and went to vifite Philarkes: eomming into his 
bedchamber, and finding him lying as one in a 
trance, ihee commanded all to auoyd the chamber, 
for a while. Philarkes no fooner faw Rhodope, but 
he ftart vp in his bed, and flaring in her face fetcht 
a deep figh. She who by her former occupation 
was a great calculater of fuch fecreat paflions, 
knewe without feeling of his pulfe, where his 
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greateft paine was: fitting therfore downe vpon his 
bed, taking him by the hande, fhe intreated him 
with fugred fpeech, & amorous perfwafions to 
vnfold the caufe of his ficknefTe, proniifing not 
onely to conceale it, were it neuer fo fecreat, but 
to redres it if it lay in her power, were it neuer 
lb daungerous. Philarkes hearing Rhodope vtter 
thefe vnfained proteftations, hoped that he might 
haue fome fuccefle in his fute, but fhame of his 
vnlawfull requeft, enioyned him a long time to 
fylence, til at laft affections banifhing feare, with 
bafhfull face and blubbring teares, he reuealed vnto 
her the caufe of his forrow : how her beautie had fo 
inchaunted his mind, and bewitched his fenfes, that 
vnleffe her confent were a conferue to cure his care, 
there were no meanes to free him from his paffions 
but death, Rhodope no fooner heard Philarkes 
vtter thefe wordes, but as one in a rage me rofe vp 
railing with / bitter termes againft his folly, whereas 
God knowes, it was the onely thing fhee defired: a 
womans faulte, to thruft awaye that with her litle 
finger, whiche they pull to them with both theyr 
handes. Although Philarkes faw her in fuche a 
chafe, yet hee would not giue ouer the chafe at 
the firft default, but ftoode faft to his tackling, 
infomuch that after a few confenting denialles, fhe 
agreed, assoone as place and time would ferue, to 
fulfil his requeft. Philarkes fealing vp the bargain 
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with a few fweet khTes, refted content with this 
defired confent, and in fhorte time recouered his 
former health, to the great ioy of his father PJam- 
netichus, and his mother in law Rhodope. 

Well, thefe two haplefle louers, liuing a while in 
their fuppofed happinefle, the gods grudging at 
fuch vnnatural actions, reuenged their bruitifh dis- 
loyalty with a fpeedie & cruel punifhment : for fo 
it fell out, that PJamnetichus fpyed in fhort time 
their (not to be named) villany on this wife. 

The king being gone on progrefle, left the 
Queene at home, as he thought, 'halfe ficke (for 
what cannot women faine to fulfill their fancies) 
and commanded his fonne Philarkes to beare her 
companie, vntil his returning : not thinking to 
repaire to Memphis, til a moneth were fully expired. 
PJamnetichus beyng gone, the two louers floated in 
bliffe, hauing fuch fitte opportunities for the fruition 
of their loues, as they could wifhe or imagine. 
But the king doating on the beautye of his young 
wyfe, had not beene abfent ten dayes, but that he 
tooke poll horfe, and rode very fecretly and fpeedily 
to Memphis, where beeyng arryued, paffing in at the 
pofterne gate, onelye accompanied wyth Zoroaftes 
his chamberlain, he found Rhodope and Philarkes 
in bed together faft on fleepe. Which ftrange & 
vnnatural fight fo danted the old king, as a quaking 
cold poflefling his limmes, hee ftoode trembling for 
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the horror of fiich a bruitifh fact, till his chilling 
feare turning into a flaming choler, hee fell almoft 
into a raging frenzie: yet hee fomewhat appeafed 
his furye, tyll hee hadde fent for twoo or three of 
hys Noble menne, which hee had lefte at the Court 
to bee attendaunt in hys abfence vpon the Queene> 
that they myght bee wytnefles of /this vnnaturall 
inceft. They were no fooner come, but with raging 
threats, he wakened the two haplefle Louers out of 
their fweete flumber, who feeyng VJamnetichus and 
the noble men ft'anding by, as . beholders of their 
villainous adulterie, were fo amazed, as they could 
not vtter one worde. The king difdayning to 
debate of y matter with thefe vilde wretchesj 
pullyng foorth his arming fwoorde, at two ftroakes 
difpatched them both : a punifhment too good for 
fuche a haynous offence, and a death not fharpe 
enough for fuche inceftuous traitours. 

Pfamnetichus had no fooner finifhed this tragicall 

ftratageme, but afhamed at his owne doating follye, 

and forrowfulle that his fonne had fo farre trans- 

grefled the lawe of nature, went prefently into 

his ftudye, and there finding a vyall of 

poyfon, to releafe hym felfe from 

infuing miferies, ended his 

daies with that deadly 

confection. 

(V) 



X. 

PENELOPE'S WEB. 

1587. 

t)jj> «)j(» c)jt» c)f> ^[C> i)jt.€)J(> i)J(»c)j(> djt>cjf> ^t> c^tt»)j(> c)j(>«)J& t){t> dft. «& c)fe «)jEi c$»trtf>€>R. 



NOTE. 

Of ' Penelope's Web ' there seems only to have been the one edition, 
i.e. of 1587. It is of the rarest of Greene's books. Our exemplar is 
that in the Bodleian (Malone 572) of which the (known) date is torn off. 
See more on this in annotated Life in Vol. I. — G. 



PENELOPES 
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Wherein a Chriftall Myrror of faemi- 

nine perfection reprefents to the viewe of euery one 
thofe vertues and graces, which more curioufly beautifies 

the mynd of women, then eyther fumptuous Apparell, or Jewels of 

ineftimable valew : the one buying fame with honour, the o- 

ther breeding a kynd of delight, but with repentance. 



In three feueral difcourfes cUJo are three efpeciall vertues, necejjary to 
be incident in euery vertuous woman, pithely difcujfed - name- 
ly Obedience, Cha/titie, and Sylence: Interlaced with 
three feuerall and Comicall Uiftories. 



BY ROBERT GREENE MairterofArtes 
in Cambridge. 
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To the Right Hono- 
rable and vertuous his very good Ladie and 
Mifireffe, the Ladie Margaret Countejfe 
of Cumberland : and to the no lefle 
Honourable and vertuous the Ladie 
Anne Countefle of Warwicke : 
Robert Greene wifheth encreafe 
of Honor and Vertue. 

Derates (Right Honorable) being forced 
by the Athenias to fend presents to Apollo, 
offered not vp, as others did, the Juperfluitie 
of wealth, but the Mnigmaes of Hermes 1're/megifius, 
yeelding this reqfon, that Apollo was not poore but wife. 
Achilles beautified the "Temple of T alias with Speares 
and Helmets, in that the Goddejfe was patronejfe of 
Jouldiers. Dyanas prefent was a Bow: and I by 
chance finding fo precious a monument as the Web of 
Penelope, the only trophee of her chaftitie, was per- 
Jwaded to beftowe it vpon your Honors, as vpon two 
Ladies, whofe vertues deferues among the befi the / 
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patronage ofjuch a famous antiquitie. For if trueth 
be the daughter of tyme, and tyme the Heralt that beft 
emblazeth affetlions : the report that the Gretians made 
of the Princejfe of Ithaca, may Jeeme but afitlion com- 
pared with the fame of your Ladifhips vertuous refo- 
lutions : which arefuch andfo rare, as your very enemies 
(if you haue any) are forced maugre their teeth to bee 
true dijcouerers of your vertues. Homer penned his 
Odiffea compreheding the life of Vliffes becaufe he was 
wife. And I (may it pleafe your Ladifhips) haue 
attempted the difcourfe of Penelopes Web, for that 
fhe was chaji, that as diuers reading the Poets works 
did imitate his wifedome andfpoke well of his pollicie : 
fofome by glancing at this toy may take a prefident 
of her chaftitie, and giue thankes to your Honours, 
whoje chaft and vertuous life brought this worke to 
light. But Jome may obietl that Homers pen deawed 
forth fuch fugred eloquence, as be/eemed the difcourfe 
of Vlyjfes trauailes : whereas my harfh ftyle and 
methode makes the Web that of it Jelfe was as/oft 
as the Seres wooll, be as rough as Goates hayre. I 
confejfe my fault, and therfore by cuftome clayme 
pardon of courfe : yet thus farre dare I anfwere for 
my Jelf, that although Demofthenes had a Plaudite 
for I his Oration becaufe it was curious : yet Nemius 
got the Jentence for the trueth of his playne tale. 
Penelope her Jelfe was more chaft then eloquent. 
Virgill was feene to haue Ennius in his hand. The 
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Remain Ladies Jpurned at the fweete verfes of Ouid, 

when they read ouer the Satyrs of Juuenall. And I 

hope your Ladifhips wil vouchfafe of Penelopes Web, 

at leaft for the iiertue of the woman that fir ft wrought 

it, though the Cloath workers arte haue giuen it Jo 

bad a glojfe. Damydas caufed his Parrat to pearke 

vnder a Dragon ofbrajfe to defend it fro the Vultures 

tyranny : and I fhrowde this fimple worke vnder your 

Honors patronage, that the enuious, whofe tungs cut 

like Swords, may like the Serpent feare to offend that 

hearb, whereon the beames of the Sunne doth reft. 

Thus hoping your Ladifhips will for Penelopes 

fake vouchfafe offuch a homely prejent, 

though otherwife vnworthy the 

patronage offuch Honorable 

perfonages, I commit 

your honors to the 

almightie. 

Tour Ladifhips in all duetiful feruice 
to command, Robert Greene. 




TO THE GENTLE- 
MEN READERS HEALTH. 

lf O oft (Gentlemen) have I relyed ypon 
your courtefie, and found you fo fauor- 
able, that ftill I aduenture to prefent 
what I write to your iudgementes, hoping as my 
intent is to pleafe all, if it might bee without 
offence, fo I fhal be pardoned of al, though pre- 
fuming to farre. It may be the forehead is not 
alwayes a true heralt of affections, neither the rules 
of Phifiognomie infallible principles : for they 
which fmiled in the 'Theatre in Rome, might as- 
foone fcoffe at the rudeneffe of the Jcane, as giue 
a Plaudite at the perfection of the action, and they 
which paffe ouer my toyes with filence, may 
perhappes fhrowde a miflike in fuch patience: if 
they doe, yet foothing my felfe in the hope of their 
courtefies, I fleepe content like Phidias in myne 
owne follies, thinking all is well, till proofe telles 
me the contrarie. I was determined at the firft to 
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haue made no appeale to your fauorable opinions, 
for that the matter is womens prattle, about the 
vntwifting of Penelopes Web. But conudering 
that Mars wil fometime bee prying into Venus 
papers, and gentlemen defirous to heare the parlie 
of Ladies, I thought rather to write a lyne to 
much, and fo be counted forward, then by leauing 
out one title, incurre your difpleafures, and fo be 
iudged froward : but whatfoeuer I haue done or 
written, I onely defire for my paynes your fauor- 
able acceptance, and fo wifh to you, as to my felfe, 
to Hue fortunate, and dye happy. 

Yours to vfe, Robert Greene. 
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To the Courteous and Courtly 

Ladies of England. 

%Fter that (Gentlewomen) I had finijhed 
this work of Penelopes Web and was 
willed to commit it to the Prejfe, I fell 
to parlie with my felfe whether I Jhould flay it 
as Appelles did Venus Piclure, halfe vnfinifhed in 
the Printers fourmes : or thrufi it out as Myfon 
did a ragged table befcratcht with a Penfell. 
Appelles was froward, and Myfon too forward, both 
faultie, and euery man hath his folly. It may be 
fome will thinke me of Antifthenes faction, that layed 
platfourmes of euery mans life, 13 yet the Philofopher 
was more wife in his precepts then wary of his owne 
gouernement : and count me very ceconomycall that 
feeke tofet downe the duetie of a wife, and to deliuer 
principles tofuch a purpofe. If I haue inter medled 
to Jarre it is (Gentlewomen) in difcouering the 
vertues ofyourfex, not in cenfuring Jeuerely of your 
atlions: for I prefent but the viewe of thofe vertues 
that naturally are, or t incidently ought to bee as well 
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in virgins that facrifice to Vefta, as in wiues that / 

make Jecrete vowes to Lucyna. I reprehend not, 

as one thinking all generally to bee vertuous, but 

per/wade, as one wifhing perticularly euery one 

fhould lyue well and dye better. If any that are 

enuious grudge at my doing, I firaight for refuge flye 

to your good words, which I count as a Jufficient 

defenjory againft fuch as loue to backbyte. Committing 

therfore my Booke to your patronage, leaft the 

gates being to bigge for the Cittie, the Moun- 

tayne fhould Jeeme to /well and bring 

forth a Moufe, I wifh you all 

fuch happie fuccejfe as you 

can defire and I 

imagine. 

Robert Greene. / 
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[Hen as the ftately Citie of Troy 
was fackt by the Grecians, and all 
the princely broode of Pryamus 
either vtterly extinguiihed by y 
fword, or fatally exiled the place 
of their natiue residence : Vltffes the Prince of 
Ithaca who had remayned ten yeeres at the fiege, 
relblued to leaue the confines of Afia, and to 
returne to the gouernment of his owne Monarchic : 
but efpecially to fee the miftrefle of his thoughts, 
chaft Penelope, fro whom thefe broyles had fo long 
frowardly detayned him: thinking as it was the 
part of a friend to accompanie Menelaus in reuenge, 
fo it was the duetie of a hufband by fmall delay 
to bewray his affection : that it was the office of 
a Prince as well to ftudie with Pallas, as to crye 
Alarum with Mars : that as great honor did 
depend in the Scepter as in the Sword, that the 
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greene Lawrel in the Senate houfe was as pleafing 
an obiedt to the eye, as glittering armour in the 
field : Confideration, the preuenter of had I wift, 
tyed him fo to the performing of thefe forenamed 
premifles, that caufing his weather beaten fliippes 
to be warped out of the Hauen assoone as they 
were made theight, rigged and trimmed, able to 
brooke winde and weather, he hoyfed faile and 
thruft into the mayne, conuerting his courfe toward 
Ithaca : but Fortune, the enimie to prosperous 
refolutions, willing to bewray her felfe, hauing 
commiflion from angry Neptune to fhewe her 
inconftancie, kept him ftill from the end of his 
defires, I meane Penelope : who remayning ftill in 
the Court of Ithaca, for that Nature had made her 
beautifull by a fuperficiall glorie of well propor- 
tioned lineaments, and vertue had made her wife by 
ayming after fame with well ordered actions : thefe 
two perfections the fpeciall friends to fancie, armed 
with the long abfence of Vlijfes and with many 
rumors of his death, brought al the Peeres of 
Ithaca to become fuitors to Penelope. She whom 
Loue had / arefted for a fubiect, but neuer brought 
to any feruile obedience, whom the Idea of Vlijfes 
printed in her thoughts, had refolued to dye the 
wife of fo good a Prince, refufed their proffers, & 
with the warrant of her chaftitie fought to appeafe 
their humorous perfwafions. But the Noble men 
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whom delay and tyme had made impatient of 
denyall, fell into flat tearmes and craued an anfwer. 
Penelope feeing that fortune had confpyred her 
mifhap, by breeding fuch a reftlefle importunitie 
in her woers, was driuen to feeke a knot in a Rifh, 
and with pollicie to preuent that which the honeft 
and honorable pretence of her chaftitie was not 
able to defend. She therfore beguyling time with 
labour, hauing begun a webbe wherein fhe fpent 
the day to keepe her felfe from ydlenefle, knowing 
that Otia ft tollas periere cupidinis arcus, gaue 
anfwer, that when her work was finifhed fhe would 
make a choyce of fome one of them for her 
hufband. The Noble men who knew that as the 
work was not great, the dated tyme could not be 
long, contented themfelues with this replye, which 
fomewhat eafed the mynd of Penelope : but when 
fhe fell into confideration with her felfe that the 
longeft Sommer hath his Autumne, the largeft 
fentence his Period, and the greateft labour his 
performance, fhe began to be melancholie, till Loue 
had learned her a fhift to make her work endleffe, 
by vntwifting as much in the night as fhe woue in 
the day : this pollicie put in practife, (for that the 
night, the friend to fweete and golden fleepes 
grudged that her benefites fhould bee defpyfed by 
the reftlefle labour of fuch a polli[ti]ck hufwife) fhe 
determined accompanied with her Nurfe and t[w]o 
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Maydes to pane away the time in parle, thinking 

thus both to further her content, and procure 

payne to bee mittigated by fuch pleafing delights : 

Seeing therefore that her Nurfe began to nodde 

and her Maydes to wincke, me wakened them out 

of their dreames with this merrie chat. I can but 

fmile (Nurfe) to fee how tyme maketh a diftinction 

of ages by affections, and the difpofition of the 

fenfes followes truely the temperature and conftitu- 

tion of their bodies, as a particuler inftance makes 

manifeft : for the tyme of the night (growing to 

reft) fummons both you and my Maydes to fleepe : 

yet though the affect / is all one, the effects are 

diuers: for age whom nature hath ftored with 

imperfection and difeafe, and therefore freed from 

the taxe of difquieted thoughts, teacheth the fences 

by the defire of fleepe how the number of your 

yeeres are dated vnto death : that with Antifthenes 

wee may fay how the bed refembleth the graue, 

and f clofing of the fences the diffoluing of life : 

my Mayds who youth perfwades vnto reft, and 

want of care, proues that the blacke Oxe neuer 

troade on their feete, onely cares how to ferue 

tyme : for that no other care hath yet bitten them 

by the heele, and fo refoluing their mynds in quiet 

by fuch content, feekes to pleafure the fences by 

fweete flumbers : but I poore foule whom fortune 

hath fet as 'a fubiect whereon to worke the variable 



PENELOPES WEB. 153 

poynts of her inconftancie, fitide my fences fo 
countermanded with difquieted thoughts, as defire 
of content drawes mee into a laberinth of reftlefle 
paflions. 

Eubola one of her Maydes that was moft 
familiar with her Lady, made this pretie and 
pithie reply : I remember (Madame) that Phidias, 
drawing the counterfaite of youth, figureth labour 
as the tafkmaifter of his actions, & eafe as the 
paymaifter of his deferts : meaning as I can con- 
iecture by the Embleame, that as it behoueth 
to fpend the day in worke, whereby to auoyde 
the fugred fnares that ydlenefle layeth to intrap 
the fences : fo the guerdo'n for fuch forward 
indeuours is to confume the night in fweete and 
quiet flumbers, leaft the vytall fpirits ouercharged 
with too much labour, mould either grudge at 
too fore an impoft, or els fall to inconuenience by 
ouerlong toyle and watchings : Extremetie is euer 
a vyce, too much in euery thing is hurtful, and 
the greateft prodigalitie is the expence of the eye : 
I meane not (Madame) in gazing wantonly, but 
in watching ouer niggardly : which when I con- 
fider how prodigall your honour is in this poynt, 
I cannot but (as euer I haue done) meruaile at 
your wifdome and vertue, fo now to wonder at 
your loue and conftancie : for thinking with my 
felfe that your Grace is feated in a Th[r]one of 
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Maieftie, adorned with a Scepter and a Dyadem, 
honored with the poffeffion of a Kingdome and 
y title of a Queene, rich, beautiful!, and young, 
the very aduocates of vanitie : and feeing / that 
the affection your HighnefTe beares to Vliffes, the 
loue to your Hufband, the vowe to your Lord, 
though in long abfence ftill quallifies the fore- 
named pleafures with the fweet deaw of a modeft 
chaftitie : I muft (Madame) without natterie fay, 
that in requitall of fuch conftant affection, the 
Gods in iuftice muft crowne you with immortalitie, 
and the world reward you with fame and honour. 

In deede, quoth Vygenia (for fo was her fecond 
mayd called) when I fee maieftie a contented 
copartner with labour, and a refolute farewell 
to eafe : the chofen companyon to a Queene, I 
cannot thinke but that Loue is a great Lord, that 
in a womans affections worketh fuch ftraunge 
effects. Take heede quoth IJmena (which was 
the laft and youngeft of the three) that in this 
word loue, you deceiue not your felfe : for "there 
is an Amphibologicall Equiuocation in it, which 
drowneth y hearers oft in a laberinth of perplexed 
conceipts. As how quoth Penelope, let vs heare 
you make this diftinction ? IJmena that was 
young and very quicke-witted, willing to content 
her Ladies humour by beguyling the night with 
prattle, applying as well her fingers to the web as 
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her 'tongue to the tale, went forward thus in her 
defcription. Although (Madame) experience hath 
not taught me to fet downe the diuers effects of 
Loue, yet the Phifition by reading oft knoweth 
the nature of the Simple as well as the Gardiner 
that planteth it : & he which feeth Fortune {landing 
on a Globe, may iudge fhe is fickle though he trye 
not her incoftancie : many fpeak of the Crocodiles 
teares that neuer felt her deceipts, and diuers 
condemne Diogenes for a Cynick that faw not 
his Tub : The Shoomaker corrected Apelles 
picture, yet he knewe not the vfe of the Penfell : 
and I may by your honors patience talke of Venus 
Temple that neuer fmelt the fume of her Sacrifice : 
but to fay what I haue heard, thus to the matter. 
Anacreon, Menander, and Ouid, with others, who 
were ftudious in this amorous Philofophy, haue 
as they fet downe principles, fo penned downe 
precep[t]s, wherby the fond and variable effects 
of loue is manifestly decyphered, calling it by 
the name of a God, as vnder that tytle bewraying 
the forceable efficacie that by a predo/minant 
qualitie it doth infufe into humaine mynds : other 
whiles a Furie, as difcouering the forrowes, griefes, 
and difquiets that proceedeth from fuch a furious 
humour : paynting Cupid blynd, as noting the felfe 
conceipt in choyce : like a little boye, as figuring 
fmall gouernment, not leueled by the proportion 
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of reafon : winged, as abfolutely pourtraying incon- 
ftant and fickle paffions of Louers, whofe thoughts 
are variable, whofe ioyes are momentarie, like to 
the fhadowes which Iuno prefented to the Giants, 
bringing forth like the Ceader trees, fayre leaues 
but no fruites, and as the Date hauing foft ryndes, 
but within ftones as hard as fteele : This loue 
(Madame) prefented by Venus as an inueagle 
object, no fooner entreth the eye, but he pearceth 
the heart, not accompanied with vertue to per- 
fwade, but armed with the outward hew of beautie 
to conftrayne, which what effect fo euer enfueth, 
waxeth at laft forowe and repentance : Such was 
the loue of Dydo to Mneas, that feeing the curious 
forme of the dilTembling ftranger, through too 
ouer haftie affection did both ruynate herfelfe 
and her Kingdome. Ariadna by crediting the 
fweete tales of 'Thefeus, Medea of Iqfon, Philtis 
of Demophon, and infinite other, which entring into 
this paffion runs headlong after endlelTe repentance. 
This loue is like the Baaran Leafe, which 
feene pleafeth, but toucht pearfeth the Skinne : 
this loue is that which ouerruling young heads, 
fotteth the fences, dulleth the wittes, hindereth 
quiet, and maketh a paflionate confufion in the 
mynd of man, called by the title of loue, which 
in deede is mere lull and vanitie : whereas true 
and perfect loue hath his foundation vppon vertue 
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onely, ayming at the inward perfection of the 
mind, not at the outward complexion of the body, 
which decreafeth not, but increafeth with time, 
vniting the hearts with fuch ftrickt leages of amitie, 
that it accounteth all labour a pleafure, to fhew 
endlefTe defire by effects : as Madam to inferre 
your felfe for an inftance, who not poffeffed with 
this fond furie which men faine to come from 
Venus, but that fettled fancie which wee are fure 
proceedes from vertue : although the Prince Vliffes 
hath tenne yeeres bene abfent at the fiege of Troy, 
and report in this {pace hath made fundrie and / 
vncertaine tales of his death : although the ftately 
Pallace of Penelope hath fwarmed with y Lords 
of Ithaca, thinking by fundry affaultes to make 
fhipwracke of loue: yet hath affection, armed 
with vertue, fo grounded the mynd from wauering, 
fo much as in thought, that neither respecting 
their youth, beautie, nor riches, your highnes 
fpareth no paynes, as proofe makes manifeft, 
ftill to remain the conftant wife of Vlijfes. Such 
was the loue of Lucrece, that 'Tarquine in the 
abfence of hir Hufband found her felfe not idle, 
thereby to intertaine pleafure, but fitting amongft 
her maids breaking of wooll : by fuch hufwifery to 
auoyde the alurements of vanitie : fuch was the 
loue of the Romaine Macrina, that in the fpace 
hir Houfeband Lentulus remained at the warres, 



/ 
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fhe neuer was found from the Wheele : ^both thefe 
fame hath chronicled with honour, & I am fure 
Madame the report of your chaftitie, being once 
fpred abroade, the Gretians are as prodigall in 
prayfes as the Romanes, and blind Homer mall 
be as ready by his pen to make your chaftitie 
immortall, as euer was any of their babling Poets. 
The oulde Nourfe, who for all hir nodding had 
geuen eare to this prettie prattle of the mayde, 
waking her felfe at the prayfes of Penelope, began 
to mumble out thefe wordes. Daughter, whether 
report or experience hath taught thee thefe 
principles of loue, I will not be inquifitiue, but 
this I dare fay, thy cenfure is as true as an Oracle, 
for in deede that is not loue which pearceth the 
eye, but which pleafeth the mind, not that is 
founded vpo the fuperficial fight of beautie, but 
vpo the touchftone of delight, which is vertue: 
fuch was the loue of Porcia to Brutus, who chofe 
him not becaufe he was faire, but for that he was 
wife, not leueling content by the outward fhape, 
but by the inward fubftance, not fetting downe 
the propertie of affection as our gendewomen doe 
now adayes that muft haue their Houfebands 
as beautifull as Adonis, as prowde as NarciJJus, 
as fine as Clteto, as neate as may be, or els his 
Penny gets no Paternofter : whereas true loue 
inquireth if the man be vertuous, as Sulpitia 
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did of Lentulus, if he be valiant, as Andromache 
did of lienor, if hee bee wife as Hipperchia did 
of Crates the Philofopher : not if he be~beautifull, 
as Helena did / of Paris, if he be well proportioned, 
as Phadra did of Hippolitus, if he be rich, as 
Iphicla did of Cinnatus, for y one is immortall, 
builded vpon vertue, the other momentarie, flayed 
vpon the goods of nature and fortune. Therfore 
Pittachus, one of the feauen fages, confidering y 
in perfect loue there ought to be a fympathie 
of affections, fetteth downe three kinds of manages. 
The firft of loue, the fecond of labour, the third of 
griefe. As touching the firft, 'Themiftocles tearmes 
it a charitable coniundbion, vnitie and focietie of 
them that are good : when the parties feeke not by 
a voluptuous defire to aime at pleafure, but by a 
vertuous intent to enioy the benefite of mutuall 
amitie : the mariage of labour is that which the 
Comicall Poet Plautus auoucheth to come from 
the fingers, not from the eares : by this allegorie, as 
I fuppofe, meaning that women like not by the 
report they heare of his vertue, but by the delite 
they take in feeling his treafures, rather defirous 
to haue goods without a man, then a man without 
goods : which Olimpias the mother of Alexander 
greatly hated : for when fhe heard that a noble 
woman of Macedonia had maried a rich foole, fhe 
banifht hir from the Court, with this fharpe fen- 
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tence. I like not hir that preferreth wealth before 
vertue. The fecond fpecies of this Genus, is where 
bodely beautie and outward graces is onely re- 
garded, where the linaments of the face, not the 
literature of the mind beareth palme : this momen- 
tarie affection tyeth the banes of mariage with 
the blades of a Leeke, and being plumed with 
times feathers falleth with euery dewe : for the 
leaft wrincle, the fmaleft mole, the littleft fcarre, 
yea the winters froft or fommers funne, doth 
vtterly fubuert and ruinate the deepeft impreffion 
that beautie can infert vpon fancie, fo that the 
tearme of fuch loue, if it fcape thefe forenamed 
hazards is yet dated but till age doth approch, 
whereunto well aflenteth the Poet. 

Forma bonum fragile eft, quantumque accedit adannos, 
Fit minor & fpacio carptur ipjajuo. 

The third degree of the mariage of Labour, is 
when the parties are Hetherogenei : diflbnant in 
manners, nature and age : where difparitie of yeeres 
hath fet fuch a difference, as neither / time nor 
pretence of loue can euer be able to reconcile, 
where Decrepita Jeneffius, old age whom difeafes 
hath tyed to y Crouch, will now with the babe 
returne to the Cradle : that ftooping to the graue 
by burden of ouer many yeres, wil yet offer a 
toothleffe Sacrifice to Venus for a young hufband : 
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this well may be called a mariage of Labour, where 
the maried couples fo inequall in match are con- 
tinually troubled with a fpirit of diffention : for as 
the fower Elements are different in their properties, 
fo are thefe difagreeing in their maners : the earth 
and ayre are not placed well in one ballance : the 
fire and water brookes not the felfe fame limites : 
age and youth may conioyne in lawe but not in 
loue, fith the fanguine complexion of the one, and 
the melancholie & faturnine conftitution of the 
other, are alwaies in thoughts, affects, and defires 
oppofite ex dyametro : fo that by the opinion of 
Ariftotle they be as it were immediat contraries : 
which Dyonyjius the elder noted very well, when 
feeing his mother paffing old and ouer growne 
with age, defirous to marie a yong ftripling, tolde 
her that it was in her power to vyolate the lawes 
of fyracufa, but not the lawes of nature : this 
afErmeth Plato in his Androgina, & agreeth to the 
cenfure of Dionijius, affirming that marriage in old 
Women is with the Giants bellum gerere cum Dijs, 
which the Romane Lady Valeria well noted, who 
alwayes had^ this faying in her mouth, that her 
Hufband died to others, but liued to her for euer. 
And herein can I commend my good daughter 
Penelope, that hating fuch marriages of labour, doth 
intend both to Hue and dye to Vlijfes. Nay good 
Nourfe quoth Penelope, lets heare your laft diftinc- 

1 1 
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tion, I meane the manage of greefe : tis Madam 
quoth fhe, where the old prouerb is fulfild, better 
one houfe troubled then two, I meane where a bad 
hufband is coupled with a bad wife : where the one 
ftriueth to ouercome the other, not in vertuous 
actions, but in difquiet and murmurings. I cannot 
thinke (quoth Penelope') that there is any hufband 
fo bad which the honeft gouernment of his wife 
may not in time refourme, efpecially if fhe keepe 
thofe three fpeciall poynts that are requifite in euery 
woman, Obedience, Chaftitie, and Silence, three 
fuch graces, Nurfe, as may reclayme / the moft 
gracelefle hufband in the world : and becaufe my 
mayds are young, and may in tyme trye the fortune 
of mariage, we will this night difcourfe of this 
poynt, to difcouer the effects and efficacie of 
Obedience : which (for that I wil be firft in this 
newe deuifed difputation) I will take in hand to 
difcourfe of, that both we may beguyle the night 
with prattle, and profite our mynds by fome good 
and vertuous precepts. 

The maides hearing their Lady in fo goode a 
vaine were glad, and therefore fetting their hands 
to the Web, and their eares to hir talke, Penelope 
began in this maner. Zenobia the wife of Rada- 
myfiuSy King of Armenia, being demanded of a 
Lady in hir Court, how fhe procured her hufband 
fo deepely to loue her as he feared in any wife to 
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offer her occafion of difpleafure, anfwered, by 
fearing to difpleafe him : meaning that the chiefeft 
point of wifdome in a good wife is to make a 
conqueft of her hufband by obedience. Arijlides 
the true and perfect Iufticiarie of his time, caufed 
the portraiture of a woman figured on her knees, 
to be caried before y Brydes at their efpoufals, to 
fignifie that they meant now to obey & fubmit, 
not to rule or qommand, for, quoth he, fuch fond 
and fantaftick women as make choyfe of effemi- 
nate Hufbands, thereby to challenge a fouerayne 
fuperioritie ouer them, may rightly bee compared 
to thofe prefumptuous fooles that had rather be 
mafters of blind men, then feruants to the difcreete 
and learned : which caufed Plato in his Androgina 
to fay that a wife woman ought to think her 
hufbands maners the lawes of her life, which if they 
be good, fhe muft take as a forme of her actions, if 
they bee bad, fhe muft brooke with patience : His 
reafbn is thus. As a looking glaffe or Chriftall 
though moft curioufly fet in Ebonie, ferUeth to 
fmall purpofe if it doth not liuely reprefent the 
proportion and lineaments of the face infpicient, 
fo a woman, though rich and beautiful, deferueth 
fmal prayfe or fauour, if the courfe of her life be 
not directed after her hufbands compaffe. And as 
y- Mathematical! lines which Geometricians doe 
figure in their carrecters, haue no motio of them- 
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•felues, but in the bodyes wherein they are placed, 
fo ought a wife to haue no proper nor peculiar 
paflion or affe&ion, vnlefle fra / med after the 
fpeciall difpofitio of her hufband : For, to crofle 
him with contraries, as to frowne when he fedeth 
him felfe to mirth, or amidfl: his melancholie to 
fhewe her felfe pafling merrie, difcouereth either a 
fond or froward will, oppofite to that honorable 
vertue of Obedience. But fayth Antifthenes, fome 
wiues refemble the nature of the Moone, which 
the further fhe is remoued from the Spheare of 
the Sunne, is the more radiant, and the neerer fhe 
approacheth to his beames, the more eclipfed and 
obfcured : fo y longer y diftance is betwene them 
& their hufbands, the better chere when, in place 
they are euer forrowfull and penfiue : which crabbed 
conftitution is the well of endlefTe difquiet, whereof 
fpringeth a peculiar and peftilent enormitie : for 
the troublefome conuerfation of a wife that fpendeth 
the day in difcorde and the night in braules, were 
fhe as chaft as Hipjicratea, as wife as Sulpitia, as 
rich as Panthea, yet it darkeneth thefe forenamed 
vertues and makes her odious : whereas there is no 
greater perfwafion to allay the chollericke humour 
and froward difpofition of men, then Obedience : 
for fayth 'Theocritus, a good wife fhould vfe the 
cuftome in her houfe that the Perjians did in the 
warres : for when their enemies made any inuafion 
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either by fkirmifh, Camizado, or maine battell, if 
they rufht vpon y pykes with any clamours, the 
Perjians receiued them with filence, but if they 
aflaulted with furie they ioyned forces with lowde 
Alarums : fo mould a wife woman when me fees 
her Hufband in choller, appeafe him with patience, 
and when he is quiet then feeke to perfwade him 
with reafons. Whereof Ariofto in a fonnet hath 
this fenfure englifhed thus. 

Thefweefe content that quiets angrie thought.: 
The pleafing found of houfhold harmonie : 
The Phifcke that alayes what furie wrought: 
The hufwifes meanes to make true melodie, 
Is not with Simple, Harpe or worldly pelfe, 
But fmoothly byfubmittihg of herfelfe. 
Iuno the Qjieene and miftreffe of the Skye, 
When angry Ioue did threat her with afrowne, 
Cau/de Ganymede for Nedtar/^/? to hye. / 

With pleafing face to wafhfuch choller downe : 
For angry Hujbands findes thefooneft eafe, 
When fweete fubmiffion choller doth appeafe. 
The Lawrell that impales the head with praife, 
The Iemme that decks the breafi of Iuorie : 
The pearle thats orient in her filuer raies : 
The Crowne that honors Dames with dignitie : 



166 PENELOPES WEB. 

No Saphier, Gold, greene Bayes nor margarit, 
But due obedience worketh this delight. 

With thefe verfes I conclude, that there is no 
better thing praife worthie in a woman then 
Obedience, which a Catalogue of infinite examples 
is able to make manifeft. Cornelia the wife of 
Gracchus falling at firft in difgrace with her 
Hufband, not for that fhe wanted vertue, but that 
the courfe of his vnbrideled youth led him to a 
furious fuperiority of the young Lady, which 
fhe countermanded with fuch fubmiflion and 
dutifull obedience, as fhe reclaymed that by her 
owne gouernment, which the Senators by threats 
could not performe. Emilia the wife of Scipio 
the Affrican, although fhe was of more honourable 
parentage then her hufband, being difcended from 
the auncient and princely line of the Emilij, feeing 
how he had her in contempt and vyolating the 
Nuptiall bed fell in loue with her handmayd : yet 
concealed the matter in moft fecret maner, & 
fulfilled in euerything his commaund with fuch 
obedience, that Scipio repenting his former follies, 
reconciled himfelf to her vntil his death : infomuch 
that Emilia after her Hufbands funerall, to fhewe 
the true platforme of loue and obedience, maryed 
the mayd to one of her freemen with a great 
dowrie. But efpeciallyJet the obedience of Octauia, 
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fifter to Auguftus and wife to Anthonie, be a fufficient 
prefident for our purpofe : who notwithftanding 
the iniurie her Hufband offered by preferring 
a Queene before her, neither fo young, fayre, nor 
vertuous, yet bare fuch entyre affection to Anthonie, 
that neither the intreatie of her brother, the 
perfwafions of her kindred, nor the remembrance 
of the iniurie could extinguifh the leafl fpark 
of her loue. This vertuous PrincefTe hearing 
that her Hufband was to make warre againfl 
the Parthians, prouiding Souldiours, money and 
Munition, tooke her iorney as farre as Athens, 
where fhe receiued letters from Anthonie to returne 
backe to Rome : which fhe with great obedience 
perfourmed, fending him al the fore named 
neceffaries, although fhe perfectly knewe that 
Cleopatra was with him in the field : But when 
the warres betwixt him and Auguftus were ended, 
he fent flraight to commaunde Octauia that fhe 
fhould depart from his houfe, which fhe did fo 
obediently, that Rome after her death would *haue 
erected an Image in her praife, but that Auguftus 
would not fuffer it, keeping Anthonies children that 
he had by his firfl wife, with fuch care and dili- 
gence, as it did well note to the world her loue 
and obedience. To confirme which more at large, 
I will rehearfe a pleafant Hiftorie. 
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Penelopes Tale. 

\Aladyne the Souldan of ALgipt, who by 
his prowefle had made a generall con- 
queft of the South- eaft part of y world, 
tooke to wife Barmenijfa, the onely daughter and 
heire of the great Chan, who amongft fondry 
fuitors not inferiour to him in parentage and 
progenie, yet made fuch a carefull choyce of 
this yong Mgiptian Prince, not for his beauty 
(for that Nature had denyed him that fauour) 
but for his vertue (nth he was wife and valiant) 
that imprinting the perfection of his mynd with 
a deepe infight into the deepeft place of her heart, 
and fealing the knot of fancie with y fignet of 
mariage, fhe neuer fo much as in thought croft 
him with any difcourtefie : yet for that men are 
the fubiects of Fortune and therefore variable, 
and the true difciples of tyme, and therefore 
momentarie, he began to loathe that in the fruite 
whic'h he loued in the bud, and to fpurne at that 
in the fadle which he fecretly vfed in the cradle, 
repaying the faith of Barmenijfa, not with flattery 
to inueagle her, but with foule language the better 
to manifeft his hate : which though Nature forbad 
her to brooke, yet obedience the Heralt y beft 
imblazeth loue, taught / her that againft fuch 
forrowe there was no better falue then patience : 
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that reuenge in a woman was not to bee executed 
by the hand, but by the heart, and yet not with 
rigour but with clemencie : perfifting in this opinion, 
Olynda the Concubine which Saladyne fo greatly 
loued, fent a Letter to this effect. 

Olynda to Saladyne healtht 
T F the inward affects of the mynd bee manifefted 
-*• by outward effects, or the browe the bafhfull 
bewrayer of fecretes, and yet the true difcouerer 
of thoughts, may be credited, the Emperour of 
jEgipt in his loues refembleth the Pyne tree, 
whofe leaues remaine in one colour but one 
day: Well might the cenfures of wife Clarices 
haue bin caueats of my likely misfortune: for 
they fay Princes affections as they are glorious 
fb they are brittle: that the fauour of Kings 
hangs in their eye lids, readie with euery wincke 
to be wyped out : that as they are full of Maieftie 
and aboue law, fo they are full of inconftancie 
becaufe without lawe : this which other fpoke 
by proofe now I alledge by experience : for your 
Highneffe abridgeth me of my wonted allowance, 
not only in expence but in lookes, fo that I account 
that day happie when Saladyne but glanceth at 
Olinda. The miftris of my mifhap is thy iniurious 
wife Barmenijfa, to who I wifti thy il fortunes and 
my miferies : ihe with a fayned obedience feeketh 
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to inueagle thee with a conceipt of her loue, who 
if fhe did loue, could not content, for me wants 
the eye pleafure, beautie : thou tickled with an in- 
conftant humour doeft liften to the melodie of the 
old Syren, whofe necke fhadowed with wrinckles 
affoords but bad harmonie : Keepe not (Saladyne) 
fire and water in one hand : in running with the 
Hare holde not with the Hound : beare not both 
a Sworde and an Olyue. Paris gaue fentence 
but on Venus part, affection brooketh no diuifion: 
therefore if thou loue Olynda, hate Barmenijfa : 
followe the example of Anthonie, who after his 
choyce of thy Countrywoman neuer fauoured 
Octauia : tis beautie that merites a Crowne, and 
as well would the Diadem of Mgipt befeeme thy 
Lemons head as thy wiues : / the willes of Princes 
are lawes, their lookes death, their cenfures are 
peremptorie : Aigipt afFordeth confections and 
poyfons, why then mould Barmenijfa liue to 
difquiet thee, to enuie mee, and to flaunder vs 
both : if not with her tongue, yet with the 
paynted fliewe of her vertues? This perfourme 
without delay, or excufe, if thou wilt bee 
counted the friend of Olynda. I want money, 
fend me fixe thoufand Afpers : though my coun- 
faile be great my expences are fmall : And fo 
farewell. 

Olynda. 



PENELOPES WEB. 171 

r I ""HE King hauing receiued this Letter and 
-■• throughly vewed the cotentes, put it vp 
in his pocket, and through other vrgent affayres 
committed to obliuion the requeft of Olynda. A 
fewe daies pafling, as Saladyne pulled out his 
handkercher, by fortune he loft his Letter : which 
Barmeniffa finding, after y by the contents fhe 
perceiued how the King not only had alienated 
his mynd, but through perfwafions intended her 
death, yet with coftancie and patience, thinking 
to fhewe her felfe honourably and obediently 
mynded in moft extreme perrilles, fhe thought not 
by reuenge to make requitall of fuch treacherie, 
but by a bountifull courtefie to fhewe her enemies 
how little fhe efteemed of their practizes. She 
therefore prefently prouiding fo many Afpers as 
Olynda fent for, conueyed them to her by a 
fpeedie mefTenger, charging him vpon his life 
not onely to deliuer them, but to fay that 
they came from the Souldan, leaft (as women 
oftymes, efpecially of her function, are peruerfe) 
frowardnefTe fhould more preuayle then neceflitie. 
The mefTenger obeying the Princefle commaund, 
went in great hafte and perfourmed his charge : 
but as he returned, the Souldan who was going 
thether, encountered him, and demaunding the- 
caufe of his iourney: the poore fellow fearefull 
to be tript in a lye, tolde the King from poynt 
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to poynt the effect of his mefTage : firft how the 
Queene had found & read the Letter : the how 
fhe fent him with the money, & gaue in charge he 
mould fay the Afpers were fent fro the Souldan. 
Saladyne hearing this, let the meflenger goe and 
went forward on his way, where difcourfing the 
maner of the Queenes reuenge to Olinda, it made 
her not onely afhamed of her intent / but alfo 
defperat to go forward in her perfwafios : fo that 
before his departure, the Souldan was fully refolued 
to depofe the Queene from all regall and princely 
dignitie, and to inueft her with the Crowne and 
Dyadem : which refolution in fhort tyme tooke 
effect : for fummoning all his Nobilitie at the 
promontorie of Iaphet to a Parliament vppon 
certaine articles preferred againft his wife, and 
confirmed by falfe witneffes, fhe was by general 
confent depofed : and the ceremonie of her de- 
pofition being finifhed, and Olynda fent for into 
the Parliament houfe, he pronounced thefe 
words. 

It is no maruaile if you ftand amazed (right 
mightie Princes of Mgtyi) to fee your King who 
was wont to craue your confent in fmall affayres : 
without your counfell now to begin a thing of 
fuch importance, I meane a Parliament : But he 
that feeketh to haue his purpofe vnpreuented 
muft be fecret and fpeedie, leaft either fortune 
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or counfaile hinder his enterprife. Many things 
falles out betweene the cup and the lip, and 
daunger is alwaies a companion to delay. To 
take away therefore all occafions of hinderance, 
I haue vpon the fodaine aflembled you, not 
only to heare what I can fay, but without either 
doubt or denyall to confirme what I will fay. 
Being diuorced from my quondam wife, and your 
Queene by lawe, although I am olde, yet not fo 
ftriken in age but that I can and muft yeelde to 
affection : I intend, nay I will in defpight of all 
men, take Olynda heere prefent to my wife, and 
before we depart from this Seflion, fhe fhalbe 
crowned Queene. Coniecture doth affaire me you 
will all greatly miflike of the match, and grudge 
that your King fhould marrie fo low. But I 
charge you all in generall, and wifh euerie one 
that loueth his owne life, neither with counfaile 
nor reafbn to perfwade me from that I haue pur- 
pofed: leaft he incurre further daunger, and my 
perpetuall difpleafure. 

The Nobilitie, but especially his fonne Gar inter 
of the age of twentie yeres, grudging at his mothers i 
mifhap, and that fuch a common Strumpet fhould ; 
poffefTe her place, made furious' by the force of] 1 
nature, burft out into this chollerick replye. 

May it pleafe your HighnefTe (I feare to offend) 
if I fay what / I fhould, and yet were loth to 



/ 



174 PENELOPES WEB. 

flatter in faying what I would not : but if I may 
haue free libertie to fpeake what I think, my verdit 
fhall be foone giuen. I confeffe that what pleafeth 
the father ought to content the fonne : and there- 
fore I count the will of Saladyne a lawe to Garinter: 
yet as obedience wifheth a confent, fo Nature 
willeth with a friendly denyall to difwade from 
things that offende not onely men, but y are euen 
hatefull to the Gods. I fay therefore that Saladyne 
ihould get more honour by exyling Olynda, not 
only from Babylon, but out of all the confines of 
Mgip, then if he had obtayned more tryumphes 
then that inuincible Cafar. No doubt your Grace 
fhall foone, nay I feare too foone, find my words 
to be true, that in hoping to get a fweete content 
you gayne a fower miflike : like to them which 
pleafed with the colour of the tree Lotos, are 
poyfoned aflbone as they tafte of the Apples. 

Barmeniffa hearing how fharply her fonne fhooke 
vp the Emperour, with a modeft countenance, as 
nothing grudging at the iniurie of fortune, at her 
laft farewell gaue him this chardge. Although 
fonne the lawe of nature willes thee to be partner 
of thy mothers misfortunes, yet the Gods, whofe 
lawes are aboue nature, commaunds that thou gain- 
fay not the Edic"b of thy father : For as Proclus the 
Academick affirmes, there is nothing which wee 
ought more to regard then duetie and obedience : the 
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commaunde of the Father is not to be limited by 
the conceipt of the child, for as their fuperioritie 
is without proportion, fo their wils ought to be 
without denials : firft the frown of a father (faith 
EpiEietus) is like the eleuation of a Commet which 
forefhewes euer fome fatall and finall ruine. Then 
Garinter offend not thy father in thought, leaft the 
gods grudging at thy fecret difobedience plague 
thee with an open reuenge : further fonne, thou 
art his fubiect, and he thy foueraine : what duetie 
is due to fuch a mightie potentate thou muft by 
lawe and confcience offer vnto him : And feeing by 
the confent of the iEgiptian lawes I am depofed, 
and Olinda inuefted with the regall crowne : if a 
mothers commaund may be a conftraint to the 
fonne, I chardge thee that thou fhewe her the fame 
obedience that belongs to a PrincefTe, / and thy 
fathers wife. Philarkes y fonne of Pfamnetichus 
obeyed Rhodope, whom his father rayfed from a 
common courtezan to a PrincefTe. Antiochus the 
fonne of Demetrius builded ftately Sepulchres for 
his fathers Concubines : Reuenge (fonne) ought not 
to go in purple but in white, and the falue for 
iniuries is not choller but patience : for mine owne 
part Garinter, I fet thee down no precept but y 
which my felf meane to hould for a principle, and 
thou by imitating thy mothers actions, fhewe thy 
felfe to be duetifull : which if thou performe, I will 
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continually pray to the Gods for thy good, other- 
wife, if for my caufe thou intend reuenge, I wifh 
thy ill: & fo wiihing to thy father as to my 
foueraigne, & to the PrincefTe as to one honored 
with a Diademe, I take my leaue at y Court, as 
wel content with my aduerfitie, for that it is y 
kings comaund, as euer I was with profperitie : 
And with this the PrincefTe departed, leauing both 
her fonne and the Nobles pafling penfiue for her 
prefent difgrace. The Souldan not fatisfied with 
this iniurie, caufed prefently Proclamation to be 
made, that the PrincefTe fhould haue no releefe, 
but what fhe earned with her hands, that her ladies 
fhould be labourers], and her maintenance, no other 
then her owne indeuour could prouide : This 
Edict commaunded to be publifhed, the King 
folempnifed his mariage with fumptuous fhowes 
and triumphes, and Garinter that he might fhewe 
how carefull he was to obey his mothers last 
command, brought in Mafkes and comicall delightes 
to finifh vp the folempnitie of the nuptials. The 
feftiual time being paft, Olinda puffed up with 
a fweete conceipt of her profperitie, fo ruled and 
ouerruled in her gouernment, vfing fuch tyranny 
in words, and perfwading her Hufband to fuch 
difordred actions, that fhe generally fell in hate of 
all the people, in fo much that the Souldan him felfe 
grudged at her ambitious prefumption : Well, 
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leauing her to her follies, againe to the Lady Bar- 
menijfa, who fallen from a Crowne to a Cottage, 
and from a Scepter almoft to a Scrip, ftill falued her 
want with labour and her pouertie with patience, 
bearing as princely a mind in aduerfitie, as ihe did 
in profperitie, neither grudging at iniurie, nor 
gaping after reuenge : flayed thus upon this 
vertuous foundation, / taking her work in her 
hand (for the vfe of her needle was her yerely 
reuenues) fhe walked out of her poore houfe 
towards the court, that fhe might by fome one or 
other learne how her fbnne behaued himfelfe to 
the Emperour : Patting on poorely attyred (for fhe 
chaunged her habit with her fortune) at laft fhe 
came within fight of the Pallace, when a confidera- 
tion of her former eftate prefented vnto her mynd 
a confufed Chaos of forrowfull and difquieted 
paffions : fo that fitting downe behinde a bufh in 
a little Thicket fhe fell into thefe tearmes. \ 

Vnhappie Barmenijfa, why are the Deftinies fo 
inequall allotters of mifhap as to appoynt thy 
youth, which to others is a pleafant fpring of good 
fortune, to thee a frofly winter of mifhap? Are 
the Starres fo inequall in their coftellation, or fo 
incertaine in their influence, that Maieftie hath no 
priuiledge againft miferie, nor the title of a Queene 
no afTurance of good hap ? Is the feate of dignitie 
like the Chariot of Phoebus, whofe wheeles chalenge 

12 
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not one minute of reft? Then (Barmeniffa) fay 
with Solon, Crejfus is not happie before his death. 
Confefle with Amazias King of Aigipt, that y 
profperous fuccefie of Poticrates prognofticated 
fome dyre euent: that Fortune ftandeth on the 
wethercocke of tyme, conftant in nothing but in 
inconftancie : that no man is happie before his end, 
and that true felicitie confifteth in a contented life 
and a quiet death : for I fee well, that to affigne 
happinefle to him which liues (confidering the 
alteration that tyme and fortune prefents with 
fondrie ftratagemes) is to allot the reward of 
victorie before the battell bee fought. The greateft 
miferie of all, fayth Byas, is not to beare miferie, 
and that man is moft happie (quoth Dionifius) 
that fro his youth hath learned to bee vnhappie. 
Demetrius furnamed the Bejieger, iudged none more 
vnhappie then he which neuer tafted of aduerfitie : 
for that fortune accounts of them as abiecTs and 
vaflalles of difhonour, whom fhe prefents not as 
well with bitter pilles as fweete potions. Alluding 
to that faying of Plutarke, that nothing is euill 
that is neceffarie : vnderftanding by this word, 
neceffarie, whatfoeuer commeth to a wife man by 
fatall deftinie : becaufe,~vfing patience in neceffitie, 
he giueth a greater glory vnto vertue. Sith / then 
(Barmemjfa) the fall from a Crowne ought to be 
no foyle to content, greaue not at Fortune, leaft 
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thy forrowe make her tryumph the greater : but 
beare aduerfitie with an honourable mynd, that the 
world may iudge thou art as well a PrincefTe in 
pouertie as in profperitie : for Kings are not called 
Gods for that they weare Crownes, but that they 
are Lords ouer Fame and Fortune. Although thefe 
fecrete meditations were perfwafions vnto quiet, 
yet fhe no fooner caft her eye to the Pallace, but 
fhee was ouercharged with melancholie : to auoyde 
the which, taking her Needle in her hand fhe fell 
to worke, and hearing the pretie Birds recording 
their fweete and pleafant note, fhe warbled out this 
Madrygale. 

Barmenijfas Song. 

The ftately ft ate that wife men count their good : 
The chiefeft blijfe that luls ajleepe dejire, 
Is not dijfent from Kings and princely blood: 
Ne ftately Crowne ambition doth require. 
For birth by fortune is abafed downe, 
And perrils are comprifde within a Crowne. 

The Scepter and the glittering pompe of mace, 
The head impalde with honour and renowne. 
The kingly throne , the feate and regall place. 
Are toyes that fade when angrie fortune frowne. 
Content is far re from Juch delights as thofe, 
Whom woe and daunger doe enuy as foes. 
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The Cottage Jeated in the hollowe dale, 
That fortune neuer feares, becaufefo lowe : 
The quiet mynd that want doth Jet to /ale, 
Sleepesfafe when Princes Seates do ouerthrowe. 
Want fmyles Jecure, when princely thoughts dofeele 
That fear e and daunger treads vppn their heele. 

BleJJe fortune thou whofe frowne hath wrought thy 
good : 

Bid farewell to the Crowne that ends thy care. / 

The happie fates thy for r owes haue withftood, 

Byfyning want and pouertie thy fhare. 
For now content (fond fortune to defpight) 
With patience lows thee quiet and delight. 

Barmenijfa had no fooner ended her madrigale, 
but that fhe heard a great noyfe, which at the firft 
amazed her, but at the laft fhe perceiued it to be 
the voyce of men : defirous therefore to bee a 
partner of their fecrecie, fhe kept her felf filent 
within the thicket : when fhe perceiued certaine of 
the nobles of Mgipt y were retyred to that folitarie 
place to confer of the ambitious fupremacie that 
Olinda vfed fince her coronation, and amongft the 
reft one of the Lords whofe name was Egiftus- 
burft forth into thefe tearmes. 
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Egiftus Oration to the 
Lords of Egipt. 

IT is not vnknowen (Right Honorable Lords 
of Egipt) not onely to vs, but to the whole 
Empire, how the King, feduced by the flattering 
allurements of a ftrumpet, hath not onely violated 
the lawe of our Gods, in prophaning the nuptial! 
Bed made facred by the holy law of Matrimonie, 
but alfo the lawe of Egipt, which forbiddeth diuorce 
without caufe : but fith in a Monarchic the willes 
of Princes may abyde no checke, but their reafons 
(how foeuer vnreafonable) are y principles that 
may not be infringed, it reafteth only for vs to 
complaine, but not to redrefle : leaft ayming more 
at y weale of our coutrey the our own liues, we 
fet our reft on the hazard and fo defperately throw 
at all. Firft let vs confider that Saladyne the 
mighty Souldan of Mgipt, puffed vp with the 
highneffe of his Maieftie and number of his Terri- 
tories fubiecl: to his gouernment, hath bene fo 
tyrannous to his Commons from his firft Coro- 
nation, that vnlefTe his immoderate pride and 
prefumption had bin mittigated by the verteous 
clemencie of his wife, the burthen of his crueltie 
long time / fince had bene intolerable : but now 
hauing depofed that peereleffe Princefle, whofe 
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vertues made her famous and vs happie, and 
married a Concubine, whofe vanities breedes her 
enuie and our mifhap : we are to looke for no 
other euent but our particular ill fortune, and the 
generall ruyne of the weale publicke. Then my 
Lords, leaft we mould be fpotted with the ftayne 
of ingratitude, in fuffering the Princefle iniurie 
vnreuenged : and leaft wee mould feeme to be 
borne more for our felues than for our Countrey, 
let vs attempt the reftitution of the Queene, and 
the fatall ouerthrowe of the infolent Concubine, 
although death and daurtger were the end of our 
enterprife. The plot my Lords I haue layd by 
impoyfoning her cup at the next Supper : but with 
this prouifo, that no intent of treacherie mall fo 
much as in thought bee pretented to the perfon of 
our Souerayne, whom next vnder the Gods we are 
boud to loue and reuerence. This my Lords is 
my purpofe, whereto if you confent, I meane this 
night to put it in practife : otherwife to craue that 
my fpeeches may bee buryed in filence. 

Egiftus hauing ended his Oration, the Lords not 
only gaue their free confent, but alfo fware to be 
fecret, and to be ayders in his defence, if any iniurie 
mould be offered for his enterprife : and vpon this 
refolution they departed. Barmenijfa (who all this 
while held her felfe clofe in the Couert) hauing 
heard their determination, was furprifed with fuch 
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fodaine ioye, that at lafl fhe burfl foorth into thefe 
fpeeches. . 

Now Barmeniffa, thou feeft that delay in reuenge 
is the beft Phificke: that the Gods are iufl, and 
haue taken thy quarrell as aduocates of thyne 
iniurie : now fhalt thou fee wrong ouerruled with 
patience, and the ruyne of thyne enemie with the 
fafetie of thyne owne honour : tyme is the dis- 
couerer of mifhap, and Fortune neuer ceafeth to 
ftreach her firings till they cracke : fhame is the 
end of treacherie, and difhonour euer fore runnes 
repentance. Olynda hath foard with Icarui, & is 
like to fall with Phaeton : fooner are brufes caught 
by reaching too hye then by {looping too lowe : 
Fortune grudge th not at them which fall, but 
Enuy bytes the which clymbes : now fhall the 
Lords of Mgipt by reuenging / thyne enemie 
worke thy content. And why thy content Barme- 
nijfa'i doth content hang in reuenge, or doth the 
quiet of the mind proceede by the fall of an 
enemie? Seefl thou not (fond woman) that the 
profperitie of Olynda is the preferuing of thy 
glorie : that it is princely as wel to be faithfull as 
patient : that it is thine honour to put vp caufelefle 
iniurie, and her fhame to heare of thy vnhappi- 
nefTe : nay what would JEgipt, yea the whole 
world fay, (if by treacherie her bane be procured) 
but that it was thy trothlefTe indeuour : fo fhalt 
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thou lofe more fame in a minute, the thou malt 
recouer in many yeeres : Then here lyes the doubt, 
eyther muft I haue myne honour by her mifhap, 
or els feeke the ruyne of my friends by difcouering 
their pretence. Treacherie thou knoweft Barme- 
nijfa, is not to be concealed : friends haue no 
priuiledge to be falfe : amitie ftretcheth no further 
then the Aultar. Saladyne is thy Souerayne, fhe 
his wife, and therefore thy fuperiour: rather 
reueale their falfhoode then ruynate thine owne 
honor. The wife of Manlius c Torquatus caufed her 
fonnes head to be fmit off for killing his enemie 
cowardly. Sempronia flewe her fonne for vttering 
fpeeches againft the Senate. Kings are Gods, 
againft whom vnreuerent thoughts are treacherie. 
The head that is impalled with a Crowne muft be 
prayed for, not reuenged. Then Barmenijfa, be 
rather irigratefull to thy friends then treacherous 
to thy Prince : rather fee them dye then Olynda 
fall into fuch fatall daunger. /And with this fhe 
ftoode in a dumpe, and being readie to goe forward 
in her former meditation, fhe efpyed where the 
Souldan and the Emprefle, onely accompanied with 
her fonne and another Noble man, came walking. 
Barmenijfa willing to fee how the world went, met 
the Souldan, and with a reuerent modeftie both 
faluted him and the EmprefTe. Olynda (who faw 
the quondam Queene in this poore eftate) fmyling 
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at her follie, afked her where flie dwelt, and how 
fhe did Hue. I dwell Madame (quoth Ihe) in a 
litde Cottage adioyning to the Subburbs of the 
Cittie, where accompanyed with three friendly 
companyons, I pafle the day in labour with quiet, 
and the night in fecuritie with fweete flumbers : 
Content fits at my doore, and armed at all poynts 
forbids eyther Enuie or Fortune / entrance : Fruga- 
litie is my purfe bearer, and Hunger the Cooke 
that aflignes my dyet : Pouertie prefents me 
homely cheere, yet like a good Phifition to make 
a perfect digeftfon, he fauoreth all my difhes with 
quiet. And Madame, although I want an imperiall 
Crowne, and other Crownes alfo : this lacke I finde 
frees me from care, that I fleepe more in the 
Cottage, then euer I flumbred in the Court Then 
(quoth the Souldan) you woorke for your liuing : 
Your Maieftie knowes (quoth flie) that by parent- 
age I am daughter to the great Chan of 'Tartaria, 
where my want was wealth, and my labour pleafure 
and delight: yet he knowing that principalitie is 
no priuiledge againft Fortune, and that the higheft 
eftate is no warrant againft mifhap, learned me to 
vfe the Needle and the Wheele, that both I might 
efchue ydlenefle in my youth, and (if the Deftinies 
had fo decreed) the better brooke pouerty in my 
age. Perhaps (quoth Olynda) your Natiuitie was 
calculated, and fo the Conftellation. forefhewing this 
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fall, your father was a wife man and preuented the 
Planets with pollicie: But you told me of three 
companyons that are fellowe friends with you in 
your Cottage, what bee they? Three Madame 
(quoth Barmenijfa) that while I liued in the Court 
I heard of, but neuer could be acquainted with : 
Content without plentie, Quiet without enuy, and 
Pouertie without impatience : three fuch com- 
panions, that if in extremitie I mould mifTe them, 
in deede I might count my felfe rightly to bee 
miferable. The Souldan taking no pleafure in this 
prattle (for that his old wife was an interlocutor in 
this Dialogue) hafted away, and . Olynda as willing 
to be gone, tolde the old Princeffe that if fhe ftood 
in need (whatfoeuer Mgipt reported) fhe was not 
fo much her enemie but fhe would fupplye her 
want. Barmenijfa made anfwer, that when her 
friends fayled her fhe would come to her for 
her laft refuge. Alas, your friends (quoth Olynda) 
I thinke they bee fewe. Trueth Madame (quoth 
Barmenijfa) miferie allots not multitude of friends. 
Nullus ad admijfas ibit amicus opes, yet haue I two, 
my hands and myne eyes, which fweares not to 
fayle me till age driues them away perforce : but 
pleafe it your Graces to ftay, I will reueale fuch 
a matter as fhall gready re / dound to both your 
contentments : and then fhe made manifeft the 
pretence of thofe Noble men. 
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Olynda amazed at this fodayne newes (as bafe 
mynds are euer fearefull) defired the Souldan that 
they might hye home, leaft fome trealbn in that 
place were intended : for (quoth fhe) I knowe, 
whatfoeuer fhe faies, that Barmenijfa was the 
author of this treacherie, whofe life, how long fo 
euer it be, is the continuance of my forowes. The 
Souldan whom Cofcience began now to fling at 
the very hart, turned his backe without farewell, 
and no fooner came at the Court, but caufed the 
Lords that were fauourers of this treafon to bee 
apprehended, who willingly confefTed their intended 
determination, with full refolution either to dye or 
to performe it. The king, perceiuing their 
obftinacie, committed them to warde : and now to 
make proofe of Olyndas patience, he counterfeated 
a more deeper affection then euer he did, and for 
confirmation thereof, he gaue her free libertie to 
make choyce of three things without denyall what- 
foeuer fhe would craue : which Olynda taking 
kindly, defired this graunt to bee follemnely giuen 
before the Peeres of JEgip. Vpon this requeft 
the Souldan made Proclamation throughout all his 
Empyre, that the Nobilitie fhould within fifteene 
daies appeare at Memphis, where then he kept his 
Court, with notice alfo that vppon that day the 
Queene fhould freely afke three things of the 
Souldan without denyall. The Commons greatly 
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grudged at this graunt, and began to mutinie, that 
a gracelefle Concubyne fhould reape fuch fauours 
without defart. The olde Emprefle, partaker alfo 
of this newes, willing to forewarne the Princefle of 
ambition, determined with her felfe to fend her 
certayne verfes, as a caueat for fo warie a choyce. 
Well, leauing her to her Poems : the Nobilitie and 
many of the Commons at the dated tyme came, 
where in the Parliament houfe, the Souldan reuealed 
the caufe of their comming: namely, to bee 
witneffes of his graunt and her demaund. Olynda 
fearing the worft, caufed. the King follemnely to 
fweare, that he mould not reuoke whatfoeuer he 
had promifed. The Souldan, taking aduice, made 
this follemne proteftation, and fware by the God of 
the iEgiptians, / that whatfoeuer he had promifed 
to y right and lawfull Queene of AZgipt, he would 
perfourme. Olynda fetling her felfe to vtter her 
mynd, was interrupted by a meflenger that came 
from Barmenijfa with a fcrole. The Souldan 
vnderftanding to what effect it tended, caufed it 
openly to bee read : the contents whereof were the 
verfes following, ouer which was written this lattin 
fentence. 

fampora, tn-utantur, & nos mutamur in Mis. 

Ajppyring thoughts lea Phaeton amiffe, 
Proude Icarus did fall hefoardjo hie : 
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Seeke not to clymbe with fond Semyramis, 
Leaft Sonne reuenge the fathers iniurie. 
Take heede, Ambition is a fugred ill 
That fortune layes, prejumptuous mynds to /pill. 

The bitter greefe that frets the quiet minde: 
The fting that pricks the fr award man to woe, 
Is Enuie, which in honor J "eld we finde, 
And yet to honor Jworne a Jeer et foe. 

Learne this of me, enuie not others ftate, 
The fruites of enuie is enuie and hate. 

The miftie Clowde that Jo eclipjeth fame, 
That gets reward a Chaos of dejpight, 
Is blacke reuenge, which euer winneth fhame, 
Afurie vyld thats hatched in the night. 
Beware, Jeeke not reuenge again/} thy foe, 
Leaft once reuenge thy fortune ouergoe. 

Theje blajing. Commets do forefhew mifhap, 
Let not their flaming lights offend thine eye 
Looke ere thou leape, preuent an afterclap : 
Theje three forewarnd well may ft thou flye. 
If now by choyce thou aymeft at happie health, 
EJchew JelJ-loue , chooje for the Commonwealth. / 

Thefe verfes did nothing preuayle with Olynda, 
although they moued all the reft of the companie 
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to remorce : efteeming them as fhadowes, this was 
her requeft : that firft the Nobles which confpyred 
her death might bee executed: the Kings forme 
difinherited by an acl of Parliament, and the 
Queene baniihed out of all the Souldans dominions : 
thefe were her three demaunds: which whe the 
Emperour had throughly weighed with himfelf, 
noting the iniurious mynd of an infolent Concubine, 
he fell into fuch hate againft her for her prefump- 
tion, that he burft foorth into thefe tearmes. I fee 
well, as the diftrelTed eftate of pouertie is intoller- 
able for want, fo the prefumption of an infolent 
perfon is not to be fuffered for pride : thoughtes 
aboue meafure are either cut fhort by tyme or 
fortune : they which gaze at a Starre ftumble at a 
ftone : the Cimbrians looke[d] fo long at the Sunne 
that they ware blynd: and fiich as are borne 
beggars make Maieftie a marke to gaze at: fith 
that in prefuming with Phaeton, they fall with 
Icarus : and that in defiring with Tarquin to bee 
counted more then Gods, they proue in the ende 
with Polycrates to be worfe then men. I fpeake this 
Olynda, for that I fee the glorie of a Crowne hath 
made thee vnworthie of a Crowne, and Dignitie 
that ought to metamorphife men into vertuous 
refolutions, hath made thee a very mirror of 
vicious affections: could it not fuffice thee to 
depriue the Queene of her due, I meane of my 
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loue, of her Hufband, her Dignitie, her Crowne, her 
Pofleflions, but now thou feekeft to exyle her her 
Countrey, which is dearer to a good mynd then her 
life? Hath fhe borne all with patience, & doeft 
thou requite all with enuie? Doth fhe falue her 
miferie with content, and canft not thou brook 
Maieftie in quiet? Is Ambition fo furious a foe 
that it fuffers no corriuall ? Shall I ioyne vnnatu- 
rall actions to difloyaltie? Haue I forfaken the 
mother, and fhall I now disinherit myne owne 
Sonne? Shall 1 bring that curfe vppon my felfe 
to dye without one of myne owne bloud to fit on 
my Seate? No Olynda, the leaft of thy requefts 
fhall not be fulfilled, a heare fhall not fall from the 
meaneft of my Subiedts head to fatisfie thy reuenge : 
yet will I keepe myne oath, not to thee, but to the 
lawfull Queene of jEgipt, / which is Barmenijfa : 
for anger is not a fufficient dyuorce : the will of a 
Prince confirmed by falfe witnefTe is no lawe : the 
dated tyme of marriage is not miflike, but death : 
therefore proude and iniurious Concubyne, (for no 
better can I tearme thee) I here where without 
lawe I inuefted thee with dignitie, now in the fame 
place according to all lawe, depofe thee from the 
ftate of a Queene, and allot thee the fame punifh- 
ment which thou didfl requeft for the EmprefTe : 
namely, to be banifhed out of al my Territories, 
and then to liue in perpetuall exyle. Olynda falling 



i 9 2 PENELOPES WEB. 

at the knees of the Souldan would haue made 
replye, but he commaunded her to bee taken out 
of his prefence, which the Lords perfourmed in all 
hafte : then he fent for his wife, and after recon- 
ciliation made, to the great ioy of all his Subiects, 
in liew of her patient obedience fet her in her 
former ftate. 

JOEnelope hauing finifhed her tale, Eubola (for 
that this pleafant Hiftorie had brought the 
old Nurfe on fleepe) made this anfwer. If Argus 
(Madame) had bene an Auditor to your good 
Philofophie, Mercuries pype had neuer brought his 
hundred eyes in fuch a fodaine (lumber : I fee well 
fleepe hath no priuiledge ouer defire, neither hath 
tyme any warrant againft cotent : for had this bene 
but the preamble of your difcourfe, myne eyes had 
not grudged at fo long an infinuation : efpecially 
difcouering fuch a prefident of womens perfection. 
I perceiue obedience is a prefent falue againft 
choller, and that the wife hath no better defenfiue 
againft an angry hufband then fubmiflion with 
patience. 

I can but fmile (quoth Vygenia) to fee that 
Eubola hath fuch care of the ceconomicall precepts, 
refembling Silenus, whofe talke was euer of Grapes 
becaufe he loued Wine well : and fhe harpeth vpon 
the duetie of a wife as one defirous of a hufband. 
And you (quoth Eubola) play like the Lapwing, 
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that cryeth euer fartheft from her neft: when 
Dyana was prefent Califto neuer talked of Iupiter, 
& yet Iuno was ielous ouer the pure virgin. 
The Veftals in Rome offer Sacrafice with their 
hands, not with their eyes. Lucrece had the 
pidture of Venus in her bedchamber, yet fhe was 
chaft. Many talke of Mercurie that neuer / heard 
his melodie : & diuers landed at Samos that fayled 
not to Corinth. Tufh Vygenia, y difcource of 
obediece is not the difcouerie of affedtion : neither 
is the talke of a hufband the proofe of marriage : 
but feeling where your own fhooe wrings ye, you 
aime at the ftraightnefTe of my laft. 

Ifmena hearing her fellowes at fuch drye blowes, 
told them that how daintie fo euer they made it, 
their filken throtes would eafely digeft fuch pack 
threede : for (quoth fhe) I dare fweare the precifeft 
of you both had rather haue a hufband the heare 
of him, feeing your yeeres are enough, and your 
mynds not vowed to Minerua. 

Penelope could not but fmile at the chollericke 
prattle of her mayds : and yet for that the night 
was farre fpent, and her Nurfe in a found fleepe, 
fhe tooke vp their controuerfie, concluding with the 
opinion of her mayd Ifmena that they had rather 
follow Juno to the Temple then Dyana to the 
Woods : and rather fing with Hymeneus the weepe 
with Vefia. Well, the mayds whofe confcience told 

13 
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them their MiftrefTe prophefie was truth, agreed to 
her principles with filence: and Penelope waking 
her Nurfe, mannerly foulding vp her Web went 
quietly to her reft. 

The feeond night's difcourfe. 

AFter that the day was come, & the Suitors had 
filled the ftately Pallace of Penelope with their 
feuerall traynes, the PrincefTe put on her mourning 
attyre, which alwaies fhe was accuftomed to weare 
fince the abfence of Vliffes : fhewing her felfe (as 
Antifihenes commaunded) a good wife difcontent in 
her hufbands abfence, that therby fhe might both 
bewray the perfection of her loue, and quallifie the 
paffionate defires of her Suitors : which feeing her 
daylie bufie about her Web, and yet her labour 
(like Belydes Daughters to pour water into bottome- 
lefTe Tubs) endlefTe, could not comprehend within 
the compafTe of their imagination what the reafon 
of this mould be, feeing fo carefully fhee inde- 
uoured her felfe to bring her worke to an end. 
Well, refting in hope that tyme fhould eafe their 
lon/ging, they fpent the day in fbndrie pleafant 
paftimes and feuerall difcourfes, til the Sunne 
declyning to the Weft they departed. 

Penelope glad of their abfence, feeing that Phcebus 
had lodged himfelf with Tytan, and Venus, the 
fweete meffenger of the filent night, appeared in 
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the Skye, accompanyed as before with her Nurfe 
and her mayds, fhe went to her olde tafke, vntwift- 
ing that in y night, which before fhe had with 
great labour wrought in the day. Sitting thus 
bufily at their worke, the olde Nurfe (who by the 
laft nights prattle had found the length of Penelopes 
foote) began to waken them out of their dumps 
in this maner. I maruel, when I confider with 
my felfe, that y Romaines who couet to furpafle the 
Grecians in all honorable & vertuous actions, did 
not fee into their own follies, when they erect 
Temples vnto Flora, as a GoddefTe worthie of 
deuine Sacrafice, appoynting in honour of her 
funerall day certaine lafciuious fports and paftimes, 
called after her name Floralia, fhe being a raoft 
vile and infamous Courtizane, and difcrediting the 
flate of their Commonwealth with her incontinencie , 
and yet grudge to erect an Image in the memorie 
of Lucrece, that with her inuiolable chaftitie, not 
onelie honoured the Romaine vertue, but freed the 
Cittie from the burthen of a Tyrant. The reafon 
as I gefTe (quoth Penelope) is for that the nature of 
man is fo corrupt and addicted to vyce, that what 
vanitie prefents, they ftil (be it neuer fb bad) keepe 
it as an obiect to their eyes : but what is vertuoufly 
perfourmed they commit to obliuious charge to 
reward. In deed (quoth Ifmena) now I perceiue 
y my doubt is abfblued, which long hath holden 
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me in fufpence : for long haue I mufed why only 

in al the whole world Byana hath a Temple in 

Ephefus, and Venus is as commonly honored as the 

houfehold God Lar, that had a corner in euery 

mans kitchen: for in Paphos, Cypres, Athens, Samos, 

Rome, and infinite other Cities, her Temples ftand 

in the ftreetes, difcouering the erecters deuotions 

by the coftly and fumptuous buildings. )(And yet 

(quoth Eubola) the Veftals in Rome, who were 

dedicated to virginitie, bare Palme aboue the reft : 

for the Senators apparelled in their Robes of 

Maieftie, neuer met any of the in the ftreate but 

they gaue them /the wall, and faluted them bare 

headed : acknowledging for all their Temples of 

Venus, that the Aulter of Vefta yeelded parfumes 

more pleafing to the Gods. Wee reade in the 

Anuals of the Romaines, that Amulia, a Veftall 

mayd, caried water to the Temple in a Siue, and 

when the barke wherein the mightie Image of 

Peace ftuck vpon the fands, that al the force of 

women could not remoue, yet a Veftall Virgin 

drew it eafely up the Riuer Tybar with her girdle : 

proouing by this myracle (let vs account it no lefle) 

that amongft all other vertues, Virginitie is moft 

fauoured of the Gods. So that when at the fiege 

of Troy, the mortality and Peftilence rayned amongft 

the Grecians, the Gods would bee appeafed with 

no Sacrafice but with the prayers of Iphygenia 
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Daughter to Agamemnon. Wee fee that the gift 
of prophefie, which is holden for a certaine deuine 
effence infufed into humaine mynds, was particu- 
larly bellowed vppon this fexe : for the Sibils were 
Virgins, and the mayden that gaue anfwers at 
Delphus. V Well fayd Eubula (quoth Penelope) you 
run defcant vpon this word Virginitie, as though 
either you deferued to be a Veftall or a Sibill. Yet 
it may be Madame (quoth IJmend) that were me a 
Veftall (I had almoft faid a Virgin) but God forbid 
I had made fuch a doubtfull fuppofition) fhe might 
mifle in carying water with Amulia in a Siue : for 
amongft all the reft of the Virgins, wee reade of 
none but her that wrought fuch a myracle^ 
Eubula hearing how pleafantly IJmena played with 
her nofe, thought to giue her as great a bone to 
gnawe on, which fhe caft in her teeth thus briefly' 
I remember, Ifmena, that Epicurus meafured euery 
mans dyet by his owne principles, and Abradas the 
great Macedonian Pirat thought euery one had a 
letter of mart that bare fayles in y Ocean : none 
came to knock at Diogenes Tub but he thought 
him a Cynicke : and fancie a late hath fo tyed you 
in deuotion to Venus, that fhortly we fhall haue 
you in that vayne, to thinke there is no fuch 
Goddefle as Vefta : but take heede, Ifmena, tis an 
herefie, the conceipt whereof once caufed as good a 
Virgin (I will not inferre comparifons, becaufe they 
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are odious) to bring foorth Romulus and Remus at 
a burthen. 

Penelope hearing her maydes fo farre ouerfhoote 
themfelues in her prefence, began to frowne, which 
made them blufh, as afhamed they had fo farre 
paft the limits of modeftie : but fhe perceiuing 
by their countenance y they acknowledged their 
faults, would not (fith they had fo womanly taken 
the checke) proceede any further in giuing the 
mate, but with a fmyling cheere broke out abruptly 
into thefe fpeeches. You put me in remembrance 
by your prattle of virginity, of my promife, how 
this night I would difcuffe the precious vertue of 
Chaftitie : which feeing we are fo clofe fet at our 
worke, fhal ferue this night to preuent imminent 
flumbers. The old nurfe and the maydes giuing 
attentiue eare, Penelope began in this maner. The 
wife and learned man Euboides, whofe fayings haue 
euer bene counted as Oracles, was of this opinion, 
that the greateft vertue in a woman was to bee 
knowne of none but her hufband : alledging to the 
faying of Argius that the praife of a woman in a 
ftraunge mouth is nothing els but a fecret blame : 
fo that Socrates whom Apollo tearmed the wifeft 
man in Greece, affirmed that the greateft fortrefTe 
and defence that nature had giuen to a woman for 
the preferuation of her reputation and honour, was 
Chaftitie : which loft and vyolated, there remaineth 
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nothing but fhame and infamie. Plato being 
demaunded what Chaftitie was, made this defcrip- 
tion : It is, (quoth he) the fhield againft luxurious- 
nefle, being fuch a defenforie againft voluptuous 
defires, that as he which weareth the Bay leafe is 
priuiledged from the preiudice of Thunder : fo that 
woman which is adorned with Chaftitie, is fafely 
armed againft all inordinate affections whatfoeuer : 
infomuch that y eyes (which is a fickle and incon- 
ftant fence) delight in the varietie of obiects, yet 
are brought to be bufied about one particuler 
fubiect by the fecret vertue of Chaftitie. Further 
Plato calleth it a preferuer of good will, the rafor 
of dull thoughts, the corrector of vntamed defires, 
and an enemie to the difordred will of the Soule : 
attributing vnto it thefe qualities, that it fuppreffeth 
furie, hindreth difhoneft actions, breedeth con- 
tinencie, mollifieth the harts of tyrants, & vfeth 
reafon for a rule in all things : And experience it 
felfe teacheth vs, that as nothing more doth ruynate 
fame and / credite then voluptuoufnefle, fo nothing 
getteth more honour & glorie then chaftitie. The 
confideration whereof, mooued Iulius Cajar rather 
to fuffer a diuorce then an incontinent wife, wifhing 
if Gracchus had liued in his dayes, that he might 
haue made an exchage of y Emprefie for his chaft 
wife Cornelia, fo highly did that Monarch efteeme 
of that vertue. Chaftitie, faith Epiftetus,- is the 
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very faire and redolent bloffomes that the tree of 
true and perfect loue doth afford, yeelding fo 
fweet and fragrant a fauour, that the moft vicious 
and vnbridled hufband is reclaymed by the fmell 
of fuch a deuine perfume. Euripedes, entring into 
the confideration of this vertue, crieth out, as 
wondring at the excellencie thereof. — O how is 
chaftitie to be efteemed, that is the caufe of fuch 
greate glorie and honour amongeft women : for it 
fheweth the feare fhe oweth to the Gods, the loue 
fhe beareth to her Hufband, the care fhe hath of 
fame, the fmall defire to inordinate affections, and 
maketh her of a woman, a very patterne of fuper- 
naturall perfection. Hipjicratea being demaunded 
what was her richeft Iewel, anfwered chaftitie, 
alluding to the opinion of Crates the Philofopher, 
who was wont to fay : that is an ornament that 
adorneth, and that thing adorneth a woman, which 
maketh hir more honorable : and this is not done 
by Iewels of Gold, Emeraults, Precious ftones or 
fumptuous attyre, but by euery thing that caufeth 
her to be accounted honeft, wife, humble, and chaft. 
The Emperour Aurelius made certaine lawes to 
inhibite fuperfluitie of attyre, affirming y fuch y 
curioufly paint out themfelues with fryfled lockes, 
fweete perfumes, and ftraunge ornaments of pompe 
(vnleffe nobilitie of birth vrge them to fuch bra- 
uery) make men moft diffolute and fubiect to folly : 
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efpecially if fuch fumptuous fhewes bee ayded 
with a rowling eye and vnchaft looke : whereas 
a wife woman through her honeft behauiour and 
modeft countenance, lead as many as caft their 
eyes vppon her, to a continent reuerence of 
chaftitie. Socrates was wont to fay, that when a 
maried wife holdeth her looking glaffe in her 
hand, fhe mould fpeake thus to her felf, if fhe be 
foule : what then mould become of me if I were 
alfo wicked? and if* fhe bee faire: how mail my 
beautie be accounted of if I continue wife and ho-/ 
neft : for a hard fauoured woman that is renoumed 
for her chaftitie, is more honorable then me which 
is famous for her beautie : The records that fpeake 
honorably of the Romane Ladies, tell vs that the 
wife of a poore Smith meeting the Empreffe 
Fauftina, tooke the wall of her in the ftreetes, 
whereat the Empreffe grudging, complayned to 
the Senat, who fending for the poore woman, & 
demaunding of her if me committed the deede, 
fhe denied it not, and therefore her Hufband was 
condemned in a certaine fumme : vppon which 
fentence the woman appealed from the Senate to 
the Emperour, who afked what fhe could fay for 
her felfe : As much (quoth fhe) as if thou be iuft 
and wife may fuffice. For although I am not fo 
honorable as thy wife, yet I am more honeft, and 
the Citizens of Rome ought to efteeme vertue 
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before dignitie : The Emperour vpon this dis- 
charged the woman of the fentence : Alexander the 
great, hauing at the conqueft of Babylon taken a 
very wel fauoured Algipian Ladye, a widowe 
whom for her beautie he did greatly affectionate, 
at night commaunded one of his Captaynes to 
bring her to his Tent : which fhe boldly refufed, 
willing him to fay to the King, that captiuitie 
was no priuiledge to infringe chaftitie, and if hee 
went about to difhonor her, fhe would peruert 
fuch violence by death : this anfwere retourned to 
Alexander, hee not onely moderated his defire, but 
fent her his Signet as a warrant of her fafetie. 
Portia the wife of Brutus, was told by one of her 
feruants, that certaine Embaffadors of Samos were 
come, which were pafling beautifull and well 
proportioned men: hould thy peace foole, quoth 
fhe, wouldeft thou haue mee to prepare a poyfon 
for myne honour by the meanes of myne eye. 
Cyrus King of Perjia making warres againft the 
Sythians, had for his Pryfe of the triumphe, a very 
faire woman called Panther, who being the wife of 
Abradatas his enemy, being defired of Cyrus for 
his concubine, fhe told him that fhe was chaft : the 
King little reflecting this fhort anfwere, demaunded 
a further refolution : why quoth Panther ? can there 
be any other anfwere that is not comprehended in 
this word, chaftitie ? hereby noting that the Anty- 
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dote againft the enuenomed thoughtes of mens 
alluring intifements, and the fureft corrofiue / to 
roote out fuch vnbridled defires as draw them 
to inordinate affection, is this pretious Iewell of 
chaftitie: the which the more to confirme, I wil 
rehearfe vnto you a pleafant Hiftorie, which hap- 
pened not long fince within our dominions of 
Ithaca. 

Penelopes fecond tale. 

T N this Countrey of Ithaca not long fince, there 
-*■ dwelled a noble man called Calamus, of paren- 
tage honorable, as allied to the blood Royall : of 
pofTeflions rich, as one of the greateft reuenewes in 
all the countrey : but therewithall fo wedded to the 
vayne fuppofe of pleafure and delight, that his 
frends forrowed at the courfe of his vnbridled 
follies, & his poore tennants groned not vnder the 
burde of his couetous defires, but were taxed with 
the greefe of his voluptuous appetite : for fuch was 
the incontinencie of his life, as fatietie of wanto 
affections neuer glutted his mind with content : 
But as the Serpent Hidafpis, the more he drinketh, 
the more he is athirft, and as y Salamander, the 
more he lyeth in the fire, the more defirous he is 
of the flame, fo Calamus, the more he offended 
in this intemperate concupifcence, the more his 
thoughts were addicted to y vice : fo as al his 
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neighbors did wifh hee might fall headlong into 
the Center of fome deepe misfortune. Wallowing 
thus in the felfe conceipt of his wickednefle, on a 
day as he rode on hunting with certaine of his 
gentlemen, he {tumbled by chaunce on a farmers 
houfe, whether as he roade to tafte a cup of their 
final wine, for y the wether was hot : where he 
efpied a woman homely attired, of modeft coute- 
nance, her face importing both loue and grauitie : 
who feeing the Noble man approch, dying her 
chriftall cheekes with a vermillyon hue, after 
humble falutations brought him in a countrie Crufe 
fuch drinke as their Cottage did afford. Calamus 
narrowly marking the proportion of this countrie 
hufwife, courteoufly tooke his leaue & departed, 
but the fparkes of luft that had kindled a flame of 
defire in his fancie, perplexed his mynde with 
fundrie paflions : For calling to mind not onely her 
exterior beautie, adorned with fundrie and feuerall 
graces, but alfo her inward perfection, / bewraying 
that fhe was both wife and honeft, he fell into this 
\confideration with himfelfe : For fhame {Calamus) 
let not thy thoughts wander in a laberinth to be 
endleffe : Seeing the flower of thy youth hath bene 
fpent in vyce, let the fruite of thyne age onely 
fauour of vertue : if the Gods had not the firftlings 
of thy yeeres, yet let them haue thy gray head in 
pawne of a Sacrifice : tyme is a retrayte from 
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vanitie and vyce : thy foote is ftepping to the 
graue, & oportunitie bids thee take hold of re- 
pentance. Venus is printed without wrinckles, as 
fignifying fhe is the Goddeffe of youth : what of 
this, fond foole, fuppofe thou wert young, fhalt 
thou therefore wallow in intemperancie ? Doe not 
the Gods forbid thee to craue that y is another 
mas due? Are not voluptuous defires to bee 
fupprefled as well in the young cyon as in the 
old tree ? is thy fancie fo fickle aseuery face muft 
be vewed with affection ? Fond man, thinke this 
that the poore man maketh as great account of his 
wife, as the greateft Monarch in the world doth 
of an Empreffe : that honeftie harbors assoone 
in a Cottage, as in the Court : that their mynds 
opprefTed with want, are freed from the vanities 
of loue. Then Calamus, ceafTe from thefe friuolous 
fuppofitios, and feeke not fo much as in thought to 
offer wrog to fo modeft a woma, whofe honeffc 
behauiour forefhewes that as fhe is poore, fb fhe is 
chaft, and holdeth as deare the price of her fame as 
the ftate of her life. No doubt, Calamus, thou art 
become a holy Prelate, that haft fb many precepts 
to refell that thou haft alwaies followed : Is not 
Loue a Lord as well amongft Beggars as Kings ? 
Cannot Cupid assoone hit a Shepheards hooke as 
a Scepter ? Doth not pouertie by a natural infight 
yeeld to the defires of Nobilitie? Are womens 
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faces alwaies Kalenders of trueth? or are their lookes 
(as Ouid affirmeth) euer mind-glafles. No, the 
thoughts of women hang not alwaies in their eyes: 
diflimulation is filler to Ianus, and wanton appetite 
oft ietteth vnder the Mafke of Chaftitie : Haft 
thou hetlierto not bene repulfed with any refolute 
denyals, and malt thou now bee ouerthrowne with 
a looked No, forward Calamus in thy purpofe, 
triumph man, and fay as Cajar did in his conquefts, 
veni, vidi, vici : The Nobleman refting upon this 
wicked refolution, / met by chaunce the hufband 
of the wife comming from plough : who feeing 
Calamus, did his duetie in moft humble maner, yet 
hating him for that he knewe he was vicious : but 
he thinking to take oportunitie at the rebound, 
thought now he had a very good meanes to know 
the difpofition of the woman and her hufbands 
name, that he might make repayre thether to 
profecute his wicked purpofe. He began there- 
fore to inquire of the man where he dwelt : The 
poore Farmer, that calling to mynd hee had a faire 
wife, was not willing to tell the place of his abode, 
made anfwere, vppon the forreft fide. What is he 
(quoth Calamus) that dwels at yonder grange place 
(for they were yet in viewe of the houfe) of what 
wealth, whofe Tenaunt : and if thou canft (quoth 
he) goe fo farre, tell mee what your neighbours fay 
of his fayre wife. The man who was amazed at 
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this queftion, fufpe&ing that which in deede proued 
true, though his apparel was fimple, yet hauing a 
fubtile wit made him this anfwere. The man my 
Lord, is poore, but honeft, his name Lejlio, a 
Farmer by profeflion, and your Tenaunt in Copy 
hold : loued of his neighbours, for that he neither 
enuieth his fuperiours, nor grudgeth at his equalles, 
fauoured of the Gods, in y amidft his pouertie he 
hath a contented mynd, and a wife that is beauti- 
full, wife and honeft : whofe life my Lord is fo 
vertuous, that our coutry wiues take her actions 
as a prefident, whereby to gouerne their fame & 
credit : infomuch that fhe is not fo much praifed 
for her beautie, as ftiee is reuerenced for her 
chaftitie. Calamus contented in this replye, roade 
his way, and the poore man in a dumpe went 
home to his wife, to whome hee reuealed the effedt 
of Calamus demaund : fhe willing her hufband to 
repofe his wonted truft in her good behauiour, 
quieted his mynd with the hope of her conftancie : 
but the like reft happened not their Landlord : for 
he incenfed by the praifes of her vertue^, fel into 
fuch a reftleffe Chaos of confufed paflions, that he 
could take no reft till y night was pafled in broken 
{lumbers : the next morning taking Loue only /or 
his guide, he went to the Farmers house, where 
finding her with one of her maydes in the midft 
of her hufwiferie, he flood a pretie while taking a 
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view of her exquifite perfectio, till at the laft y 
good wife e/fpyed him, (who nothing difmaied 
with his prefence, for that being forewarned fhe 
was forearmed) gaue him after her homely fafhion 
a Countrey welcome : The Noble man fat downe, 
and finding fome talke, for that now he knewe fhe 
was his Tenant, began to talke of her Leafe and 
other matters, that by a long infinuation he might 
the better fall to his purpofe. The poore woman 
whofe name was Cratyna, was as bufie as a Bee to 
fet before Calamus fuch Countrey iunckets as the 
; Plough affbords, & made fewe anfwers : till at laft 
her Landlord after he had tafted of her delicates, 
taking her by the hand, framed his fpeech in this 
maner. Tenant (for fo I thinke I may beft tearme 
thee) I will not make a long harueft for a fmall 
crop, nor goe about to pull a Hercules fhoo on 
Achilles foote : Orations are needlefTe where neces- 
fitie forceth, and the fhorteft preamble is beft 
where loue puts in his plea : therefore omitting all 
friuolous prattle, knowe that as well at the fight 
of thy beautie, as by the report of thyne honeftie, 
affection hath fo fettered me in the fnares of fancie, 
that for my beft refuge I am come to thy fweete 
felfe to craue a falue for thofe paflions y no other 
can appeafe. I denye not but thou haft both loue 
and lawe to withhold thee from this perfwafion, 
and yet wee knowe women haue their feuerall 
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friends. Venus though fhe loues with one eye, 
yet fhe can looke with the other. Cupid is neuer 
fo vnprouided but he hath two Arrowes of one 
temper : offences are not meafured by the pro- 
portion but by the fecrecie : Si non cafie tamen 
caute : if not chaftly yet charely : thou mayft both 
winne a friend and preferue thy fame, yea Tenaunt, 
fuch a friend whofe countenance Ihall fhroude thee 
from enuie, and whofe plentie fhall free thee from 
penurie. I will not ftand longer vpon this poynt, 
let it fuffice that in louing me thou fhalt reape 
prefermet, & in denying my fuite purchafe to thy 
hufband and thy felf fuch a hatefull enemie, as to 
requite thy denyall will feeke to preiudice thee with 
al mifhap, nunc vtrum horum mauis accipe. 

Cratyna, who knewe the length of his arrowe 
by the bent of his bowe (refblued rather to tafte of 
any miferie, then for lucre to make fhipwracke of 
her chaftitie) returned him this fharpe and / fhort 
anfwer. In deede my Lord, a lefle harueft might \ 
haue ferued for fo bad corne, that how warely fo \ 
euer you gleane it, will fcarct proue worth the 
reaping : true it is, that preambles are friuolous 
that perfwade men to fuch follies: and therfore 
had your honour fpared this fpeech, your credite 
had bene the more and your labour lefle : if vpon 
the fbdaine my beautie hath inueagled you, (for 
as for my vertue you hazard but a fuppofe, fith 

H 
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oftimes report hath a blifter on her tongue) I muft 
needes blame your eye that is bleared with euery 
obiect, and accufe fuch a mynd as fuffereth 
honour to bee fuppreffed with affection : and my 
Lord, foone ripe foone rotten: hot loue is fbone 
cold : the fancies of men are like fire in ftrawe, 
that flameth in a minut and ceaffeth in a moment : 
but to returne you a denyall with your owne 
obiection, trueth it is that I am tyed to my hufband 
both by loue and law : which to vyolate, both the 
Gods and nature forbids me, vnleffe by death: 
Venus may loue and looke how me lift, and at laft 
proue her felfe but a wanton : her inordinat affec- 
tions are no prefidents whereby to direct myne 
actions: and where as you fay, offences are 
meafured by the fecrecie, I anfwer, that euery thing 
is tranfparent to the fight of the Gods, their deuine 
eyes pearce into the heart and the thoughts, and they 
meafure not reuenge by dignitie, but by iuftice : 
for preferment, know my Lord there is no greater 
riches then content, nor no greater honour then 
quiet : I efteeme more of fame then of gold, and 
rather choofe to dye chaft then Hue rich : threat- 
nings are final perfwafions, and little is her honeftie 
that preferreth life before credit Therfore, may 
it pleafe your honour, this is my determined 
refolution, which take from me as an Oracle, that 
as preferment fhall neuer perfwade me to be 
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vnchaft, fo death (hall neuer difwade me from 
being honeft. 

Calamus hearing this rough replye of his Tenant, 
was driuen into a maruellous choller, fo that fcarce 
afFoording her a farewell, he flung out of the doores, 
and going to horfe he hyed home to the Court. 
The goodwife glad that he tooke the matter fo in 
fnuffe, commaunded her mayde to fay nothing to 
her maifter, leaft it mould anything difquiet his 
mynd. But Calamus who was impatient of this 
denyall, thought that the Cittie which /would 
not yeeld at the parlie, might be conquered by an 
afTault, and that which intreatie could not com- 
maund, force would conftrayne : therefore feeing 
her hufband had no leafe of his houfe, but was a 
Tenant at wil, he commaunded his Steward, whom 
he made priuie to his practife, to giue him warning : 
but with this prouifo, that if his wife were found 
tradable, then he mould remayne there ftill. The 
Steward fulfilling his Lords command, proued 
ftraight by experience, that it was as poflible to 
force the ftreame againft his courfe, or the earth 
to afcend from his Center, as to drawe her mynd 
from vertue and honeftie : and therfore contrary 
to al lawe and confcience depriued them of their 
liuing. The poore man, after his wife had made i 
him priuie to the caufe of their fodayn calamitie, 
tooke it very patiently, and chofe rather to liue 
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poorely content, then richly difcredited : fo that the 
prefixed tyme of his departure being come, hee 
quietly parted from the Farme to a Cottage, where 
his wife and he liued as perfect Louers in vnfayned 
affection. 

Calamus feeing this pollicie tooke fmall effect, 
impatient ftill in his reftlefle paflions, accompanyed 
: one day with five or fixe of his men, taking the 
aduauntage of the tyme, parforce brought Cratyna 
i away to his Pallace, and priuilie left two of his 
men in Ambulh to kil Leftio. The neighbours 
hearing of this mifchief, fecretly fent to Lejiio 
where he was at plough, & forwarned him of all 
that Calamus had done and intended. The poore 
man feeing that to ftriue with him was to fhoote 
againft the Heauens, preferring life before wealth, 
euen as he was apparalled, went farre from the 
place of his refidence, and as a man in diftrefle 
feeking feruice, went to a Collyar, who intertayned 
and gaue him fuch wages as he deferued, where 
quietly, although difquieted in mynd for the abfence 
of his wife, he paft a few daies. Diuers were 
poore Leftios thoughts : for when hee confidered 
the chaftitie of his wife, fufpition hid her face for 
fliame : but when he fawe that womens thoughts 
are afpyring and gape after preferment, and that 
the greateft affault to honeftie is honor, he began 
to frowne : fo that thus betweene dread and hope 
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he liued difquieted. But poore Cratyna, whofe 
miferie was redoubled by / hearing of her Hufbands 
mifhap, powred out fuch continuall fountaynes of 
teares, as not only Calamus, but al men tooke 
pittie of her playnts. But the vnbridled furie of 
luft, that while it runs headlong into a laberinth of 
mifchiefes, feeleth no remorce, had no confideration 
of her daylie forrowes, but refolued, if not by 
intreatie, at leaft by force to come to the end 
of his lafciuious defire. Which refolution being 
knowne to Cratyna : from prayers me went to 
pollicie, and therefore on the fodayne became more 
courteous, defiring Calamus that he would giue her 
fome fpace to forget her olde loue and intertaine a 
newe choyce: He whofe fancie was fomewhat 
appeafed with this good fpeech, graunted her the 
tearme of a moneth, with free libertie to walke in 
the garden and els where at her pleafure. Cratyna 
enioying her wifh fo fortunatly, taking tyme by 
the forehead, early in a morning ftole fecretly from 
the Pallace, and fled into the Countrey, where in 
the day tyme hyding her amongft bufhes, and in 
the night trauelling as fafl: as ftie could, at laft fhe 
came to the place where her hufband was with 
the Collyar : & there chaunging her apparell into 
the attyre of a man, and her head brauely fhorne, 
fhe became a handfome {tripling. The next day j 
comming to the Cole pits fhe demaunded feruice. I 
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The maifter Collyar feeing the youth well faced, 
had pittie of his want, and intertayned him : and 
for that Leftio his man wanted one to driue his 
Cart, he appoynted Cratyna to attend vpon him : 
She thanking the Gods that bleft her with fo 
fauourable a feruice, was brought to the fight 
of Leftio, and committed to his charge. Leftio 
pittying the poore eftate of fuch a young youth, 
noting narrowly the lyniaments of her face, fell 
into fighes, and from fighes to teares, for the 
remembrance of his fweete Cratyna : who in deede 
pittying her hufbands playnts, in that fhe was a 
true deuiner of his thoughts, could not (as womens 
fecrets oft hang at the tip of their tungs) but 
bewray to her hufband what fhe was : who when 
he perfectly knewe his wife fo ftraungely meta- 
morphofed, what for ioye of her prefence, and 
forrowe that Fortune had made them both thus 
vnhappie, he fell into deeper complaynts, till 
appeafed by his wife, they went merely to their 
worke. 

But Calamus miffing Cratyna, and after diligent 
fearch perceiuing fhe was ftole away, fel into fuch 
a melancholick humour, that his feruants thought 
him half in a frenzie : He commaunded horfe to 
be made out into euerie hye way, al paflages to be 
ftopt, euerie woraa to be examined, but in vayne : 
which fo increafed his furie, that taking his horfe 
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he roade vp and downe the Countrey as one halfe 
mad, but found not that which he fought for : at 
laft, Fortune enuying the happineffe of Leftio and 
his wife, brought him where the Collyars were 
at worke, and a pretie fpace before hee came at 
the pit hee met Cratyna : who feeing Calamus, 
although he had difguyfed himfelfe, becaufe he 
would ride vnknowen, yet perfectly perceiued 
what he was, and therefore would willinglie haue 
bene out of his companie : but he called vnto her, 
and fhe hauing her lether Coate all duftie, and 
her fweete face al be fmeared with coales, was the 
bolder to goe, and demaunded of him what he 
wanted: Calamus inquired if fuch a woman paft 
not that way: Yes mary (quoth Cratyna) there 
paft fuch a one in deede, who as fhe reported fled 
from Calamus, for that the Noble man would haue 
reft her of her chaftitie. Canft thou tell my friend 
(quoth he) whether fhe is gone : and if I could 
(quoth Cratyna) thinke not fo little courtefie in 
me as to bewray her : for by thy ftraight inquirie 
I perceiue thou art feruant to that difhonorable 
Calamus, that fpareth neither wife nor widdowe to 
fatisfie his vnbridled luft. Calamus not brooking 
thefe hard fpeeches allighted from his horfe, think- 
ing to haue wel bumbafted the boy : who as faft as 
he could fled to the Cole pit. The Collyars feeing 
their boy (whom for his good behauiour they al 
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generally loued) to be mifufed by a feruing man, 
tooke their whips in their hands and demaunded of 
Calamus what he ment to offer vyolence to anie 
of their companie : for that (quoth he) the boy 
hath greatly abufed me. Cratyna told the al the 
whole matter : which knowne, the Collyars wifht 
him if he were well to be packing. Calamus feeing 
amongft fuch an vnruly companie he could not 
mend him felfe, went his way with a flea in his 
eare : and as he roade, perceiued where Leftio lay a 
•i fleepe, who was not fo difguyfed but he knewe him 
j perfectly : therefore thinking when he did wake 
; to / learne fome thing out of him, & fo turning his 
horfe into a Clofe hard by, refted him felfe behind a 
; bufh : Long he had not fitten before Cratyna came, 
merely whittling with her Cart, and told her hufband 
all what had happened : who both fmyled that the 
Nobleman had fuch rough intertaynment, as alfo 
that fhe was fo cleane out of fauour. Calamus 
who ouerheard them, and perceiued that the youth 
whom he tooke for a {tripling was Cratyna the 
! poore mans wife, felt fuch a remorce in his confci- 
ence for offering vyolence to fo vertuous and chaft 
a mynd, that assoone as they were gone he pofted 
as faft as he could to the Court, where Msnon the 
Grandfather of my Lord VliJJes then raigned as 
Prince, and reuealed vnto him the whole matter : 
who greatly pleafed with the difcourfe, defirous to 
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fee fo honeft a wife, prefently difpatcht a Purfeuant 
to commaund the Collyar to bring his man Leftio 
and his boy before the King. The Purfeuant 
fparing no horfeflefh, came fo faft from the Court 
that he found them all at dinner : who after they 
heard his meffage, were amazed, efpecially poore 
Cratyna, who feared fome new misfortune : yet 
cheering her felfe, the better to comfort her 
hufband, they wet with the Purfeuant to the Court: 
where being brought before Menon and Calamus, 
he there complayned of the Collyar how he had 
abufed him in mayntayning his boy to giue him ill 
language. The Collyar (as a man amazed) con- 
fefled his fault, but vnwittingly, for that he knew 
him not : and therefore defired Calamus to bee his 
good Lord and maifter. Menon, who all this while 
had his eye on Cratyna, afked her what he was : 
May it pleafe your Grace (quoth fhe) I am feruant 
to this man who is owner of the pit, but vnder this 
other who is ouerfeer of my work : So then (quoth 
the King) you ferue two maifters, the one by day, 
the other by night : Nay my Liege (quoth Cra- 
tyna) but one maifter, for we make fmal account of 
any feruice that is done in the night. How fay 
you firha (quoth the King to Leftio) is not this 
boy your man : No my Lord (quoth he) only my 
bedfellowe, and that is all the feruice I craue at 
his hands. At this anfwere the King and Calamus 
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fmyled, and Cratyna fearing fhe was difcouered 
began to blufh : which Menon perceiuing, de- 
maun / ded of her what age fhe was : About^ 
eighteene my liege (quoth fhe). Menon willing to 
ttye them what the euent would be : tolde the 
Collyar that he and his man, for that their faults 
were thorowe ignorance, might get them home : 
but for your boy (quoth the King) feeing he is fo 
young and well faced I meane to make him my 
page. The Collyar was glad he was fo difpatcht^ 
but poore Leftio through aboundaunce of griefe, 
was almoft driuen into an extafie, fo y chaunging 
colour he could fcarce ftand on his legges : which 
Cratyna perceiuing, feeing now Fortune had done 
her worft, refolued to fuffer all miferies whatfoeuer, 
fell down vpo her knees, and unfoulded to the King 
what fhe was, and from point to point difcourfed 
what had happened betweene her and Calamus, 
intermedling her fpeeches with fuch a fountaine of 
teares, as the King pittying her playnts, willed her 
to be of good cheere : for none in all his Kingdome 
fhould offer her any vyolence. Calamus in the 
behalfe of Cratyna thanked the King, with promife 
before his HighnefTe that the vertuous and chafl 
difpofition of her mynd had made fuch a meta- 
morphofis of his former thoughts, that not onely 
he was content to bridle his affections, but to 
indow her with fuch fufficient lands and pofTeffions, 
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as might very wel maintayne her in the ftate of a 
Gentlewoman. The King prayfing Calamus for 
his good mynd, willing to be an actor in this 
Comedie, commaunded his fteward to furnifli 
them with apparell, and afterward to conuay 
them to Calamus Pallace, where they liued long 
after in profperous and happie eftate. 

The tale was long and the night was too farre 
{pent to runne any further defcant on fo good a 
playne fong, and therefore Penelope hauing finifhed 
her tafke went to her lodging. 

The third nights difcourfe. 

HPHe day no fooner appeared, but according 
■*■ to their ould cuftome, the noble men of 
Ithaca repaired to the Pallace of Penelope, who 
fayning her felf not wel, kept her Chaber, which 
her fonne Telemachus efpying, caried y Lords with 
him / on hunting, fo that that day they paft away 
in the field, in chafe of fuch wild beafts as fortune 
by chance offred them as game : flipping with 
Telemachus after their difport at a grange houfe 
three myles diftant from Ithaca, they had no 
fooner taken their repaft, but euery man hied 
home to his owne houfe, and 'Telemachus pofted as 
faffc as he could to his mother, whom he found at 
fupper with her Nourfe : where he difcourfed vnto 
her how they had fpent y day in hunters paftime, 
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with euery accident y happened in the chaze. 
Penelope had no fooner fupt, but taking cuftome 
for a lawe, fhe left her Sonne with one or two of 
his companions in the dyning chamber, and accom- 
panied with her Nourfe, and her Maydes, went to 
her worke: where falling to their wonted tafke, 
4 fith the laft night they had a checke for their ouer 
much prattle, they held themfelues filent. 

The old Nurfe fmiling at this new cuftome, 
began to breake out of this dumpe in this maner. 
Your mayds (Madame) feeme by their filence to 
make a challenge of your promife, I meane to heare 
your difcourfe of filence : refembling herein Phillips 
page, who in his maifters Tent being fore a thirft 
durft not craue drinke, but fubtelly fat finging 
ouer the pot. You fay wel, Nourfe, (quoth 
Penelope) I promifed it, and now I will perfourme 
it : but before I enter into the defcription of 
filence, tell me what is your opinion of my yefter- 
nights tale. Mary Madame (quoth the Nurfe) 
that both the method and matter were of one 
temper, for both I liked the tale for the good 
fpeeches, and the poore mans wife for her great 
honeftie, who by the conftancie of her mynd, not 
only preferued her good fame, but reclaymed the 
Noble man fro his voluptuous appetite : fo that 
the inftance grewe very wel to your former prin- 
ciple : no vertue to be greater in a woman the 
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Chaftitie. Now Nurfe (quoth Penelope) that I 
haue heard your opinion, to the difcouerie of 
filence. Demaratus, an Embaffadour of Corinth, 
being denuded of Olimpias Philips wife, how the 
Ladies of his Countrey behaued themfelues : 
anfwered they were filent, comprehending vnder 
this word all other vertues : as though ' y woman 
which were moderate in fpeech could alfo moderate 
her affections. Plato calleth women that are bab- / 
lers, theeues of tyme : And Plutarke compareth 
them to emptie veffels, which giue a greater found 
then they which are full : fo that wanting inward 
vertues to beautifie the mynd, they feeke to winne 
praife by outward pratde. 

It feemeth (faith Bias) that Nature by forte- 
fying the tongue, would teach how precious and 
necefTarie a vertue filence is : for fhe hath placed 
before it the Bulwarke of the teeth, that if it will 
not obey reafbn, which being within ought to 
ferue in fteade of a bridle to flay it from preueting 
the thoughts, we might reftraine and chaftice fuch 
impudent babling by byting. And therfore, faith 
he, we haue two eye's and two eares, that thereby 
we may learne to heare & fee much more then 
is fpoken. A woman, faith Cherillus, that feeketh 
to encreafe her honour and fame, firft ought to 
praftife filence, then to indeuour how to talke : for 
the one is naturall, the other a vertue got by 
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vertuous education. Phocion hearing an Noble 
woman of Athens vfe much talke, at a banquet, 
which fhe fet foorth in many eloquent phrafes, and 
being demaunded of one how he liked her fpeech : 
My friend (quoth he) her wordes may be com- 
pared to Cipres trees that are great and tall, but 
beare no fruite worth any thing. Portia the wife of 
Brutus hearing a poore perfon vfe much talke in 
her prefence, called her afide, and gaue her money 
to hold her peace, being afhamed that any woman 
mould be accufed'of babling. The Embafladours 
of Carthage being fent to Scipio, who being newly 
departed from Rome, were notwithftanding fump- 
tuoufly intertayned by his wife, who fitting a whole 
fuppertyme without vttering one worde, being 
demaunded of the Carthaginians what newes they 
mould carrie to Hanniball: tell him (quoth me) y 
Scipio hath a wife that knoweth how to be filent. 
Cafar the mightie Monarch of the world was wont 
to fay, that filence vfed in due tyme and place was 
a profound wifedome, a fober and modeft thing 
and full of deepe fecrets. Words (fayth Mcenander) 
hath wings, and are prefently difperfed euery 
where, and many repent that they haue fpoke, but 
neuer that they hold their peace. The Cittie of 
Athens was deftroyed by Silla the Romaine Dictator, 
who by his efpyals, was admonifhed of the 
prattling / of certaine women warning of their 
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cloathes, where they talked of a certaine place in 
the Towne that was weake and worft defended. 
Many inconueniences grow of the intemperancie 
of the tongue, as difTention and ftrife in a houfe, 
whereas contrarywife nothing more appeafeth 
choller nor fheweth modeftie then filence. To 
confirme the which, I will rehearfe a pleafant and 
delightfull Hiftorie. 

Penelopes third tale. 

' I "He Hiftoriographers whofe Anual Records 
-•" makes mention of that auncient Cittie of 
Delphos, where Apollo deliuered his Oracles, fets 
downe as chronicled for truth, that fometyme 
there raigned as chief and gouernour of the Cittie 
one Ariamenes, a Prince, wife, as feated in a place 
where the meaneft inhabitaunt was able to difcourfe 
of wifedome : rich, as indewed with fuch and fo 
large pofleflions, that all his bordring neighbours 
were inferiour to him in wealth and reuenewes: 
and fortunate, for that he had three Sonnes : 
honourable, as difcended from fuch parentage : and 
vertuous, as fauouring of their fathers prudent 
education. Ariamenes bleft thus euery way with 
earthly fauours, feeing his gray heares were 
fommons vnto death, and that olde age the true 
limiter of tyme, prefented vnto him the figure of 
his mortalitiej that he was come from the Cradle 
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to the Crouch, and from the Crouch had one legge 
in the graue: knowing that the kingdome of 
Delphos was not a Monarchic that fell by inheri- 
taunce, but that he might as well appoynt his 
youngeft fonne fucceffor as his eldeft, being affected 
to them all alike : was perplexed with contrary 
paflions, to which of the three he mould bequeath 
fuch a Royall Legacie, fith by fuch an equall 
proportion Fortune had inriched them with fauours. 
Nature who is little partiall in fuch peculiare 
iudgements, was by the feuerall thoughts that 
troubled Ariamenes head, almoft fet at an non plus: 
infomuch that the olde King driuen into a Dylemma, 
fell into this confideration. 

That all his fonnes were married to women 
defcended from / honourable parents, and that fith 
his Sonnes were fo equall in their vertues, he was 
to meafure his affection by the conditions of their 
wiues: for he kriew that Kings in their gouern- 
ment proued oft fuch Iufticiaries as y good or 
ill difpofition of their wiues did afford: for the 
greateft Monarches haue bene fubiect to the 
plaufible perfwafions of women, and Princes 
thoughts are oft tied to the wings of beautie. 
The Emperour Commodus had neuer bene fo hated 
in Rome for his tyrannies, had he not bene pricked 
forward to fuch wickedneffe by his wife. Marcus 
Aurelius the true & perfect prefident of a Prince, 
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confefled, that hardly he could withstand the 
allurements of Fauftina. The enuie of a woman 
hangs in the brow of her hufband, and for the 
reuenge of an enemie me pafleth not for the lofle 
of a frend. Thefe things confidered, Ariamenes 
was thus refolued for himfelfe, to beftowe the 
kingdome on that fonne whofe wife was found to 
bee moft vertuous. Therefore after this deter- 
mined refolution hee prefentlydifpatched meflengers 
to his Sonnes in their feuerall Prouinces, that they 
particularly accompanied with their wiues, mould 
meete him at Delphos, with general commaund alfo 
that his Nobilitie mould make haftie repayre to 
that Cittie. The Kings commaund being put in 
execution, his Sonnes to fignifie their duetifull 
obedience, fped them to the Court : where being 
come before their father, Ariamenes after he had 
fit awhile in a mufe with himfelfe, fell into thefe 
fpeeches. \ 

Nature (Sonnes) the perfect miftrefle of affec-\ 
tions, tyeth the father to his children with fuch a 
ftrickt league, that loue admitteth no partialitie, 
nor fancie brooketh any difference, but a iuft 
proportion of good will is miniftred if the parties 
have equalitie in their vertues. Marcus Fortius 
Cato who was a father of many children, was wont 
to fay, that the loue of a father as it was Royall, 
fo it ought to be impartiall, neither declyning to 
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the one nor to y other, but as deedes doe merite. 
Elius Tubero who had fixteene children of his 
owne bodie, at his death made equall diftribution 
both of goods & lands alike to them all: and 
being demaunded why he did not giue his eldeft 
Sonne the greater portion, made this anfwer. And 
is not the youngeft alfo the Sonne / of Tubero? 
This I fpeake, for that age telling me that nature 
of force will clayme her due, and that many yeeres 
as Harbingers prouides me my long home, being 
father to you all, and equally affected, fith no 
difference of birth, but of vertues makes exception, 
willing to leaue one to fit in my feate that may 
gouerne the Monarchic and Kingdome of Delphos, 
and vnwilling to difplace any, if Lordfhip would 
brooke any fellowfhip: Perplexed thus with a 
cumbat betweene nature and neceffitie, I haue 
thus refolued to pleafe all, that feeing you are 
maried, and a vertuous wife is a great flay to a 
Prince, before the Nobles & Commons of Delphos 
here prefent, I ordaine that which of you can 
proue your wife to be raoft vertuous, y fame fhal 
fucceede in my Kingdome : therefore let me heare 
what euery one can fay for himfelf. 

Ariamenes ftrooke a great maze into his Sonnes 
mynds at this fpeech : yet for that obedience willed 
them to thinke their fathers cenfure inuiolable, 
with free confent they committed their haps to 
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him that is the beft beftower of vertues : and the 
eldeft began to fay for his wife in this maner. A 

Though right mightie Soueraine and father, your 
will hath abridged me of that which nature hath 
giuen me without exception : yet holding your 
command for a conftraynt, and your word for a 
lawe, knowing that the thoughts of Princes ought 
to bee peremptorie, I meane not to aime at the 
Crowne vnder the title of birthright, but by the 
president of my wiues vertues. Thus much ther- 
fore can I fay for my felf : that if the true felicitie . 
wherof Ariftotle talketh in his Ethickes, might be 
bouded or limited within the compafle of mariage, 
that (were the Perypatetion aliue) he would fet me 
downe as a perticuler inftance of his happinefle. 
For, to begin with the gifts of nature, the eye, the 
perfect Iudge of colours, is able to teftifie that fhe 
is moft beautifull, fo graced with exteriour fauours, 
as well in the proportion of he"r bodie, as in the 
perfect lyniaments of her face, that hard it were for 
enuie to denye her the fuperioritie. For the gifts 
of the mynd, indewed with fondrie good parts and 
moft excellent and rare vertues, fo that it is in 
queflion whether Nature or education hath mewed 
the greater cunning : wife, obedient, duetifull and 
chaft, / as fame is able (blowne in euery mans 
eare) to manifeft : for the gifts of fortune, de- 
fended of honourable parentage: rich, as the 
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Dowrie giue at the manage day can witnefle, and 
not barraine : fo that by allowing her the fucces- 
fion, your Highnefle is fure to be feene in your 
pofteritie as in a glafle. But as the eldeft was 
readie to goe forward in his demonftratiue kind of 
declayming, his wife feeling alreadie in conceipt 
what a fugred obiedt y fight of a Crowne were, 
burft foorth on the fodayn into thefe fpeeches. 

My hufband (may it pleafe your Highnefle) 
hath made a long infinuation intermedled with a 
friuolous diuifion of nature and Fortune, whereas 
the playnfong being true needeth not fuch a 
Muficall defcant : for fir, feeing the matter ftandeth 
vpon vertue, the Touchftone your Highnefle hath 
appoynted to try our titles : I referre my felf to 
thofe whom fame hath made to glorie in my wel- 
doings : and feeing the defire of a Crowne may 
prooue my hufbands plea partiall, I my felfe haue 
ftept in, referring my caufe to the generall report 
of the world, both for obedience and chaftitie, the 
two fpeciall ornaments that gardeth and preferueth 
a womans honour : I will not inueigh againft the 
vertuous difpofitions of my fifters, nth enuie in a 
woman is like a pibble ftone fet in the pureft gold. 
But thus much. 

And as fhe was readie to goe forward, grudging 
at this felfe cpnceipt, her fecond fitter taking the 
matter in fnuffe, and flaring too earneftlie at the 
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hope of a Crowne, forgat her felf and fel into 
• thefe chollericke paffions. 

Sifter, what needeth fo long a harueft to fo fmall 
a crop? dallie how you lift, Hercules fhoo will 
neuer ferue a childes foote: felfe loue is no vertue: 
they which wore the Garlands in Olympus were 
forbidden to be at the breaking downe of the 
Lawrell : and the foolifh conceipt Nyobe had in 
her felfe was her owne ouerthrowe. They which 
praife themfelues are like to the Peacock, that 
glorying in the beautie of her gliftring plumes, no 
fooner lookes at her feete but fhe lets downe her 
feathers. Ill befeemes it a Gretian Dame, efpecially 
of Delphos, to be Herault of her owne actions : but 
his Maieftie may thinke the playntife hath fmall 
friends, when he himfelfe is fayne to play the 
Aduo / cate. To auoyde which fuppofition, you 
referre his Highnefle to the generall fame of the 
Countrey, that aboue the reft you exceede in 
obedience and chaftitie : Take heede, Sifter, fame 
hath two facesj and in that refembleth tyme, readie 
as well to backbyte as to flatter : therefore they 
which build their vertue vppon report, doe alledge 
but a bad proofe. But leauing your reafons to his 
Highnefle confederation, thus for my felfe. I fet 
not my good name at fo fmall a price, as to 
hazard it vpon the chaunce of the tongue, that of 
all other members is moft vncertayne : although I 
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am fure my bordring neighbours fo efteeme of my 
doings, as they take my vertues for a prefident of 
their actions : but I hope your HighnefTe doth 
confider y fuch tree, fuch fruit, that the liuely 
pourtraiture of the parents is as in a Chriftall 
manifefted in the children : that nature is the beft 
touchftone of life : that education and nurture are 
as good as the Chrifocoll to difcerne Minerals : fo 
they of maners. Then right mightie Prince, I 
firft for proofe of my vertuous difpofition lay 
downe the honorable and happie life of my Parents, 
fo well ordred, that fame and enuie blufheth to 
ftayne them with any fpot of infamie : what care 
they had to bring me vp in my youth, with what 
inftruclions they pafled ouer my tender yeeres, I 
referre to your Maieftie, as by willing your fecond 
Sonne to match in fo meane a famelie : fince the 
rites of manage were celebrated my hufbands 
depofition fhall manifeft. The eldeft Sifter hear- 
ing how cunningly and yet crookedly this pretie 
Oratrefle aimed at y matter, could not fuffer to 
heare fo long a tale without replye, and therefore 
went thus roundly to the purpofe. 

Sifter, ill might Phillis haue blamed Dydo for 
her folly fith fhe her felfe intertayned ftragling 
Demophon Jor a friend : The Cynicks that in- 
ueighed againft other mens faults were feldome 
culpable in the fame cryme : they which will haue 
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their cenfures peremptorie, muft not build their 
reafons on vncertaine principles : therefore wipe 
your nofe on your owne fleeue, and if you fpy 
where my ftiooe wrings me, looke to the length of 
your own laft : for in obiecting felfeloue to me, 
you fall afleepe in the fweete conceipt of your 
owne praife : which in deede wifely you frame, to/ 
hazard on the chaunce of fame, fith your deferts 
are fo fmal as report is blind on that fide which 
lookes to your vertues :/the force of your reafons 
drawed from the authontie of propogation, alledg- 
ing nature and nurture for proofes of your vertues, 
are too light to couterpaife with a Crowne : for we 
oft fee that Natures only error is found in the 
diflimilitude of linage : lb that the tree bringing 
foorth fayre bloflbmes, yet the blomes may either 
bee nipped in the bud with vntimely weather, or 
hindred with Caterpillers, that it neuer proue 
good and perfect fruite. The Cedar tree is fayre 
of it felfe, but the fruite either none or very bad : 
Tis no opinion to fay a good father a good child, 
in that tyme oft maketh an alteration of Nature. 
But your hufband was commanded to haue pleaded 
your intereft : marie, I feare his confcience tels 
him the Crowne hangs too hye for his reach, fith 
he muft be fayne to attayne to it by your 
vertues. 

The youngeft Sifter hearing how vnreuerently 
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they brabled before the King, began to blufh: 
which Ariamenes efpying, noting in her face the 
very purtraiture of vertue, demaunded of her why 
hearing her Sifters fo hard by the eares for a 
Crowne, fhe fayd nothing : her anfwere was thus 
briefe and pithie. He that gaineth a Crowne 
getteth care : is it not follie then to hunt after lofle. 
The King looking for a longer difcourfe, and feeing 
contrarie to his expectation that fhe was onely 
fhort and fweete, profecuted ftill in queftipning, 
and demaunded what vertues me had that might 
deferue fo royal a benefite ? This (quoth fhe) that 
whe others talke, yet being a woman I can hold 
my peace. Ariamenes and all the Nobilitie of 
Delphos wondred at the modeftie of the young 
Ladie, that contrary to her naturall difpofition 
could fo well bridle her affections : Therefore 
debating the matter betwixt them which of the 
three were moft vertuous : although they found 
by proofe that the other Ladies were both obe- 
dient and chaft : yet for that they wanted filence, 
which (fayd Ariamenes) comprehended in it all 
other vertues, they mift of the cufhion, and the 
King created his youngeft Sonne heire apparant to 
the Kingdome. 

JDEnelope hauing ended her tale, the old Nurfe 
greatly commended the difcourfe, and becaufe 
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(he would be pleafant at the parting blowe, know- 
ing that Ifmena was a quick wench of her tongue, 
told her that this tale was a good prefident for 
her to direc~h her courfe, feeing filence was fo 
profitable. Tufh (quoth I/mend) feare not you 
Madame: for when I haue fuch a proffer as a 
Crowne, I will gaze fo faft at that, that I will 
forget my prattle : but in faith my lippes are too 
courfe for fuch Lettice, and fo hye hangs the 
Grapes that the Foxe will eate none. Well 
Madame I knowe your meaning, but for all the 
cracke, my penie may be good filuer, fith filence 
is a vertue amongft women: but yet I fee no 
reafon of neceflitie, feeing nature hath bene fo 
niggardly in that fauour. It may feeme (quoth 
the Nurfe) that fhe hath bene rather too prodi- 
gall, for thy tongue wants no mettall. As thus 
they were about to part with thefe merrie quips, 
a meffenger came haftely rufhing in, who tolde 
Penelope that Vliffes was arryued that night within 
the port of Ithaca : This word fo amazed them all 
with fodaine ioye, that leauing the endlefle Web, 
Penelope called for her Sonne, and that night fent 
him poll to the Sea : where what newes he heard 
of his father I knowe not. But thus abruptly 
this night was the difcourfe broken of: but for 
that fell out after his home comming, I referre you 
to the Paraphrafe, which fhordy fhalbe fet out 
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vppon Homers Odiffea: till when let vs leaue 
Penelope attending the returne either of her 
hufband, her fonne, or of both. 



FINIS. 
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NOTE. 

Our text of the ' Spanish Mafqverado ' is from the Huth Library. On 
this noticeable book on ' The Armada ' see annotated Life ; also Notes 
and Illustrations there from similar contemporary tractates, etc. — G. 



The Spanifh Mafqverado. 

Wherin vnder a 
pleafant deuife, is difcouered 

effectuallie, in certaine breefe Sentences and 

Mottos, the pride and infolencie of the 

Spanifh eftate : with the difgrace 

concerned by their loffe, and 

the difmaied confufion 

of their' troubled 

thoughtes. 

Wherevnto by the Author, for the better vnder- 
ftanding of his deuice, is added a breefe glofle. 

By ROBERT GREENE, in Artibus Magifter. 

tEtoelbe article* of t%e ftate «f Spaine. 

The Cardinals follicite all. 

The King grannies all. 

The Nobles confirme all. 

The Pope determines all. 

The Cleargie difpo/eth all. 

The Duke of Medina hopes for all. 

Alonfo receiues all. 

The Indians minifter all. 

The Souldiours eat all. 

The People paie all. 

The Monies and Friers confume all. 

And the deuill at length viil cary away all 

% Printed at London by Roger Ward, for 
Thomas Cadman. 1589. 




TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFVL, M. 

Hugh Ofley, Sheriffe of the Citie of London. 

Robert Greene wijheth increafe of wor- 

Jhip and vertue. 

[VCH pictures (Right Worfliipfull) as 
were prefented to Alexander the great, 
had Arte to pleafe the eie, and conceit 
to pleafe the wit : Such as writ to Iulius dejar 
difcourfes of Warres : Thofe that dedicated ought 
to 'Traian, of Peace and to Seuerus of Iuftice : 
aiming the efFectes of their ftudies to the afFecles 
of thofe worthye men whome they refolued to 
honour with the Patronage of their laboures : 
The consideration of thefe premifes (Right Wor- 
fhipfull; embouldened me to make choife of your 
worfhip as a Maecenas, fitteft for a worke of fuch 
graue import, perfwaded therunto by the report of 
a friend, whofe opinion I craued, for the choice of 
a Patrone : and made the more refolute by the 
generall Cenfure that Fame fets downe, imblafoning 
your vertuous difpofition, in the care of the common 
weale, and fauour to good letters : Incouraged by 
thefe caufes, I prefent vnto your worfhip the 
Mafquerado of Spaine, a deuife conteining the 
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difcouerie of the Spanifh infolent pride alaied 
with a deepe difgrace, and their prefumptuous 
braues pulled downe with the refolution of Englifh 
fouldiours : which worke, if your worfhip receiue 
as gratefully, as I prefent it hartelie, I haue the 
defired ende of my labour : In which hope refting, 
I commit you to the Almightie, 

Your Worfhip to command 

Robert Greene. J 



Sonnet. 

Le doux Babil de ma lire d!iuoire 
Serra ton front d'un laurier verdifant : 
Dont a bon droit ie te voy iouijfant, 
(Mon doux ami) eternifant ta gloire. 
'Ton nom (mon Greene) anime par mes vers 
Abaiffe Yceil de gens Jeditieux, 
Tu de morteles com-pagnon de Dieux : 
N'eft ce point grand loyer dans I'uniuers ? 

Ignoti nulla cupido, / 
Thomas Lodge. 




IT To the Gentlemen Readers. 

*etherto Gentlemen I haue writte of loues, 
and I haue found you fauorable, at the 
the leafb fmiling at my labours, with a 
plaufible filence : now leaft I might be thought 
to tie my felfe wholly to amorous conceites, I haue 
aduentured to difcouer my confcience in Religion. 
If I write barely in this Theological Phrafe, as in 
al others, fo I craue your fauorable patience, 
which if you grante, I haue my defire, and promife 
recompenfe in what I may : euer, and euery way to 
reft yours. 

Robert Greene. 
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The Spanish Masqverado with the Mottos. 

i . Firft the Pope hairing put off his triple Crowne, ' 
and his Pontificalibus, fitting malecontented, 
fcratching of his head, throwing away his 
keies and his fword, in great choller faith 
thus. 

Neque Petrus, neq\u\e Paulus, quid igitur 
reftat. 

i. Phillip King of Spaine, attired like an Hermit, 
riding towardes the Church on his Mule, 
attended on onely with certaine his flaues 
that are Moores, faith thus. 

Iubet Ecclefia, diffentire non audeo. 

2- The Cardinals of Rome, feeing that the Pope 
was malecontented for the bad fuccefle of 
the Spaniih Fleet, appareled like Mourners, 
go folemnly finging De profundis, from 
Caftel Angela to S. Peters Church : to them 
is faid. 

Lugete quia cecidit Meretrix. 
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4. The Cleargie of Spaine, mounted richly on 

their Iennets, ride vp and downe confulting, 
and at their wits end, fuming and fretting 
that their counfels had no better fuccefTe : to 
them is faid. 

Achithophelis conjilium, Achithophelis la- 
queum. 

5. The reft of the rafcall Rable of the Romifh 

Church, as Monkes, Friers, and dirging 
Prieftes, ftorming at thefe newes, fitting 
banquetting with the fair Nunnes, hauing 
ftore of daintie Cates and wines before 
them, ftall-fed with eafe, and gluttony, grone 
out of their fat panches this paflion. 

Quanta patimur pro amore Chrijii. 

6. The Nobilitie of Spaine, grieued at the dis- 

honour of their fhameful returne : after great 
confultation, vow generall Pilgrimage to 
S. James of Compoftella, in hope of his aide 
for reuenge : to them is faid. 

Si Petrus dormit Papa, num Iacobus vigi- 
labit vobis? 

7. The / Duke of Medina, Captaine general of 

the Armie and Spanifh forces, rydeth on a 
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Iennet, with one foote out of the Stirrop, his 
cappe pulde ouer his eies, and his pointes 
vntruft : to him is faid. 

Pillula Britanica in dijfenteriam te conie- 
cerunt. 

8. Don Mar tines de Ricaldo, chiefe Admirall of 

the Fleete, ftanding in the Hauen, and feeing 
his tattered Shippes, confidering what goodly 
Veffels were taken and drowned, and what 
ftore of men and munition they had loft, 
leaning his backe againft a broken ancker, 
and making of his head : faith thus. 

O Neptune, quant as epulas vna cosna 
deuorafii ? 

9. Hon Pedro de Valdes, Generall of the Armie of 

Andelofia, now Prifoner in England, greeu- 
ing at his fortune, fitteth fad, and leaning 
his head on his hand, with a great figh 
faith. 

Heu quanta defpe decidi. 

10. The Princes, noble men, and other men of 
name that of their free will offered them- 
felues aduenturers in this Spanifh attempte : 
fruftrate of their intent, walke at home 
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muffled in their cloakes, as men difgraced, 
and fay one to another in great paffion. 

Temeritatis noftra cum Briareo pcenas 
luimus. 

1 1 . The Vicegerentes of his Indies, hauing loft by 
Sea and land, much of their Kinges treafure : 
fitting as difcontented men on the hatches of 
their fhips, to them is faid. 

Sic vos npn vobis mellificatis Apes. 

1 1. The common Souldiours, haled forward, rather 
by commaund then courage, fearing at the 
firft to attempt fo dangerous an exploit, and 
grieued at the laft with their hard misfortune, 
halfe mutinous, murmure this. 

£>uicquid delirant Reges, plecluntur Achiui. / 




THE SPANISH MASQUERADO. 

1T The Pope hauing put off his triple Crowne, and his 
Pontificalibus, fitting male-contented, Jcratching 
of his head, throwing away his keyes and his 
Sworde, in great choller Jaieth thus. 

Neque Petrus, neque Paulus, quid igitur reftat. 

Glossa. 
Eading the Annales or Recordes 
making mention of Antechrifte, 
who being the worft amongfl; 
men extolleth himfelfe aboue God, 
calling himfelf his Vicar, and yet 
making his Patron by tranfubftantiation : Peters 
fucceflbr as hee faineth, and yet his enemy in faith : 
wee mail finde that fince finceritie in Religion, and 
humilitie, were put to exile, and mens traditions 
and pride erected as pillers of the church, that 
from Feeders of the flocke, they haue refufed to 
enter by the doore, and haue prooued rauening 
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Wolues, and fubverters of Chrift and his doclrine. 
Their great pompe vnfitting for the humble puritie 
of Chriftes Difciples : their extreame couetoufneffe, 
felling the giftes of the holy Ghoft for money : 
their open Simony : their fecrete iugling in dis- 
penfation for finnes : their Whordomes, and their 
Sodomie, their palpable and grofle herifies main- 
tained, not with Peters dodtrine, but with Paules 
fworde: with rigours, not with reafon: prooues 
that fince Peters time, Peters feat hath pleaded, 
Sede vacante, and that thefe fhauelings are not his 
fucceflbrs, but approoued by their Hues and doctrine, 
to be profefled Antechriftes. Peter was humble 
and {pent his time in praier and preaching, thefe 
are proude and meddle with ftates, Empires, king- 
domes and Monarchies, pulling down one and 
creating another, hauing Emperours kneeling at 
his feete, and cafting off their crowns with his toe, 
treading on their backes, and blafphemoufly apply- 
ing the text to himfelfe, Calcabo fuper Afpidem, &* 
Leonem. Thefe prefumptuous thoughtes were not 
founde in Peter, who imitating his Maifter Chrift, 
walked abroad to feede his Flocke : this (the Pope 
I meane) following the afpyring attempt of Lucifer, 
is carried on mens moulders, and yet in his hereti- 
call Bulles to blinde the People, hee calleth himfelfe 
Servus Seruorum : guarded not as Peter was, with 
the faythfull of I/rael, but either with his ftout 
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Cardinalles, Copesmates of Caiphas Crue, or with 
fome deteftable Courtizans, the beft imblazers of 
his profemon. Long did this Monfter mafke in a 
Sheepes fkin, partlye couered by his owne pollicies, 
and pardye by the fauour of Princes : but at laft 
breaking out into his owne proper fhape, his name 
and nature was difcouered, fo that his Pardons, his 
Bulles, his Excommunications, his Curfes, nor fuch 
Paltries could preuaile, but he was manifeftlye laide 
open for Antechrift to the world. So that his 
verye Countrymen Italians, nurfed vp vnder his 
nofe, feeing his deteftable life, his great profeflion, 
and little performance, his hereticall pompe vfurped 
in his Papacie, could not but in confcience, in their 
bookes, pen downe his fundry abufes and great 
abfurdities, as Pafquin, Mantuan, Iohn Boccace, 
Petrarch, and lately Ludouico Ariofto, who in one 
of his Canfons defcribes him for a monfter thus. 

Ariofto / 

Quiui vna Bejtia vfcir de la Forefta, 

Parea di crudell vifta, odiofa & bella 

C'hauea I'orecchie d' Afino, e la tefta 

Di lupo, ei denti, fc? per gran fame afciuta 

Branchi hauea di Leon, V altro chi rejla 

'Tutta era volpe, £s? parea Jcorrer tutta. 

Et Francia, & Italia, e Spagna &f Inghilterra, 

L' Europa el' Afia alfin tutta la terra. 
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Here the Poet defcribeth the Monfter, this 
Antechrift the Pope, to be in forme like a beaft, 
his eares Jike thofe of an Affe, the head of a Wolfe, 
leane and il fauoured as infatiate of his pray, the 
clawes of a Lion, and what refteth refembled a 
Foxe. This monfter faith he, had ouercome al 
France, Italy, Spaine, England, Europe, Afia, nay the 
whole world, triumphing in the pompe of his 
iniquitye, till his date being expired, & the terme 
of his raign ended, diuerfe princes hating to brooke 
the imperious rauening of fuch a reafonleffe 
monfter, fought to hunt him out off the Forreft, 
and therefore fent diuers good and expert Blood- 
houndes to rowfe him from his Denne, as was 
John Hujfe, Ierome of Prage, CEcolampadius , and 
Zwinglius. After, Luther and the Duke of 
Saxony, who for the defence of the trueth main- 
teined wars, againft the Church of Rome. The 
Hunts-men that purfued this Monfter in chafe, 
was firft Francis, the firft of that name, king of 
France, who was fo whot, that he thruft his fword 
to the hikes in the ribbes of this beafte : Next him 
Maximilian of Auftria : Third, Charles the fift 
Emperour, who with his fpeare paffing eager, 
peirced y throat of this monfter : but he that with 
his bore-fpeare ftabd him in the breaft, & gaue 
the deep & mortal wound, was Henrie the eight 
king of England, who feeing the abhominatio of 
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that proud Antechrift, by his lawles difpenfations 
for coin, & the abufe his fhauelings vfed in England, 
their mafling & mafking, their / gluttony and 
lecherie, the falfnefle of Religion : laftly, the 
extream abufe of their profeflion, flying to the 
text, whatfoeuer my father hath not planted, fhall 
be rooted vp by the rootes, hee fupprefled their 
Abbeyes, pulled down their fumptuous buildings, 
& fcarce left one ftone vpon an other: fubuerted 
their eftate, chaged their religio, for blind Papiftry 
gaue vs the light of the Gofpell. This his own 
Countriman Ariofto repeateth in the fame Can/on in 
an other Stanza thus. 

Ariofto. 

La Chaneafui elza nella pancia, 
La Spada immerfa a la maligna fera, 
Francefco primo hanea Scritto di Francia, 
Maffimo homo d' Aufiria, a par Jeco era, 
E Carlo Quinto Imperator di Francia, 
Hanea pafiata ill monftro alia Gorgiera, 
Et Valtro chi di fir ale gli fige il petto, 
Lottauo Henrigo d' In\g\hil-terra e detto. 

This Monfter, wounded thus by fo worthy a 
woodman, who knew how to ftrike his game with 
aduatage, feeling the wound incurable, yet fome- 
what falued and but nowe rubbed a frefh, by our 
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mightie and famous princefle Elizabeth, daughter to 
that renowned Henry, who with her father rightly 
taking vpo her the Ecclefiaftical fupremacy, hath 
vtterly raced & aboliftied al his trafh and traditions, 
as abfurdities & herefies, out of her Churches of 
England and Ireland: hating the Pope as Ante- 
chrift, and the Church of Rome as that whore of 
Babilon, figured out in the Reuelation : This caufe 
maketh this Monfter to ftir fo, that to reuenge he 
bent all his pollicies, fuborning diuerfe falfe Traitors 
to attempt her death, perfwaded thereunto by falfe 
Jefuits and Seminaries fent by him into thefe our 
partes: which the Lord difcouering, hath geuen 
them their hyre, and mightely preferued his 
annointed : feeing thefe pettie pra&ifes could not 
preuaile, nor / his Bull would not carrie any credite, 
he flieth to incenfe princes to bende their forces 
againft this our little Hand, which defended by 
God, and gouerned by fo vertuous a PrinceiTe as 
God hath chofen after his owne heart, ftandeth and 
withftandeth their forces, without aide of fpeare or 
horfe, hauing the wind and fea Captains fent from 
aboue to quell the pride of fuch hereticall enemies 
of the Gofpell, fo that the Pope feeing his purpofed 
intent could not fpeede : as in a doubtful anguifh 
of mind fell into this bitter paflion. 

Neque Petrus neque Paulus, quid igitur reftat. 
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H Phillip king of Spaine, attired like an Hermite 
rydeth towordes the Church on a Mule, only 
attended on with certaine his Slaues that are 
Moores, and faith thus. 

Iubet Ecclejia, diffentire non audeo. 

Glossa. 
Phillip of Spaine noufled from his infancie in 
the darke and obfcure dungeon of Papiftry, led as 
one blinded with the vale of ignorance, by this 
proud Antechrift, drunke with the dregges of that 
poyfon which the whore powreth out to the Kinges 
of the earth, pleafaunt in taft, but more bitter then 
worme-wood in the mawe : offered by the flatter- 
ing Strumpet, ryding on the Beaft with the feauen 
heades, drunke (I fay) with her impoifoned cup, 
he fleepeth fecurely in y Popes lap, till the Viols 
of Gods wrath poured downe, his confcience new 
feared with a whot iron, then feeles the fting of 
fin, as a plague following all fuch as haue receiued 
the marke of that inceftious Strumpet. Phillip 
therfore taking the Pope for Peters fucceflbr, 
fufFereth himfelfe to bee led and ruled by / this 
man of Sin, holding his preceptes for Oracles, and 
that who fitteth in that feat, how bad fo euer of 
life, yet he cannot erre: that what Cannons or 
Decretals he fetteth downe, are as true, and as 
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firmlye to bee beleeued, and obferued, as the 
Gofpell penned by the holy Euangeliftes who were 
infpired and directed by the Holye Ghoft : whereas 
notwithftanding wee fee by manifeft and dailye 
inftances, that euerye Pope abolifheth anothers 
Cannons and Decretals, as falfe and erronious : yet 
Phillip is fo blinded, as he hath not an infight 
into this their iugling, for that hee is taught by 
theyr Doctrine that the Churche of Rome is the 
fupreame Church, and that there is no Churche, 
which is not a perfect member of the fame : thefe, 
making the" Church materiall, and tying it to a 
locall and particular Seat : Soothing himfelfe vppe 
in thefe Herefies, hee fo feareth the frowne of the 
Pope and his Cardinalles, doubting to bee excom- 
municated with fome paltrye Bull, that what they 
demaunde hee graunteth, afwell in matters of 
temporall eftate, as in Ecclefiafticall rightes and 
Ceremonies : that if the Cleargie concludeth Peace, 
Phillip confirmeth it: if the Cleargie doe pro- 
clame Warres, hee fendes foorth ftraight a prefle 
for Souldiours: fo that beeing a mightie Prince 
of Inheritance and Reuenues, yet hee ruleth by 
the Cleargie and Nobilitie, efpecially them of the 
Spirituall fecte : that ryding quiedie with a fewe 
Moores to heare Mafle, hee fhaketh off all cares, 
leauing the glory of his Kingdome in the power of 
his Cleargie, who beeing enemies to the trueth, 
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feeke by all meanes poffible to fubuert the truth : 
wel, perfwaded by the Pope, and them of the 
Ecclefiafticall forte, hee prouideth a great Armado, 
his Shippes huge and monftrous, his men the 
chofen Caualiers of Spaine, Portugal!, Italie, and 
other Prouinces. For munition, it is much and 
marueilous, that the premifes confidered, they 
feeme to threaten ruine to the greateft / Monarchie 
of the whole worlde, and yet theyre Forces bended 
againft a little Ilande, a handfull in refpecte of 
other Kingdomes: But fee as the Lacedemonians 
fewe in number fubuerted Xerxes, and his Nauie 
which for multitude of Veffelles couered the 
Ocean: Iofliua with a handfull ftrooke the Cana- 
nites : So God hearing their great braues againft 
him and his people, did put a hooke into their 
noftrilles, and a Bridle into their Jawes, and brought 
them backe the fame way they came, not fuffering 
them to enter into the lande, nor to come againft 
it with a fhielde, nor to caft a bank about it, but 
fcattered them as duft before the wind: and no 
doubt if we enter into the deepe consideration of 
the Spanifh attempt, wee fhall finde it fent into 
thefe partes by the Lorde for fpeciall caufes. Firft 
to fhew vs howe for our finnes hee can bring the 
very enemies of his trueth, as Ministers of his 
wrath, to punifh offenders, as oft hee did againft 
the Ifraelites: when they tranfgrefTed his Statutes 
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and Lawes, negle&ed the preaching of the Pro- 
phets, and contemned the worde, then he brought 
in the Edomites, the Affirians, the Egiptians, and 
other nations, which caried them away Captiue. 
Second, feeing how fecure we flept, carelefle, 
repofing our felues in that our owne ftrength, for 
that wee were hedged in with the fea, and had a 
long and peaceable time of quiet : made floathfull 
by thefe his fauoures, his Maieftie brought in thefe 
Spaniardes to waken vs out off our dreams, to 
teach the braue men of this, realm, that after peace 
comes warres, that in the greateft quiet wee fhoulde 
applye our felues to martiall indeuors, and know 
how to handle the Sword and Ipeare : not onely 
in a floothfull fecuritie, to fay the Lord is our 
defence, but to vfe the ordinary meanes he hath 
appointed, and then to inuocate vpon him, and 
bending our fwordes, fay in fayth, the Lorde is on 
our fide, who can be againft vs : for / the Ifraelites 
neuer fubdued the Cananites, but the Lord did put 
weapons in their handes to execute the end of his 
victories. The third, he fent them as fommons 
and Ambafladors to incourage vs to attempt the 
like : for when the Sarafens in the time of Charles 
the greate, had inuaded Germanie, and the frontes 
of France, the newes hereof brought to the 
Emperour, he prefently faide, how doth the Lorde 
fauorablye accufe vs of floth and carelefnefle of 
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increafing his religion by thofe Pagans, when they 
for their Mahomet and the aduancement of his 
blafphemies, hazarde their liues to fupprefle the 
contrary. And I feeme to fit at home : and dare 
not for the Lord of Hoftes caufe, enter armes 
againft the Infidels: fo that awakened with this, 
Charles not onely withftood them in his owne land, 
but hauing geuen them the repulfe, fpent many 
yeares in fetting foorth the glory of God by the 
fword, among the mifcreants : So. no doubt thefe 
Spaniardes, the Souldiours of Antechrift, are fent 
to tell our Nobles, Captaines and martiall men of 
this land, that they fleepe fecure, that the Bees hiue 
in the Helmets, that their pampered horfes ferue 
for foot-clothes, not for the fielde : that wee naffer 
the enemies of the trueth too much to offer vs the 
braue : Thefe caufes no doubt mooued the Lord 
to fend them, and yet to fubuert them: to fhew 
them he fauoureth his people, and vfeth reuenge 
againft the defpifers of his Goipell : therefor are 
fuch men greatly to be commended, that for the 
benefite of they're Countrey, feare not to hazard 
their liues, efpecially if it were with the aduance- 
ment of the glory of God. If then the mightie 
men which Salomon fent to fetch golde from his 
friendes to Ierufalem, were highly extolled : If 
the Portugals cronicled them which firft fought 
by nauigation to finde out ftrange landes, returning 

17 
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with no profite but the difcouery of Countries, how 
then hath this Hand caufe to eternife with their 
pennes the worthye deedes of Sir Francis Drake, 
who paffing malgrado of the Spaniard, / hard by 
his doore, nay fetting foote into his land, and 
hauing praies, went with a few fmall Barkes and 
Pynafles into his Indies, and fetcht from them gold 
and treafure for the inriching of his prince and 
country, and returning backe in triumph, feared 
not what the Spaniard with all his great Veflels 
dard attempt : in fo much that the report of his 
valour, both by fea as he paft and by land when 
he arriued in India, beeing bruted in Spaine: his 
verye name is as great a terrour to the Spaniards, 
as Scipio to the Numidians. When Sir Martim 
Frobujher, a man of greate trauell and experience 
in nauigation : and laft M. Candifh, who fo lately 
ventured with the fartheft, fhewing great courage 
and fortune, in bringing home from farre fo rich 
treafure: Thus wee may fee that the Lord is 
on our fide, that bringeth vs home fafe, with a 
few little PinafTes from the verye iawes of our 
enemies, when the Spaniards could not returne, 
hauing fo ftrong an Armado furnifhed for battell. 
Thefe confiderations no doubt maketh Phillip to 
let his Cleargie fweat in thefe friulous attemptes, 
while he himfelfe quietly may for excufe fay, 
Iubet Ecclefia, dijfentire non audeo. 
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1F The Cardinals of Rome, feeing that the Pope was 
male-contented, for the badfucceffe of the Spanifh 
Fleete, apparelled like Mourners goe folemnly 
finging De profundis, from Caftel Angelo to S. 
Peters Church : to them is J aid. 

Lugete quia cecidit Meretrix. 

This broode of Antechrift, whome Francis 
Petrarch and Iohn Boccace calleth Injipidum Sal 
terra, the Cardinals I meane, no fooner haue any 
thing to contrary their mindes, but with the 
Pharifies they annoint themfelues, and caufing 
trumpets to be blowne before them, flie / to their 
Dyrges & Trentals : as Caufa fine qua non, their 
misfortunes may not be redrefTed. But feeing they 
oppofe themfelues to Chrift and his religion, their 
lyf labour is turned vnto fin, and cry they Domine, 
Domine, neuer fo loud, yet their fayned exclama- 
tions in vain, are only breathed into the ayre : But 
leauing their religion as palpably heretical to al 
true Christians, let vs in a word or two looke into 
their Hues, wherein as in a Chriftall Mirrour, wee 
fhall fee figured and pourtraied the Anatomie of 
the feauen deadly Sinnes. For Pride both in their 
heartes, puffed vppe with afpiring thoughtes, and in 
their Apparell, fet out with ineftimable brauerie, 
the meaneft Scholler or the leaft Traueyler, eyther 
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by reading or experience may manifeft : For who 
meeteth a Cardinall mounted, firft marking the 
trappings and furniture of his horfe richly ftudded, 
his foot-clooth of veluet fringed with golde, his 
braue attyre couered with his Scarlet Robe, and 
his fumptuous traine following him, fhall thincke 
that hee meeteth, not one of Peters Difciples, but 
fome greate Potentate, or Monarch of the worlde : 
rather refembling Alexander in his effeminate 
Perfian robes, when hee furnamed himfelfe the fonne 
of Ammon, then a Chriftian, a Piller of the Church, 
that fhoulde in the humblenefle of his life, giue 
light vnto the People. Their Sodomie, as they 
kepe not very fecrete, for they in their Pallaces, 
imitating the heathen God IVPITER, gette them 
Ganimedes, which ftantes a poculis, ferue for Pages: 
yet they as much as they can obfcure, but their 
Lechery they feare not to make manifeft, as beeing 
Fathers of manye Baftardes, and Paramours of 
fundrye Courtizans, to whome in their Carnouale, 
they goe in Mafkes, and fo openly court with 
fimdry deuelifh deuifes. Their flooth is feene in 
the fecuritie of their Hues : for apply they them- 
felues neuer fo ftrictly to ftudye, while they are of 
meane degree, yet after they attain the calling of / 
a Cardinal, they anfwer with their maifter the Pope, 
that with Peter they haue caft the Net and 
laboured all night, and now catcht the fifh, not the 
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foules of men, but fome great dignitie and prefer- 
ment : which gotten, they fay to their foules, Hue 
at eafe. 

Their gluttony is feene in their fumptuous 
banquets, which exceede in fuch riotous aboundace : 
to paper them-felues, not to feed the poore, that 
the Monfters of Rome, their predecefTors in belly 
cheere, Heliogabolous, Commodus, Iulianus, & Lucellus 
Emperors and Senators, neuer furpafled in this 
vice thefe peeuifh lhauelings : Enuie is feene, in 
their frowning at the fortunate fuccefTe of their 
verye friendys : for when any amongft them is 
preferred to the Papacie, then the reft incenfed 
with enuie, fall to treafons, conspiracies, priuy 
murders, and poifonings: that fome Popes haue 
fcarcely liued 2 daies, nay fome one day : before 
they haue bene made away by the Cardinals, who 
through enuye feeke to eftablifh the Papall feat 
with blood, as did pope Alexander and diuers 
others : fo that oftimes it may be faid of their 
Pope, as Tully faid of the Confull that liued but 
one day : 

VigilantiJJimum habuimus Papam, qui toto Juo 
Papa-tufomnum vix vidit. 

Their wrath and furie, let the Chronicles of the 
ftate of Italie, as of Venecia, Florence, Vrbie, Naples, 
Geneua, & the reft, difcouer: in which places, 
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hauing bene appointed as Legats, they haue dis- 
plaied the Trophees of their wrath, as vpo the houfe 
of the Medices in Florence after y death of olde 
Co/mo, againft: Peter Ludouike and Lorenzo, their 
intent to murther thefe braue Gentlemen, fo to 
fatisfie their extreame wrath and fury. 

Their Couetoufneffe Italic cries out on, as bur- 
thened with their tafkes, extortions, and impofitions, 
for Buls, Pardons and difpenfations : nay England 
it felfe may be produced as a witneffe, who a long 
while payd to Rome many extraordinary dueties. 
Poole & Wooljey are late / inftances, what infatiate 
couetoufnes is harboured vnder the pretended 
fhewe of their religion : thefe fhauelinges fleeping 
thus in their wickedneffe, attending vpon that rich 
whore of Babilon, who profefleth himfelfe Patronefle 
of their practizes, mourne leafl: our abolilhing of 
their abhominations in England, mould incenfe the 
reft of Europe by our examples, to make off their 
heauy yoke of ignorance, and to imbrace the light 
of the Gofpell, and therefore rightly to them is 
faid, 

Lugete, quia cecidit Meretrix. 
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IT I'he Cleargie of Spaine mounted richly on their 
Iennets, ride vp and downe consulting, and at 
their wits end, fuming and fretting that their 
counfels had no better fuccejfe : to them isfaid. 

Ahithophelis conjilium, Ahithop\K\elis laqueum. 

Gloffa. 
Hillip being olde, holding in the one 
hand a fword, in the other a crootch, as 
ready to ftep fro his Scepter to the Graue, 
hath his minde troubled with contrarye paffions, 
fo that he may fay with Don Pedro, Spiratus eft 
ab inquietudine coactus. Deuout he is, although 
it confifteth in ignorance, ambitious, defiring ftill 
to inlarge his pofleffions and kingdomes : and 
couetous, as neuer fatisfied with al his territories 
and treafures : yet age lomwhat cooleth thefe 
defires, and cafteth water in the flame, but his 
Cleargie make fupply by their perfwafions, in what 
his yeares doe faile in defect : for they forie that 
litle England ftiould fupprefle their graund Patro- 
neffe, that proud Whore of Babilon / or oppofe it 
felfe againft Antechrift the Pope, thinking that if 
either thefe failde, or the light of the gofpel did 
flourifli, that Princes and Nations hauing a deep 
infight into their iuglings, their religion fhould 
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faile : they incenfe poore Phillip to fet himfelfe 
Ex diametro againft the trueth, and to indeuour in 
what he may, to fubuert the eftate of true Chrifti- 
anitie, ayming efpecially at our moft gratious' 
Soueraign Ladle Elizabeth, as the chiefe Defen- 
dreffe and Patroneffe in all Europe, of the puritye 
of the Gofpell : giuing counfell with Achithophell 
againft Dauid, agaynft the Lordes annointed,- but 
hee turning their worldlye wifdome into foolifhnes, 
ouerthroweth their pollicie and practizes, veryfieing 
vpon their heades the prouerb. 

Malum conjilium Confultori peffimum. 

Thefe fhaulinges, this prefumptuous broode of 
Antechrift, puffed vp not onely with this blind 
zeale, but with the fpirit of pride, which filleth 
them with afpiring ambition, in fo much that 
they imitating their father the Pope, feeke not to 
content themfelues with ecclefiafticall power, but 
to entermeddle with kingdomes and ftates, fo that 
they feare not to bridle the affections of Phillip, as 
farre as they lift to limit, burning his Sonne at 
their pleafure, and letting him blood to abate his 
courage, almoft to the perill of his life. Judge 
gende reader, if this becommeth a Subiecl, an 
inferiour, nay a Cleargy man, who fhoulde be 
humble, and giue thofe duties to C<ejar, that 
belong to defar, and thofe honors to God, that 
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beelong to God : But the Deuill working their 
confufion by their own imaginations, hardneth 
their heartes with Pharao, and maketh them fhame- 
leffe with Achitophell, to giue wicked counfel 
againft the trueth : but as Pharao was drowned in 
the ranckour of his thoughts, and Achitophell feeing 
the Lorde had ouerthrowen his counfailes, went 
home and hanged himfelfe. So fhall confufion come / 
to all that with Sauk kick againft the pricke, that 
rightly it may be faid to thefe confufed Cleargie 
men, 

Achithophelis confilium, Achithophelis laqueum. 



% The reft of the rajcal Rable of the Romifh church, 
as Monkes, Friers, and dirging Prieftes, ftorm- 
ing at thefe newes, fitting banquet ting with the 
fair Nunnes, hauing ftore of daintie Gates, and 
wines before them, Jiall-fed with eaje, and 
gluttony, grone out of their fatte Ranches this 
pafjion. 

Quanta patimur pro amore Chrifti. 

Glofla. 

Now Gentle Reader, giue leaue, that this crue 

of popifh Madcaps may prefume amongft the reft 

into our Mqfquerado : thefe are they which faying 

Aue Rex Iudaorum, yet fmote Chrift on the face 
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with a reede r thefe are the Buls of Bqfan, that 
fatted vp in the Popes ftall, feede them felues 
againft the day of (laughter : thefe are the iolly 
fellowes that once in England liued like Princes in 
their Abbeies and Frieries, whofe bonnettes were 
valed and their top failes fo low ftroken, that no 
winde would ferue them, from finking into the 
bottom-lefle gulfe : Thefe be they, who when 
Chrift commaundeth, that who fo loueth him fhall 
take vp his crofle and follow him, clapping on 
their backes a bafket fluffed with good cheare : fay. 
Quanta patimur pro amore Chrifti. Whereupon 
are merily recited thefe verfes. 

O Monachi quorum Stomachi Junt Amphora Bacchi : 
Vos eftis, Deus eft teftis, mundi mala. / 

Of/ this generation John Boccace in his Deca- 
meron telleth many pretie tales : of their Lecherie, 
as when fair Albert vnder the fhape of the Angell 
Gabriell, lay with Dame Lezetta: of their falfe 
Legend[s], as a Monke preaching to the people, 
hauing founde a verye rich feather of fome ftrange 
Foule, intended to make his Parifhoners beleeue, 
it was a plume of the Angel Gabriell : Certaine 
good Companions his Familiars noting his knauerie, 
fecretlye ftole out of his Cafket the feather, and 
put in coales. Well, Mas Monke come once into 
the Pulpit, after long Exordium, tolde to the People 
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what a Relique he had, one of the feathers of 
the Angell Gabriell, but putting his hand into his 
Cafket, and finding nothing but coales, ftraight 
founde the knot in the rufh, and faide hee had 
taken the wrong Cafket, but yet brought them a 
Relique, no lefle pretious, which was the coales 
that Saint Laurence was roafted on : fo that making 
crofTes with them vpon their Garmentes, hee de- 
parted with Monkifh credite. Many of thefe and 
worfe pranks, abhominable to rehearfe, haue their 
owne Countrymen and Papiftes penned down 
againft them : amongft choice, one merily (I call 
not his name to remembrance) fetteth downe, that 
a Monke fitting in his eel, had on the one fide his 
Leman, a fair Nun, no man, on the other fide his 
portafTe : beeing thus feated as in a Dileman, laying 
one hande on the Nonnes knee, and the other on 
his MafTe booke, hee fetcht a great figh and faide, 
§>uo me vertam, nejcio : the Deuill behind made 
him anfwere, Haud refert : vtraque enim ducit ad 
infernum. Wherevpon to auoyde the doubte, hee 
made proofe of both. Another fetteth down thefe 
verfes as a Cenfure. 

O Monachi nigri, non eftis ad impia nigri, 
Atra notat veftis, qualis internijeens eftis. 

Their / religion and their nature thus agreeing, 
debating amidft their cups and their courtifans of 
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the Spanifh repulfe, full of wine and delicate cheare 
they cry out, 

Quanta patimur pro amore Chrifti. 



1T The Nobilitie of Spaine grieued at the difhonour of 
their fhamefull returne, after great confultation, 
vow a general! Pilgrimage to S. James of 
Compoftella, in hope of his aide for reuenge : to 
them is J aid. 

Si Petrus dormit Papa, num Iacobus vigilabit vobis ? 

Glofla. 
When Hannibal had geuen the Romanes a 
repulfe before Capua, the Senate hearing the il 
newes, refolued in the Senate houfe to facrifice vnto 
Mars, fearing hee was difpleafed with their Armie : 
which fentence Scipio hearing, ftarting vp amongft 
them faid : / will no other God but our fortunes, no 
other vowes but our right, no other Sacrifice but the 
Sword. I infer this heathen ifh comparifon, both 
accounting their Saint of Compoftella with the Pagan 
Idols, and thinking them far inferior to the courage 
of Scipio, although none glories more in his Chiualrie 
then the Spaniard : But I fuppofe his religion and 
his ftomack to be equally poyfed : the one falfe, the 
other faint, that what they attempt, is not to bee 
ouercome with prowefle, but to fuppreffe with 
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multitudes : for their feruice in warres is either 
by pollicie, to circumuent by periurie, to intife by 
treafon, to vndermine, or by Come litle martiall 
practife to weaken the enemie, whom if they finde 
valiantly to refift, their braue once cooled, they 
feldome or neuer dare giue a frefh Incounter, 
whervpo thefe the Nobles of Spain danted, choofe 
rather / fearfully to feek out S. lames of Compoftella, 
then valiantly with Scipio to fweare reuenge with 
the fword. This cuftome brookes not an Englifh 
heart, for our Nobles hauing taken repulfe, flie not 
to S. George, but managing their fwordes, crye, 
God and their right, feeking either with Epami- 
nondas to win their honors with their bloode, or to 
be caried out with him refolutely on their fhieldes : 
They faint not with Julian at the firft frowne of 
Seuerus, but valiantly expect with the Argentinin 
of Alexander the great, the comming of their foes : 
not afking how many there be, but where they 
bee: not attending with Xerxes and his faint- 
hearted Souldiours, to haue the braue, but valiantly 
like the Caualiers of Troy, thrufting amidft the 
attending Grecians. Diuers inftances, as when in 
the time of Robert the third king of Scottes, Earle 
Douglas with a mightie and puiflant armie entred 
the Frontiers of England, making hauocke as farre 
as Newcaftle, fundrye times bickered with our men, 
and gaue them the foyle : which Henry Percie 
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Earle of Northumberland furnamed Henrie Hot- 
Jpurre noting, fuming at fuch bad Fortune, and 
as it were ftrooke to the heart with the difhonour 
of the Englifh, fought not to S. George, or other 
Pilgrimages (whereof then there were many in Eng- 
land) but offering his praiers vnto God, and vowing 
a couragious refolution on the hikes of his fworde, 
hauing a very fmall companie in refpedte of the 
Scottes, hee pricketh towardes them, and although 
he was fharply repulfed at the firfte and fecond 
encounter, yet thinking how fweete it were to die 
rather than to Hue with difhonour, hee gaue a 
frefh charge, and ouerthrew the Scottes with fuch 
a flaughter, that hee tooke Prifoners, the Earles 
Douglas, Fife, Murrey, and Angus. Thus do our 
Nobles of England make their pilgrimage, and 
end their reuenge : which if it be not true, I 
reporte me to the Nobles of Spaine themfelues, 
who lately had experience of theyr Courage, that 
they were faine, for the / vowing of their Pilgrim- 
age to S. lames to deferue this mocke, 

Si Petrus dormit Papa, num. Iacobus vigilabit vobis ? 
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1[ f he Duke of Medina, Captaine general of the 

Armie and Spanifh forces, rydeth on a Iennet, 

with one foot e out of the Stirrop, his cappe pulde 

ouer his eies, and his pointes vntruji : to him is 

/aid. 

Pillule Britankte in dijfenteriam te coniecerunt. 

Glofla. 
When Iulius Cafar was fent by the Senate 
DiEtator againft the Gaules, his friende Lepidus 
a(king him whether he now iourneyed : In Galliam 
(quoth hee) quafiturus aut Jepulchrum, aut honorem. 
This valiant refolution of Cafar was not found in 
the Duke of Medina Sidonia, for though he was 
fent by his Prince and Soueraigne, as Generall of 
all his Forces, yet hee choofe rather to returne with 
dilhonour, then with valiant Cafar, to feeke a 
Sepulcher in England : For comming with a mightie 
Fleete, well prouided with martiall furniture fuch 
as might haue amazed the greateft Monarch in the 
whole world to encounter : comming with as greate 
a braue towardes England, as Xerxes againft Lace- 
demonia : fetting vp his Streamers as Commaunders 
that Eolus fhould bee fauourable to his Nauie. 
And with him the Admirall Don Martines de 
Ricaldo, Pedro de Valdes, Martin Bretendona, Gomes 
de Medina and others, whofe Hierogliphicall 
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Simbols, Emblems, imprefles, and deuifes, did 
prognofticate (as they fuppofed) their triumphant 
victorie), and our dilhonorable and miferable ouer- 
throwe, / playing at dice for our Noblemen and 
knights and deuiding our Land into portions: 
Medina and Ricaldo fytting thus as Princes of the 
Sea, brauing Neptune in our Straightes : no fooner 
came alongft our Coafte, and were encountred 
with our Fleete, filled with Noble men of inuincible 
courage, but Medina the great Champion of Spaine, 
tooke the lower end of the fhip, Ricaldo his bed, 
whereas our Lord Admirall, the Lord Charles 
Howard, Itood vpon the vpper decke, refolutely 
and valiantly incouraging his men to fight for 
the honour of their Countrie. The Lord Henry 
Seymer, a noble man of worthy prowefie, ftanding 
in the face of the Enemie to put oile in the flame, 
& valour in an englifh heart, taught the Spaniards 
with Bullet, that the noble men of England, fiered 
with fparkes of honour, counted life no more but 
a debt euery houre due vnto nature. With him, 
the Lord Thomas Howard whofe forward refolucion 
the Spaniards may reporte in Spaine, to their great 
dishonour. Next thefe, that woorthy Gentleman, 
that famous Caualier, the terrour of Spaine, that 
fortunate knight, Sir Francis Drake, beftirred 
himfelfe, as his wonted maner, not fearfully as 
Medina, but valiantly ftanding in the fore roome, 
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deliuered with Cannon his Ambaflage to the 
Enemie. With him Sir Martin Frobufher, Sir 
Roger Towne/end, and others which I omit, not as 
men of leffe valour, but for breuities fake. Then 
let vs note and reioice, how our nobles of England, 
and worthy Knightes behaued themfelues, how 
God inferting courage in their mindes, fought 
for vs, and the trueth, and how ftriking a terrour 
and cowardize into the Lordes of Spaine, as vnto 
Senacherib and his hofte, bending their Forces 
againfte Samaria, the Lorde of Medina hafted out 
off our Seas, and our Fleete helde them long in 
chafe, fpoyling and praying on their Shippes 
daily. 

Thus the great Generall of Spaine was content 
to pockette vppe this Dishonour to faue his life, 
and therefore / muft abide the reprochfull taunt 
that our Englifh Pilles hath caft him into a lalke, 
and fuch a flyre, as hath defiled all his honour : 
then (for me) let him haue the deferued fcoffe, 

Pillula Britanica in dijfenteriam te coniecerunt. 



18 
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1T Don Martines de Ricaldo, chiefe Admirall of the 
Fleete, ftanding in the Hauen, and feeing his 
tattered Shippes, confidering what goodly e Vejfels 
were taken and drowned, and what ftore of men 
and munition they had loft, leaning his backe 
againft a broken ancker, and fhaking of his 
head: faith thus. 

O Neptune, quantas epulas vna ccena deuorafti ? 

Glofla. 
A lthough Don Martines, for his expert fkill in 
■**■ Nauigation, and pollicie in nauall fight, was 
elected chiefe Admirall of the Spanifh Fleete, yet 
fuch his fate, his Fortune, or his little courage, 
that comming to England, as proudly as the Turke 
came into the gulfe: yet he went away worfe 
dilhonoured then Caligula, that inftead of Battaile, 
gathered Cockles on the wefterne fhoare. 

Six yeare at the leaft he was greate Commaunder 
for furniture neceffarie for this intended Fleete, 
which no doubt he fluffed and ftored to the full, 
gathering together fuch prouifion, as if he ftioulde 
with the Giantes, intend warre againft Mars and 
Jupiter : Hee had in his Fleete, of Gallions, 
Hulkes, Pataches, Zabres, GaleafTes, and Gallies 
130. The receit being 57868 Tunnes, Souldiours, 
19295, Mariners, 8450. And of great brazen 
Peeces / 2630. Prouided thus, as might be fup- 
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pofed, for the 'conqueft either of AJia or Africa, 
hee bendeth his courfe againft England, a little 
Hand, where as S. Auguftine faith, their be people 
with Angels faces, fo the Inhabitantes haue the 
courage and heartes of Lions: which poore Don 
Mar tines tried true: For God vfing ELISABETH 
his feruant and her fubiectes, as his inftrumentes, 
to punifh the enemies of his trueth, no fooner 
came the proud Holofernes into our feas, but the 
Mice crept out of little Betulia: Iudith fitting 
peaceably in her royall feat, & incountring fiercely 
with their Foes, taught them that God fought on 
their fide, then not to be daunted with multitudes : 
and Martines fearfull, fhrunke away. But God who 
holdeth reuenge in his hand, let loofe the windes 
and threw a ftorme into the fea, that many of their 
fhippes which efcaped our handes, perifhed on the 
Rockes: vfing the Sea for reuenge, as he did 
againft Pharao, when he perfecuted the children of 
Ifraell : So that Don Ricaldo with dishonour pafTed 
into Spaine, and our Admirall returned with glorious 
triumph into England, bringing home Shippes, 
Prifoners, and Furniture, that our Englifh ftioares 
founded with Ecchoes of triumph, and euery 
mouth was filled with the praifes of the Lord 
Charles Howard, while Rkaldo difmaied at his 
misfortune, and his tottered fhippes, faith, 

O Neptune, quantas epulas vna ccena deuoraftt * 
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IF Don J Pedro de Valdes, Generall of the Armie of 
Andelofia, now Prifoner in England, greeuing 
at his fortune : Jittethfad, and leaning his head 
on his hand, with a great Jigh faith. 

Heu quanta defpe decidi. 

Glofla. 
Amongft the Generals of thefe intended Squad- 
rons, Don Pedro de Valdes, was not of the meaneft 
account, nor thought of the leaft valour, but 
fuppofed for his courage and refolution to be a 
fecond Hetlor, in fo much as Medina, Ricaldo, and 
the reft, relied much both vpon his pollicie, and 
prowefle, and he himfelfe at his departure from 
the King, and his loofing from Lifbon, by his braue 
words, his great promifes and martiall threates, was 
of furpafling great hope amongft the Spaniardes, 
fo that the King of Spaine fent him as Senacherib 
fent Rabfaketh, to dene Ezekiah. And Pedro 
himfelfe refolued by a prefixt time, to enter the 
Land with conqueft: in fo much that, the Romanes 
neuer conceiued better hope in Horatius Cockles, in 
Torquatus, in Scipio African, nay in Cafar, when 
he was Dictator, then the Spaniards did in Don 
Pedro, thinking that no fooner hee woulde haue 
arriued in the Englifh coaft, but he would haue 
written back, as the Romain Monarch did, Veni, 
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vidi, vici : but if hee or his fellowes had read the 
Conqueftes of England, how difficult they were, 
either of the Saxons, Danes, or of the Romanes, 
or laftly by the Normanes, either hee woulde haue 
prouided a greater Fleete, or a better courage : 
For beeing imbarqued in a Ship of 1330 tunnes, 
carrying fiftie Cannons, after a while he had 
ftragled on our coaft, meeting our Fleete, which 
prefentlye gaue the charge, he was one of the firft 
that was taken, not making anye refiftance at all, 
or mewing any point of honourable refolution, / 
not fo much as drawing his fworde in defence. Is 
this the minde of a Nobleman of dubbed Chyualry ? 
of a Captaine, to fubmit in the firft extremitie? 
Doe the Spaniards prize life fo high, that they 
make no eftimation of honour ? Fortitude is high, 
and will not be ftained in meane daungers : Courage 
is like the Eagle, that catcheth not at Flies. Firft 
Don Pedro was commaunded by his King to 
attempt his purpofe with death, his vowe was to 
purchafe England though with death : His promife 
at his departure, was to conquere, or to feale the 
attempt with death, and yet comming in the 
Skirmifh, a few bullets had but bruifed his Ship, 
and fpoyled his tacklinges, but fubmiffe hee yeeled 
without one ftroke, hauing three hundred and 
fourtie men of war, and a hundred and eighteene 
mariners : or without one deniall with fhot, hauing 
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fiftie Gannons on his fhip : He that like a Lion 
came ftorming from Spaine, humbly like a lambe 
crouched to our Admirall in the Englifh feas, 
yeelding himfelfe and his, prifoners : Now note the 
Spanifh brauing promifes, what cowardly conclu- 
fions they infer. Cato Vticenfis choofe rather to 
murther himfelfe, then to fall into the handes of 
Cafar his Enemie, nay, Cleopatra a woman, fufFered 
rather death by flinging of Aspickes, then fhe 
woulde fubmitte to her Foe: Honour amongft 
Souldiours is highlie prized, and to beare the yoake 
of an Enemie is more bitter to a noble minde then 
death : Yet liked not Don Pedro of this philo- 
fophie : hee thinkes, to die is the laft deed, and 
therefore to hue is fweete : but this was not aunfwer- 
able to hys Emblemes and Imprefles which hee 
gaue in his Enfignes, Banners and Streamers, for 
in the one was figured a Sunne and a Moone, the 
Motto in Spanifh, but to this effect Heri plenilunium, 
hodie defeffus : Yefterday the Full, but to day the 
Wane : meaning (as I fuppofe) that the fulneffe of 
Englands profperitie was at an end, and nowe by 
his meanes fhould it fall into the Wane : on / the 
other fide was depainted an Altar with facrifice 
fuming, the Poefie : Sic cupio,Jic cogito : Spiritus ab 
inquietudine coaSfus : I cannot well difcourfe his 
meaning in this : but no doubt whatfoeuer he 
wrote, what he inuented, yea all his deuifes, 
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practifes, and thoughtes were of the fubuerfion of 
England: Wei, thofe Banners and Enfignes which 
he hoped to haue difplaied in Englana to our great 
reprooch, were to his deepe difhonour hanged 
to the ioy of all true Englifh heartes, about the 
Battlementes and crofle of Paules, and on London 
bridge : he himfelfe Prifoner, & feeling the 
burthen of his mis-fortune, coulde not (though 
neuer fo well vfed in England) but figh and fay, 

Heu quanta defpe decidi. 



5f The Princes, noble men, and other men of name 
that of their free wil, offered themfelues aduen- 
turers in this Spanifh attempte : frujlrate of 
their intent, walke at home mufled in their 
cloakes, as men dij graced, and Jay one to another 
in great pajjion. 

Temeritatis nojlra cum Briareo poenas luimus. 

Glofla. 
\w this Spanifh Fleete were many volun- 
tary aduenturers, Princes, Dukes> 
Counties, Barons, Knights, Efquires> 
and gentlemen, yonger brothers, to the number 
of 1 24 befides their Seruantes, who without requeft 
or commaund, upon their owne free will, offered 
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themfelues as Confortes in this voyage, mooued 
firft with a blinde zeale of religion, then with defire 
of honour, efpecially againft the Englifh, who they 
hearde were full of Courage : Thirdly for hope of 
preferment in this our Hand, after the conqueft 
hoped for of the Spanifh. Mooued with thefe 
confiderations, they came triumphing in this Fleete : 
finding a cooling card to alay their hot ftomackes, 
they returned home difcouraged, difhonoured, and 
difgraced, in fo much, that looking with a deepe 
infight, into our victorie, and their ouerthrowe : 
feeing our mips like little Pinafles, and their huge 
barkes built like Caftles, ouerpeering ours : they 
in their owne confciences confeft that God was on 
our fide : faying, that their ouerfight in beeing fo 
forwarde was requited as the deteftable attempt of 
Briareus the Giant with the hundred handes, and 
Tiphes who, the Poets faine, did war againft the 
Goddes, and heaped hill on hill, as Pelion on OJfa, 
to climbe vp to the Heauens, whereupon Iupiter 
with a Thuderbolte, paftied them all to powder : fo 
they, blinded with the vale of ignorance, attempted 
againft the Gofpell, the trueth, and the Defendrefie 
of them both, Queene Elizabeth the Lords chofen, 
and his annointed : and therefore againft God : 
which confideration made them murmure to them- 
felues, 

I'emeritatis noftra cum Briareo posnas luimus. 
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f ii The I Vicegerentes of his Indies hauing loft by 
Sea and land, much of their Kinges treafure : 
fitting as dij contented men on the hatches of their 
/hips : to them is /aid. 

Sic vos non vobis mellificatis Apes. 

Glofla. 
HJnpijpHe Indies beeing firft fought out by the 
Portugal!, and lately conquered and 
pofleffed by the King of Spaine, yeldeth 
him al his treafure, wherewith he feedeth his 
Cleargie in their pomp, his Nobilitie in their 
brauery, and his Souldiours in their pay. In this 
Conqueil of the Indies, did the Spaniard fhewe his 
courage, his faith, his clemencie : his courage, in 
performing fo haUghtie & dangerous a Conqueft : 
for being armed at al points with his Curets, his 
Corflet, Burganet, his horfe, his Pike, his Ipeare, 
with ftore of men at armes, and demilance, he 
inuaded a company of naked Moores without 
armour or knowledge of vfe of weapon, but a few 
fifh bones : His faith, in that thefe naked men 
flying into the woods and Mountaines, whether 
the Spaniard neither could nor durft march, was 
perfwaded vpon his oath by the christian God, to 
come and yeeld, with promife of life and libertie : 



283 THE SPANISH 

* 

who no fooner were in his reach, and circuit with his 
Souldiours, but breaking his oath, as one y lware 
by none of his friends, he caufed his Souldiers 
to apprehend their Nobility as prifoners : His 
clemencie, in vfing the victory, not as Cafar, that 
gloried in his courtefies vfed to his foes, but like 
brute beafts, caufed the Indians to be hunted with 
dogs, fome to be torne with horfes, fome to haue 
their handes cut off, and fo many fundry MafTa- 
quers as greeueth any good/minde to report. 
The Spaniard feated thus in the Country, ftraight 
fought out the Mines of golde, & caufing the 
remnant of the Moores as flaues to digge in the 
Mines, fent yearly with a great Fleete, much 
treafure from thence into Spaine: which being 
blazed abroade through all the world, the report 
coming into England, there rofe vp a man of high 
and hardie refolution, Sir Francis Drake, who fent 
by her Maieftie to difcouer that Countrie, not onlie 
found it out, but brought home great riches, and 
the fame time as a warriour went, and malgrado 
of the Spaniard landed, entred vp into the 
country neer Carthagene, & Sanflo Domingo, 
putting the Spaniard to the foyle, & the fword, 
brought home ftore of wealth and treafure, and 
getting by his valour fuch endles fame and glorie, 
as far furmounteth fuch momentanie trafh : vfing 
the Moores, conquered, with fuch courtefie, as 
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they thought the Englifli Gods, and the Spaniardes 
both by rule and confcience halfe Deuils. Sir 
Francis Drakes happie fuccefle in India, and the 
late lofle of their Soueraignes Fleete, ioined to- 
gether, fore danted the mindes of the India 
generals, that they fit as men difcontented in their 
heartes : to whome is obiefted (as in derifion) the 
verfes that Virgill wrote againft Batillus. 

Sic vos non vobis mellificatis Apes, 
Sic vos non vobis nidificatis Aues, 
Sic vos non vobis fertis aratra Bones. 
Sic vos non vobis vellera fertis Oues. 

Meaning, that as the Bees make honye them- 
felues, yet not for themfelues, but men reape it to 
their vfe, fo the Spaniard digged out fweete honye 
from the golden Mines,* and Sir Francis Drake 
fetched it home to be tafted in England, reaping 
his profite out off their labours : fo that the India 
Generals are faine to beare this fcoffe, 

Sic vos non vobis. 
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IF 12 The I common Souldiours, haled forward, rather 
by commaund then courage, fearing at thefirfi to 
attempt fo dangerous an exploit, and grieued at 
the laft with their hard misfortune, halfe muti- 
nous, murmure this. 

Quicquid delirant Reges, plecluntur Achiui. 

Gloffa. 

^far beeing Dictator for the Romanes, 
& hauing conquered France, hearing 
that there was a little Uande beyonde, 
full of hardy and couragious people, thirfting after 
honour, and coueting to increafe the Romane 
Monarchic, hee rigged his Fleete, and cut ouer 
into England, where he founde fuch harde landing, 
that hee was glad to pafle away with the repulfe : 
but hee, whofe minde was impatient of difhonour : 
after he had renewed his fleete, made a long 
oration to incourage them, but they found fo hard 
a breakefaft, that hardly they could be induced to 
giue the fecond attempt. The Spaniards beeing 
but in refpect our Neighbours, hearing how not 
onely we haue defended our owne Realme, but 
made diuers inuafions with greate victories : as 
Edward the thirde in France, and Henrie the fift, 
who forced the King by armes to proclaime him 
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heire apparant, in fo much that Henrie "the fixt fate 
crowned in Paris. The poore Souldiours hauing 
heard of thefe and other our refolutions, were 
difcouraged before they came, and feared to buckle 
with men fo hardy and fortunate : although they 
were both charged by their King, and incouraged 
by the Pope with a generall pardon a pena £s? culpa, 
yet al the perfwafions would not ferue : for diuers 
hid themfelues, and other by fained excufes fought 
abfence, but at laft compelled forwarde, and forced 
to take fhipping, they found here that they 
feared / : men that durft abide their braue, and 
returne them blowe for blowe, not the naked 
Moores, nor the fainting Portugall, but Englifh 
men that prize honour as deere as their Hues: who 
if they heare but this word Elizabetha, they flie like 
Lions in the face of the Enemy, nay in the mouth 
of the Cannon, rather oppofing themfelues to ten 
Thoufand deathes, then the fortune of her enemies 
fhould touch her royall Maieftie with any contrary 
paffion. Feeling thus what they feared, fome 
taken Prifoners, others flaine, a multitude drowned 
in the fea by Shipwrack, the remnant of poore 
mercenary men cry out in bytterneffe of minde, 

Quicquid delirant Reges, pleffuntur Achiui. 
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IHus Gentle Reader, thou haft feene the 
Spanifti Mafquerado, which I haue nowe 
deuifed, to difcourfe to thee their eftate, 
how although the malitious enemie feekes (puffed 
vp by ambition and couetoufneffe) to fubuert our 
religion, and make a Conqueft of our Hand : yet 
hee that feated our moft royall Princeffe in her 
Kingdome, as his Minifter to fet foorth his trueth, 
and plant his Gofpell, ftill fhrowdeth her vnder his 
wing, and protectes her from the violent attempt of 
all her foes, and breaketh off the wheeles of their 
Chariotes, that feeke with Pharao, to perfecute his 
people. 

Then reioice and giue thankes to God for all 
his gratious fauours, and be faithfull and true 
hearted to the Prince, whome God fo loueth : 
ftande ftedfaft in the trueth, / wherewith he bleffeth 
thee, and then feare not what the Spaniards can 
do, for their bowes fhal be broken, and their 
arrows crackt afunder: the Lord fhal fend forth 
his wrath, as hot as coales, & the breath of his 
noftrils as a confuming fire, to burne fuch chaffe as 
purged out with the Fan of his iuftice, lies fcattered 
abroad with the wind : If Spaine fhal attempt 
againft England as Pharao did againft the Ifraelites, 
Mofes fhall fhew wonders to amaze them, and 
maugre the Prince of Egipt, lead his people through 
the fea. If Samaria bee begirt with Edomites and 
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Aflirians, yet ftiall the Lorde fend a feare and a 
terrour into their thoughtes, that they ihall fly and 
be difcomfited with their own imaginations : If the 
pope and Spaine with their hereticall confederates 
fill the narrowe fea» with Veflels, whofe tops 
mufter like a wood, in the Ocean, yet fhal the 
Lord if we keepe his commandmentes and obey 
his ftatutes, fend gufts and ftormes to fcatter their 
Nauy, and confound them with his creatures as 
men that doe make war againft God, & plant their 
Engine againft the holy mount of Sion. Let 
Englifhmen then, fhrouded vnder the wings of the 
moft higheft, not feare what thoufands can doe 
againft them: nay let them giue thanks to God 
who hath bleft vs with fuch a Prince as makes vs 
eat fruites of our owne vineyard, and drinke of 
the water of our owne welles : our Cities are full 
of ioy, and our children are feene {porting in the 
ftreetes : peace and plentie flourifheth in England, 
and all our Land floweth with milke and honie : 
nay more, that heauenly Manna the foode of our 
foules, the Gofpel of our Sauiour Chrift is franckly 
freely and truly not only preached, but louinglye 
imbraced by the Queene and her Subieftes. 

Seeing then wee are euery way bleft and fauoured 
from aboue: that the Lorde our mercifull God 
maketh England like Eden, a fecond Paradice : 
let vs feare to offend him, and bee zealous to 
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execute the terrour of / his commaundementes, then 
fhall we be fure his Maieftie will fend our Queene 
long life, his Church to haue faithfull Minifters, 
and our Realme perfect Subiectes, and fhroude vs 
againfl: Spaine, the Pope, and all other enemies of 
the Gofpell. 



FINIS. 




NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
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I. Notes and Illustrations. 



%* See general explanatory remarks prefixed to Notes and 
Illustrations in Vol. II, pp. 301-2. 



PLANETOMACHIA. 

Title-page, 1. 10, 'fond' = foolish, ut frequenter: 1. 12, 
' heares ' = hairs — a spelling rendered his- 
torically and critically noteworthy, from 
the " Old Corrector's " ( - J. P. Collier) 
crucial blundering over it in K. John, v. 2 
(' unheard = unhair'd sauciness ') : 1. 1 4, 
' Apologie of* = defence of : 1. 1 5, 'Astro- 
nomie ' — as shown by the book = astrology 
— also by the commendatory poems. 
The same use is found contemporaneously, 
for the science and the pseudo-science 
were, at least in the minds of most, held 
to be parts one of another. See page 
19, 1. 5, etc.: p. 7, 1. 10, etc.: 1. 16, 
'Student in Phisicke' — see annotated Life 
in Vol. I., on this title. 

Page S> ' Lord Robert Dudley, Ear le of Leicester' — 
the historical Elizabethan earl, died Sept. 4, 
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1588 : 1. 1 6, 'intituled' = entitled = made 
titled (en). 
Page 6,1. 1,' a crooked table' = ill drawn picture, or 
the opposite of a curious (full of care, or 
careful) picture: 1. 11, 'Characters' — see 
Glossarial-Index, s.v. : 1. 25, 'paines' = 
painstaking. 

„ 7,1. 1, ' discouer' = reveal, present: 1. 13, 
' irradiate ' — strengthened or more deter- 
minate form of radiate = radiate upon. 
He uses 'irradiation,' p. 23, 1. 22, and in 
his Latin ' irradiatus,' though in classical 
Latin we seem only to have examples 
(Plautus) of the use of the active verb 
' irradio ' : ibid., ' constellation of one '■ — an 
odd use of the word ; for as Minshew says, 
it means " a companie of stars." Query 
= shining ? 1. 19,' Jouialistes ' — not in our 
sense, but = those under the influence of the 
planet Jupiter, as Saturnists (1. 21) are those 
under Saturn. Gale, M.A., pp. 11- 12, 
uses both. 

„ 8, 1. 3, ' trauelV = travail : ibid., ' optained' — 
qy. misprint for 'obtained'? but cf. 'pre- 
tented,' ' discretited,' etc., in Glossarial- 
Index, s.v. 

„ 9,1. 4, ' ciuill conflict '■' = civil war: 1. 12, 
' affects ' = affections, desires, as outwardly 
expressed. 

„ 1 o, last 1., ' P. H.' — see Index of Names, s.n., 
and annotated Life in Vol. I., as before. 

„ 11,1.5,' wisedomes hoare ' = ancient wisdom. 



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 293 

Page 12,1. 3, ' adust ' = parched, burnt, as onward 
(Latinate) : last 1., ' Henry Gale ' — see on 
p. 10, last 1. 

„ 13,1. 14 — punctuate renue, : 1. 16, 'thy' = 
Epicurus : last L, ' George Meares ' — as on 
p. 10, last 1. 

„ 1 5, 1. 7, ' whether ' = whither. 

„ 1 6, 1. 4, ' doe ' = men qua man : 1. 20, ' cumsis ' 
= cum sis : 1. 25, ' Scarab fie' — see Notes 
and Illustrations to Vol. II., for quotation 
from Holland's Pliny — page 260, on p. 52, 

1.3. 

» x 9> 1- 5» * reason ' — Latinate use = the way, the 
fashion, the matter, or as we might say, the 
science. 

„ 20, 1. 10, ' Sonnets ' = verse or (sacred) songs. 

„ 22,1. 7, ' whereof '■= off where, i.e. whence: 
1. 20, ' discouerie ' - the disclosing or dis- 
closure : 1. 24, ' there ' — their. 

i) 23, 1. 3, 'likelihood' = likeness, but an odd use 
of the word. 

„ 24, 1. 8, ' edified ' = built up. 

„ 26, 1. i, ' censure ' = judgment, ut frequenter. 

„ 27, 1. 2, ' Francesco Hando ' — of this Francis 
Hand, see annotated Life in Vol. I., as before. 
This Dialogue in Latin — as stated in our 
Note on page 2 — is extremely incorrectly 
printed. The following — besides mis-letters 
etc. — may be noted : — 

„ 27, 1. 7, misprinted 'pronosticorum' for ' prog- 
nosticorum ' : 1. 9, ' subijciatur ' for ' sub- 
jiciatur ' : 1. 16, ' vided ' for ' vides.' 
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Page 29, 1. 10, 'sequntur' for ' sequuntur ' : 1. 16, 
' exiguunt ' for ' exigunt ' : 1. 23, 'fceris ' for 
' feris ' and ' actum ' for ' etiam.' 

„ 30,1. 2, 'costestium' for ' ccelestium ' : 1. 19, 
' anuo ' for ' anno ' : ibid., ' distiuis ' for 
1 sestivis ' : 1. 21, 'astu' for ' sestu ' : 1. 23, 
'e<e' for 'ea': 1. 28, 'cerisque' for 'aeris- 
que.' 

„ 31, 1. i, ' tuum' {bis) for ' turn ' : 11. 12 and 1 5, 
' collium ' for ' collinse ' : 1. 2 8, ' obseruatos ' 
for ' observatas.' 

„ 32,1. 6, ' coniectureque ' for ' conecturaeque ' : 
1. 12, ' addane' for 'atque' : 1. 16, 'Marc' 
for ' Marco' : 1. 20, ' e quia' for 'et quid,' 
and ' earn ' for ' eum.' 

Thus is it throughout, but further note 
of the ' pie '-like errors (printer's term) can 
scarcely be required. 

„ 39, 1. 14, ' constellation' See p. 43, 1. 9 : and 
on p. 23, 1. 22. 

„ 40,1. 21, 'progenie '= descent, i.e. proceeding, 
etc.: 1. 22, 'peeuish '= perverse. Greene 
throughout uses this word in a stronger 
sense than usually : 1. 23,' unluckly ' = 
unlucky, as before : 1. 24, ' irradiation ' = 
radiation or shining 'into or upon.' See 
on p. 23, 1. 22. 

„ 41,1. 1 1, 'pronenesse' = tendency. The semi- 
colon (:) here is an example of Greene's 
punctuation. We should have changed it 
into comma (,) ; but Greene generally 
makes a statement, punctuates with (:) and 
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then follows up with a subsidiary clause 
closed with the period (.). 
Page 42, 1. 22, ' starling' = sterling. 

„ 44, 1. 13, 'Moderator' — used as now by Presby- 
terians in their Church courts to designate 
their president or chairman in General 
Assembly, Presbytery or Session. Cf. last 
1., ' I ordaine ' : 1. 19, indifferent ' = impar- 
tial. 

» 45, 1. 3. 'quarrelous' (ending in -osus) = full 
of quarrel or of provocation to quarrel : 
L 21, and p. 46, 1. 6, 'temperature' = admix- 
ture, as does the verb to ' temper.' Seeker 
uses it in this sense, " Now .... is a 
proper temperature of fear and loue." Or 
query = disposition as result of admixture ? 

„ 46, 1. 27, ' Idiotropian ' — if we used the word; 
we should say ' Idiotrophy,' it being a 
substantive from iSiot/joitos, singular or 
peculiar. 

„ 47, 1. 27, ' Sea coale' = coal brought by sea, as 
before. 

„ 48, 1. 3, ' temperature ' — query, looking to 
'diuers ' temperature[s)? does the ' his ' not 
refer rather to the individual affected than 
to Saturn ? 

„ 49, 1. 2, ' Saturnistes' — see on page 23, 1. 19 : 
1. 6, 'bying' = buying : 1. 18 — spell Rhada- 
mantus. 

„ 50, 1. 19, ' answering all things in three words ' 
= shortly : 1. 22, 'seeking a knotte in a 
rush ' — where there is none (in the stalk 
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proper) : ibid., ' in life resembling cockles ' 
— because they keep close in their shells, 
keep to themselves. 
Page 5 1, 1. 3, ' Morpkes ' = morphews : ibid., ' Apos- 
thumes ' = imposthumes, airoa-rrjfjba. Post- 
humus is an older and less used form than 
either : 1. 4, ' hemeraydes ' = hemorrhoids. 

„ 52,1. 14, ' shadow '= colour, and subsidiarily 
' conceal' — i.e., the over-colouring of the 
original surface conceals. It is thus used 
by Greene frequently ; e.g., p. 82, 1. 24, 
'colour . . . shadow,' and especially p. 85, 
1. i, where note that the dark colours are 
• • shadowed with the ' glistering hue.' 

„ S3, 1. 14, ' pretensed' = pretended. 

„ 54, 1. 27, 'discouert' = out of covert, as before. 

„ 55, 1. 12, ' wkitker' — the spelling of 'whither' 
and ' whether ' were occasionally inter- 
changed. Cf. p. 15, 1. 7, and p. 83, 1. 8, 
etc.: 1. 14, 'maime' — allusion is drawn 
from the Sirens : 1. 22, ' perenmitie ' = last- 
ing enmity. Cf. p. 83, 11. 24-8. 

„ 5 6, last 1., ' ramage ' = wild, as before. 

» 57. !• I) ' manned' = mastered : 1. 23, 'Hemlock' 
.... 'people Pharusii ' — see separate lists, 
as before. 

„ 58, 1. 25, ' counter fait' = picture, as before. 

„ 6i,l. 4, ' passe not '= care not, mind not, as 
before : 1. 17, 'beames' — the word ' painted' 
suggests timbers being used in the 'toombe'; 
but qy. ' beames ' a misprint for ' bones ' ? 
L 2i, 'pretence' = intention, as before. 
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Page 64, 1. 1, ' admitted to her speech' = admitted to 

speech with her. - 
„ 65,1. 20, ' crooked passions', and p. 72, 1. 18. 

Cf. on p. 6, 1. 1. 
„ 66, 1. 7, 'table' = panel (of a picture) : 1. 10, 

'moates' = mould stain. Oddly enough, 

the ' mole ' is called ' mould-warp,' etc. : 

1. 1 7, 'personage ' - person (distinguished) : 

1. 23, ' trie ' = prove, as before. 
„ 68, 1. 24, ' angelles ' = money, coin so called : 

1. 24, 'greased' etc. — a phrase still current: 

1. 25, ' soupled' = suppled — Scotice still, 

pronounced ' soopled.' 
„ 69, 1. 21, ' baye windowe' — still in use — query 

origin ? 
„ 70, 1. 28, 'dissembled', and p. 87, 1. 9 — used as 

before by Greene = simulated. 
„ 72, 1. 6, 'take not' = not their flight away, but 

their flight abroad or in the open — they 

keep to their nests. 
n 73> 1- J 9i 'pretend' - stretch forward to, listen 

to, grant, ut frequenter. 
„ 74, 1. 24, ' simple ' — not foolish, but simplex, and 

therefore * sincere.' 
„ 75, 1. 22, 'pen ' - feather, or quill: 1. 26, 'sickle' 

— read ' fickle.' 
„ j6, 1. 7, ' were ' = weare. 
„ 78, 1. 17, ' stifler' — Halliwell-Phillipps gives 

it as still an Eastern counties word = busy- 
body. 
„ 7 g, 1. 15, 'practises' = evil designs, as was then 

the sense of the word — -frequenter, 
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Page 80, 1. 27, 'shadow' - conceal. See note on 
p. 52, 1. 14. 

„ 81, 1. 5, ' trayned' = allured : last 1., 'light' = 
lighted, being a verb ending in t. 

„ 82, 1. 1, ' Pasilla' — misprinted 'Pandina'; and 
so ' Nestos ' is ' Calchos ' (p. 1 1 3, 1. 1 3). 

„ 84, 1. 4, ' rechlesse ' = reckless, not weighing 
results : 1. 8, 'parent' From p. 83, 11. 24-8 
seems to be here used in the wider sense of 
our parents = ancestors. 

„ 85, 1. 7, 'forrain' = outside, Greene thinking of 
Brutus being Caesar's known friend : 1. 27, 
' codigne ' = due, fitting — as still. 

„ 87,1. 24, 'command' — another example of 
Greene's odd punctuation, whereby even 
short sentences are broken up into clauses 
and punctuated accordingly. I suppose the 
comma here was meant to accentuate what 
follows. 

„ 88, 1. 1 5, ' chamber of presence ' = chamber where 
the king and others were present, and 
suitors, etc., had audience. We designate it 
' presence-chamber.' 

„ 89, I. 15, 'hailed' = haled. 

„ 90, 1. 24, ' conuey himself — a hasty slip of 
Greene. Either we should read ' him ' for 
' himself/ or — ' and [arranging to, i.e. that 
he should] carry himself,' etc. 

„ 91, 1. 3, 'blind lane' Did this mean, as now, 
a lane with only one outlet, or a bye or 
dark lane ? The former would have been 
the most unlikely place to choose, as it 
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would lessen the assassin's chance of escape : 
1. 13, ' vilde ' = vile : 1. 15, ' preuented' = 
anticipated — seeing that in the (assumed) 
inability to write, this would absolutely 
prevent revelation. 
Page 92, 1. 6, ' tract' = space, as before. 

» 93i 1. S, ' race' = raze : 1. 16, ' bodkin = stiletto. 
Cf. Hamlet's ' bare bodkin.' 

„ 94, 1. 9, 'filthy ' = foul : ibid., 'fact ' — often used 
by Greene and his contemporaries in a bad 
sense, e.g., p. 32, 1. 1 : 1. 18, ' peeuish ' = per- 
versely wicked, as before. 

n 95, 1. 1, ' gastfulV = horrid, frightful. From 
'gast ; comes our 'aghast': 1. 5, ' cruett', 
and so p. 96, 1. 4, 'cruelly' — somewhat 
oddly used against Pasilla : 1. 11, ' defie'= 
dis-affy, i.e. refuse, reject. Cf. King John 
(iii. 4), ' I defy all counsel,' etc., and Mer- 
chant of Venice (iii. 5), ' defy the matter.' 

» 97, !• 9> 'wounded with their own Arrowes' — 
modernly the boomerang of New Zealand 
has been used to illustrate an intended 
injury returning on the injurer's head : 

I. 10,' Porcuntine = porcupine, as before. 
Even Shakespeare — who spells 'porpentine' 
— believed in the ' pen-propelling porcu- 
pine,' e.g., Henry VI., III. i. 363, Troilus 

II. i. 27 — "applied to Thersites as a term 
of reproach, probably on account . of the 
prevailing opinion that the porcupine could 
dart its quills" (Schmidt, s.v) : 1. 13, 
' crooked' — see on p. 6,1. 1. 
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Page 98, 1. 4, 'fondnesse* = foolishness: 1. 18, 
'Moderator' — see on p. 44, 1. 13. 

» 99> 1- 28, ' dfez^ ' = Danae. We should have 
punctuated with a comma (,) after each 
name. 

„ 1 00, 1. 7, ' quips ' = sharp sayings : 1. 8, ' brabling' 
= squabbling: ibid., ' sophisters' = sophists, 
or pseudo-wise. Used then as = dealers 
in fallacious arguments, etc. Sir Thomas 
More says — " For lyke wyse as though a 
sophister woulde with a fonde argumente 
proue unto a simple soule that two egges 
were three, because, etc.": 1. 17,' censure' = 
judgment : 1. 23, ' sentence ' = doom. 

„ 1 01, 1. 8, * venias' — sic, but ' veniat ' ? 

„ 103,1. 3, ' doulce' = dulce, sweet: ibid., ' un- 
sauory ' = not having any ill savour : 1. 27, 
' Cathars ' = catarrhs : 1. 2 8, ' Coryse ' = 
coryza : ibid., ' Branchy ' = bronchitis. 

„ 104, 1. 3, ' Lienterice, etc' — place [s] at end of 
diabete[s], and comma (,) after each word : 
1. 6, ' imbecillitie' = weakness, but now 
usually applied only to weakness of mind. 

„ 105,1. 2, 'racking,' may be = evaporising or 
distressing or disjointing it as with the 
rack — or = wreaking. We have ' wrecke ' 
for ' wreak,' p. 1 1 3, 1. n. 

„ 106, 1. 4, 'soused' = plunged. 

„ 107,1. 18,' configuration' — probably a technical 
astrological term for ' aspect,' because they 
looked not only to the position of one 
star, but as to the figure it made with 
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(' con ') other stars : 1. 27, 'a bay ' = stand 
of defence, when the hunted animal turns 
and confronts the dogs who ' bay ' at 
him. Fr. abbay or abbots, a barking at. 
Page 108, 1. 1 1, 'assailed' — for 'assayed.' 

„ 109,11. ii, 14, 'Picture' = image or statue, 
much as we might use portraiture or like- 
ness : 1. 27, ' but loose' = but lose. 

„ H2,l. 8, ' consecrate ' = having to do with 
heavenly influences he failing fell to in- 
voking of demons : 1. 24, ' preted ' = stretch 
forward to, or intend. So p. 124, 1. 19 : 
1. 25, ' oweth' = owneth, as contempora- 
neously. 

„ 113,1. 11, ' wrecke' = wreak : 1. 13,'lVestos' — 
misprinted in the original ' Calchos.' 

„ 114, 1. 6, ' caste ' = fore-cast ; or it may be = 
endeavour, i.e. learn, ' cast ' being the 
technical term for throwing of the dice in 
order to surpass or reach a certain number, 
etc. 

„ 119, 1. 4, ' ski/tie ' = cunning, or with a sleight 
in it — a ' shifty ' man is one quick in 
cunning or device. 

„ 120, 1. 22, 'irradiat' — see on p. 40, 1. 24. 

„ 121,1. 12, 'dissimulation' = simulation, as 
before: 1. 22, 'singular' = pre-eminent, 
as before. 

„ 122, 1. 8, ' Conge ' = adopted French for leave- 
taking. 

„ 124,1. 5, ' conceale .... to' — a frequent 
Greene form : 1. 10,' Parleament house ' — 
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oddly enough, as I write these words, 
Egypt is. getting its ' Parleament house ' 
for its ' Chamber of Notables ' — indicative, 
it is to be hoped, of a ' national life ' 
pulsating even in stolid Egypt. 
Page 1 26, 1. 9, ' session ' = sitting : 1. 27, 'infamous ' = 
un-famous, though at p. 127, 1. 28, and 
1 p. 1 30, 1. 24, in our sense. 

„ 128, 1. 27, ' shadowing} e tc. — confirms former 
note on p. s 2, 1. 1 4 = tinting or painting : 
1. 7, ' fore-worne' = worn before : or qy. — 
is ' fore ' or ' for ' the intensitive affix 
(German ver) sometimes used in the sense 
of ill, as in forespeak, to bewitch, fore- 
shapen, i.e. ill-shaped, fore-sworn, etc. : 
1. 26, ' haplesse ' = luckless, as before. 

„ 130,1. 1, 'carriers' — term for the enclosure 
when in sport " they fought at barriers " : 
1. 22,' confiction ' = confection — used here 
in ill sense. Cf. p. 135, 1. 29. 

„ 132, 1. 1, 'fact' — an instance of its use as = 
ill-fact : 1. 2 5 , ' auoyd ' = to void or make 
empty. In reality it is the truer causal 
form : 1, 27, ' start ' = started, being a 
verb in ' t.' 

„ 133, last 1., 'fast on sleepe' — frequent use of 
' on ' contemporaneously and in our Auth. 
Vers. 

„ 135, 1. 17, 'arming sword' = fighting sword. 
Halliwell-Phillipps says it is a two-handed 
sword, but it is doubtful whether his 
authorities, who wrote when the two-handed 
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sword was the fighting sword, bear him 
out as to the general sense of this phrase. 

PENELOPE'S WEB. 

Page 141, 11. 2-4,' Lady 'e Margaret Countesse of Cum- 
berland' — see Index of Names, as before : 
1. 6, Anne, Countesse of Warwicke' — ibid.: 
1. 16, ' Dyanas present was a bow ' - the 
fitting present to Diana was, etc. : 1. 20, 
* vertues deserues ' = collective plural. 

„ 142, 1. 2, ' Herault' = herald ; and so p. 144, 
1. 10 — see note on page 200, 1. 20 : 1. 3, 
' emblazetk ' = emblazoneth : 1. 14, ' toy' = 
trifle: 1. 21, ' seres wool' = unspun or 
cocoon silk? 1. 25, ' curious '= careful = 
studiously eloquent. 

„ 143, 1. 6, ' pearke' = perch. 

„ 145, 1. 4, 'sometime' = sometimes, and so con- 
versely: 1. 8, ' title ' = tittle : 1. 11, 'dye 
happy ' — the recurring phrase and wish 
takes a strange pathos from the actual 
end of its Author. 

„ 146, 1. 9, table' = a panel (of picture) : 1. 15, 
' ceconomicall' = learned in house or domes- 
tic law: 1. 19, 'censuring' = judging: 
last 1., ' incidently ' = incidentally. 

„ 149, 1. 16, 'bewray' = reveal, ut frequenter. 

„ 150, 1. 6, ' warped out' =a sea-term for hauling 
vessels out by a warp or rope. Greene 
spoke of London custom, the plan being 
useless in oared vessels : 1. 7, ' theight ' = 
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tight — odd spelling : 1. 8, 'brooke ' = bear, 
etc., as p. 1 6 1, 1. 7, et frequenter: 1. 9, 
' conuerting' = turning : 1. 16, 'superficiaW 
= outward : 1. 24, ' whom,' etc. — probably 
a slip of Greene, or the compositor, for 
' who,' owing to the previous ' whom,' and 
= who (the Idea of Ulysses printed [i.e. 
being printed] in her thoughts) had 
resolved, etc. : last 1., ' humorous ' = capri- 
cious. 
Page 1 5 1, 1. 5, ' Risk ' = rush : 1. 7, 'pretence' = design, 
intention, ut frequenter : 1. 20, 'Period' = 
end : or qy. = full stop (.) — an example 
of a mode of phrasing which then made 
Breton and Shakespeare use ' comma ' — 
the latter in Hamlet, as everybody knows : 
1. 2 2,' shift ' = expedient. 

„ 1 5 2, 1. 13,' affects ' = affections [for sleep] — 
he uses this form to contrast it with 
'effects': 1. 21 — punctuate — 'whom . . . 
feete — only cares,' the singular verb hav- 
ing been used through the ' perswades ' 
and ' prooues.' 

„ 154, 1. 22, ' Amphibologicall' = ambiguous. 

„ i5S,l. 16. — With reference to Shakespeare's 
anachronisms from his (alleged) " small 
Latin and less Greek," it may be worth 
while noticing that Greene, a classical 
scholar and M.A. of both Universities, 
makes Penelope's maids talk of Anacreon, 
Menander, Ovid, of Phidias, Dido, etc., 
etc., p. 156, 1. 14: of Lucrece, etc., 
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p. 157, 1. 22: of Lentullus, p. 157, 1. 28 : 
blind Homer, p. 158, 1. 5 : Brutus and 
Portia, p. 158, 1. 19: and "of Plautus, 
p. 159, 1. 19, etc., etc. 
Page 156,1. 8, ' inueagle ' = inveigling : I. 17, 
'Ariadna ' = Ariadne. 

„ 157, 1. 6, ' inferre ' = bring in : last 1., and page 
158, 1. 24, ' Houseband' — the spelling to 
to be noted : 1. 27, 'breaking' = spinning ? 

„ 1 59, 1. 14, ' charitable ' = loving — Greek use as 
in Auth. Vers, of St. Paul's Epistle to the 
Corinthians of the word ' charity.' 

„ i6o,l. 5, 'literature' — Latinate use = subst. 
' writing ' = culture : 1. 6, ' banes ' = bans : 
1. 19, ' Hetherogenei' = transition-form of 
heterogeneous. As with his proper names, 
Greene slightly misspells the Latin plural 
heterogenii : 1. 25, ' crouch '= crutch. Cf. 
p. 224, 1. 1. 

„ 163, 1. 23, ' inspicient ' = looking into (it). 

„ 165,1. 1, ' Camizado' — see Glossarial-Index, 
s.v., for various references : ibid., ' maine 
battelV ' =a battle between their main forces : 
1. 1 o, [Sonnet] — wrongly divided. Should 
be in three stanzas of six lines each as 
shown by rhymes, and as on p. 179 and 
Shakespeare's Venus and Adonis : 1. 15, 
'simple' -= a simple, or herb, medicinally 
used. 

„ i66,l. 1, 'margaret' = "the pearle (that's 
orient)," just spoken of: 1. 13,' counter- 
manded ' = withstood (used in contrary or 

2.0 
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so to speak ironical sense). See Glossarial- 
Index, s.v. : L 15, 'the African, i.e. sur- 
named for his exploits ' Africanus! 
Page 1 68, 1. 2, ' Souldan ' = sultan ? 1. 6, ' Cham ' = 
Khan or Cham : 1. 8, 'progenie ' = ancestry, 
as before — so used possibly because in the 
sense of 'proceeding from.' One can hardly 
suppose a classical scholar etymologizing 
it as " the breed or the born before '' : 
1. 19, ' momentarie ' = not lasting (in the 
same thought). 

„ 170, 1. 15, 'Lemons' = leman's : 1. 17, 'confec- 
tions ' = deadly confections. See Glos- 
sarial-Index, s.v. : 1. 24, ' Aspers ' = Turkish 
coin, of which a medine = three-fifths of a 
penny: 1. 25, 'expences' = expenditure 
(said with her tongue in cheek). 

„ 172,1. 13, 'promontorie of Iaphet' — see Index 
of Names, as before. 

» x 7 Si 1- Si 'grudging at ' = misliking, angry at. 
Cf. p. 176, 1. 25 ; p. 177, 1. 3 ; p. 201, 
1. 18 : 1. 15, ' Pkilarkes' — Greene's proper 
names are variantly and oddly spelt. It 
may be noted here that the story of the 
sandal and Psamnetichus, as before, is 
taken from Aelian. 

„ 1 76, last 1., ' scrip ' = small bag or wallet. 

„ 177,1. 11, ' labourers] ' — perhaps ' labour[s] ' 
would have been a better supplement = 
' your ladies attending you shall be labour 
that attends you.' ' Instead of ladies you 
shall have labours' — an alliterative conceit 
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shown by the similar construction of next 
clause and by the fact that she afterwards 
lived alone. Cf. p. 185, 11. 4 and 18, etc. : 
1. 19, % youth' — a slip of Greene — her son 
was over twenty: 1. 21, 'inequdW = unequal 
— the ' in ' to be noted as the transition- 
form of many words : ibid., ' cOstellation ' — 
here the word may mean (though not else- 
where) the stellation or placing together 
in position of the " starres," i.e. the planets, 
for good or ill influence. Cf. p. 185, 1. 28. 
Page 179, 1. 8, ' recording' - singing, as contempora- 
neously. Whether so used because they 
remembered their notes and 'sung by 
heart,' or whether the word was supposed 
to be allied to the substantive ' chord ' 
and = made right in tune, may be doubted. 
In support of the last, we may remember 
the then common instrument (a sort of 
small flute or fife), the 'recorder': 1. 14, 
' dissent ' = descent : 1. 23, 'entrie' — note 
form of this verb ' envy.' But see p. 189, 
1. 1 o, where the substantive is ' ^nvy and 
envy,' only " is" intervening : 1. 25, 'feares' 
= causal form, causes to fear. 

„ 1 80, 1. 2, ' do ouerthrowe ' — we would say, ' are 
overthrown': 11. 9 and 11, 'syning . . . . 
lows' = signing (assigning) and 'lows 
(allows). 

„ 1 8 1, 1. 16, ' rest ' = the stake laid by the player 
on his throw (or on his cards) betokening 
his view of the chance on which he 'rests ' : 
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ibid., ' throw at all' = & dicing term for 
challenging all throws. 
Page 182, 1. 16, ' pretented' = intended — misprint for 
' pretended ' ; but see note on p. 2 12, 1. 1. 

„ 1 84, 1. 16, ' impalled' = impaled, paled in with. 

„ 185,1. 21, ' principalitie ' = rank of a prince, 
princeship. 

„ 1 86, 1. 1, ' preuented' = went before, fore-stalled : 
1. 12, 'old' = former, without reference to 
her age, as Scotice still, e.g., " an old sweet- 
heart of mine " ; 1. 26, 'pretence ' = stretch- 
ing forward, intent, ut frequenter. 

„ 187, 1. 15, ' warde ' = prison. So in Genesis xl. 
3-7 (Auth. Vers.). 

„ i88,l. 6, ' caveat ' = warning : 1. 18, ' God of 
the Egyptians ' — another author's slip. 

„ 1 9 1 , 1. 20, ' dated time ' = time of date, or end. 

„ 192,1. 17, 'insinuation.' Cf. p. 208, 1. 8; 
p. 228, 1. 10. Greene seems to use the 
word as = introduction, preamble, prologue 
or proem, referring only the ' sinuation ' 
to the length of it and not to the winding, 
circuitous or deceitful way. 

„ 193,1. 13, ' straightnesse ' = straitness : 1. 14, 
' drye-blowes ' = dry-bobs = quips, nips or 
jests. 

„ 194, 1. 3, ' mannerly' = correctly, tidily. 

„ 195, 1. 1 1, 'erect' = erected, being a verb in 't': 
1. 18, 'grudge' — nominative is 'ye Ro- 
manies,' ten lines behind: 1. 22, ' I gesse' 
— now almost wholly an Americanism, 
with a peculiar Yankee significance : 1. 28, 
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' absolued ' = resolved : or qy. = to discharge 
(absolvere). 
Page 196, 1. 17, 'Annuls ' = annals. So p. 223, 1. 10. 
So too in Sir Robert Chester's second 
title-page of Love's Martyr. 

„ 197, 1. 2 1, ' mart ' = letter of ' merchandize,' i.e. 
power to purchase : 1. 23, ' a late ' = lately : 
last 1., ' inferre ' = introduce. 

„ 198, 11. 9-10, ' checke . . . mate' = chess terms, 
ut frequenter. 

„ 200, 1. 20, 'Emeraults' = emeralds. This spelling 
— and so ' herault,' etc. — never got ac- 
cepted in our language. 

„ 201, 1. 1 1 — the (apparent) sense of the passage 
and of the succeeding clause, requires a 
negative ; probably ' [not] wise.' 

„ 202, 1. 10, 'peruert' = to turn (not in a bad 
sense as now) : or qy. did Greene use it in 
one sense of the Latin perverlere, to subvert? 
or can it be a misprint for ' prevent,' or 
even for the Latinate and not English 
1 prevert ' ? 

„ 203, 1. 2, ' corrosiue' = corrasive. 

„ 204, 1. 28, ' in pawns ' — a bargaining or pawn- 
broking term = in pledge for. 

„ 205, 1. 3, 'printed' = take an impression from 
or of: 1. 9, ' cyon' = scion : 1. 24, 'tkat'= 
that that. There is a not uncommon, 
contemporaneously, absence in Greene of 
« that.' 

„ 206, 1. 2, ' mind-glasses ' = glasses revealing the 
mind : 1. S, ' ietteth ' = shoots itself out. 
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Page 207, 1. 15, 'contented' = making himself con- 
tented (perforce) and therefore asking no 
further questions. 

„ 209, 1. 6, ' charely' = charily, watchfully. 

„ 212,1. i, 1 discredited' — mis-spelled in original 
' discretided.' Cf. on p. 182, 1. 16. 

„ 214,1. 20, ' merely ' = merrily, as ' mary ' for 
' marry.' 

„ 215,1. .2,6, ' bmnbasted' = punished, as when 
birched. 

„ 2i6,l. 14, 'Close' — " 1. An obscure lane: 

North 3. A farmyard or enclosure 

of any sort." 

„ 217,1. 12, ' mayntayning ' = standing by or 
supporting. 

„ 218, 1. 19, * intermedling? So p. 228, 1. 10 — 
' medling ' was then used as = mingling. 
We now use ' muddling ' in a somewhat 
similar sense. 

„ 220, 1. 12, 'make a challenge' — not as we would 
use the phrase = challenging a thing or 
person, but ' awaiting it,' as challengers 
then awaited their opponents. 

„ 225, 1. 4, • passetk' = careth, heedeth. 

„ 227, 1. 14, ' Perypatetion' = peripatetic. 

„ 228, 1. 18, 'in snuffe.' So before, p. 211, 1. 8 
— a proverbial phrase, whether because 
the matters so used (before tobacco) by 
their violent action tended to make one 
angry, or because the snuff of a then candle 
when blown was ' fumed,' is doubtful. The 
cognate phrase, however, " to take pepper 
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in the nose " = to be angry at, to take 
offence, seems to turn the scale in favour 
of the first. 
Page 231,1. 11, ' drawed' = drawn — still used vul- 
garly : 1. 24, ' marie' = marry. 

„ 233, 1. 17, l wants no meitaV — she is taking up 
Ismena's simile — " for all the cracke, my 
penie may be good silver." Continuing it, 
the Nurse says, " thy tongue can certainly 
go current, it is full weight " : 1. 27,'/ 
rejerre to the Paraphrase, which shortly 
shalbe set out vppon Homers Odissea' — 
This is either Greene's device by way of 
lessening the abruptness of his ending, 
or he may have had some idea of con- 
tinuing it. Cf. his ' Euphues his censure 
to Philautus ' (1587) in Vol. VI. 

„ 239, 1. 2, 'Hugh Ofley' — son of William OfHey, 
of Chester (sheriff of that city in 1 5 1 7), 
by his second wife, Elizabeth Wright, 
and was one of twenty-six children. 
He became a citizen and Leatherseller, 
and one of the aldermen of London ; 
of which city he was sheriff in 1588-9. 
He married, rst, Ann, dau. of Robert 
Harding, of London, by whom he left 
issue. She died 14th Nov. 1588. He 
married, 2ndly, Dorothy, dau. and heiress 
of Roger Griswold, of Warwickshire, and 
relict of John Weld (or Wild). He died 
25th November, 1594: 1. 1 1, ( aiming' = 
accommodating or adapting. 
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Page 240,1. 1, ' alaied' = alloyed : 1. 17, 'Tit. de 
morteks compagnon de Dieux ' = Stratford- 
atte-Bowe. 

„ 241,1. 5, 'plausible' — Ciceronian = received 
with joy and applause. Quintilian uses 
it similarly : 1. 7, ' conscience ' — again 
Ciceronian = a testimony of one's own 
mind (D. Cooper). It is curious to find 
both Greene and Tom Nashe writing 
' religiously.' 

„ 242,1. 3, ' Pontificalibus' — adoption as an 
English word of the ablative of the plural 
noun Pontificalia in Pontificalibus, in 
bishop's robes. 

„ 243,1. 8, ' ' rascall Rable' — 'rascal' as in 
Shakespeare and contemporaries. The 
people, or as we say the masses, were 
very evil-spoken of by educated men of 
the period : 1. 12,' Cates ' = niceties, dain- 
ties : 1. 13, ' stall-fed' = fed as oxen, etc., 
in stalls for fattening. Cf. p. 266, 1. 2. 

„ 245,1. 7, ' hatches ' = the openings and their 
coverings leading down from deck to 
deck, etc. 

„ 248,1. 11, ' shauelings ' = priests, monks, etc., 
shorn : 1. 14 — note the change from 
' these ' to ' his,' etc., showing carelessness 
or haste. 

„ 249, 1. 2, ' imblazers' = emblazoners, as before : 

I. 9, ' Paltries ' — changed now to 'peltries ' : 

II. 10, 18, 'for' = as. 

„ 250,1. 5, ' resteth ' = remaineth : 1. 21, ' whot' 
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— this odd spelling has been revived in 
our own day by the disciples of Isaac 
Pitman. See p. 253, L 18. 
Page 25 i,l. 11, ' his own Countriman' = the Pope's, 
i.e. Italian. 

„ 252,1. 4, ' raced 1 = razed, as before: 1. 12, 
'Seminaries' = seminarists : 1. 25,' doubtful' 
= fearful, 

„ 253, 1. 4, ' Moores' — he may mean Moors, but 
he uses the word for captive American 
Indians. See p. 281, 1. 19, etc.: 1. 7, 
' nousled' = nursed. 

„ 254, 1. 10, ' there is no Church] etc. = ' that that 
is no church, which,' etc. 

„ 255,1. 15,' braues ' = bravadoes, boasts. 

„ 2 5 6, 1. 17, ' inuocate ' — transition-form of our 
* invoke' : 1. 28, 'fauorably . . . those . . . 
contrary ' — one can after a little reflection 
understand this, but the wording shows 
how hastily it was written. 

„ 257,1. 13, ' Bees hiue in the Helmets' — the 
familiar Virgilian reference: 1. 14, ' serue 
for ' = serve [to bear] footcloths [in peace] : 
1. 1 7, 'braue' -bravado, challenge, as before. 

„ 258, 1. 4, ' malgrado ' = Italian for despite. So 
elsewhere: 1. 6, i praies'= preys, prizes 
in prospect or expectation : 1. 15,' Sir 
Mat tine Frobusher . . . Candish,' etc. — 
see Index of Names, as before: 1. 23, 
' return ' — " from the verye iawes of their 
enemies." 

» 2 59, 1. 13, 'Dyrges ' = dirges : ibid., ' Trentals ' = 
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a daily service for the dead for thirty days. 
"A months mind," which was the same, 
thus meant a longing desire — a sense not 
explained by the erroneous notion that a 
month's mind was, as Ray, Douce, and 
Dyce thought, only the celebration of 
such rites at the end of a month. The 
mediaeval Latin names in the singular, 
Trentale, Trentena, further prove this. 
Page 260, 1. 17, i yet they' — read 'yet these,' or 
' obscure [these] ' — another instance of 
Greene's haste. 

„ 261, 1. 10, 'peeuish' = perverse, as before: 1. 24, 
' Papa-tu ' — sic — should be ' Papatu ' (the 
mediaeval Latin word) in imitation of 
Cicero's ' consulatu.' 

„ 262, 1. 16, ' professeth himself' — read 'herself,' 
as shown by the preceding word 'whore ' 
and the succeeding word ' Patronesse.' 

„ 263, 1. 19, 'sorie' — note its use as a verb, as 
' contrary,' p. 259, 1. 10. 

„ 264, 1. 21, ' burning his son', etc. — see Glos- 
sarial-Index, s.v. 

„ 266, 1. 6, 'valed'- — nautical term = lowered, i.e. 
doffed. So Shakespeare: 1. 27, ' Mas 
Monk ' = Master. 

„ 267, 1. 4, 'the knot in the rush' ut frequenter : 
1. 15,' Leman ' = mistress : 1. 16, 'portasse' 
= breviaty, so called because portable, 
Latin portiforium quod facile foras portare 
possit (Ducange, s.v). Cf. also Nares, s.v. : 
ibid., ' dileman ' = dilemma. 
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Page 268, 1. 18, ' infer ' = bring in, as before. 

„ 269,1. 27, ' bickered' — used as a diminutive 
sense for fought with minor bodies of the 
English, but not so diminutively as we 
now use it = to quarrel. 

„ 270, 1. 7, ' Mites' — then used at times as we 
use the singular. Cf. Shakespeare's 
Henry V., ii. 1, etc., and Beaumont and 
Fletcher — for in their time no two-handed 
sword was used, but the sword and dagger. 
See also p. 250, I. 22. 

„ 272, 1. 1, 'impresses' — from the Italian = devices 
or otherwise mottoes (borne on the shield, 
etc.) : 1. 28, 'fore-roome' = fore place, the 
forecastle. 

» 2 73. 1- 3> ' Townesend' — as on page 258, 1. 15 : 
1. 18, ' laske ' = flux, diarrhcea. Cf. ' dis- 
senterian ' : 1. 19, l flyre ' — qy. misprint for 
' flyte ' = flight, which looking to ' laske ' 
would have an appropriate meaning ? or 
it might be an error for ' flyxe ' = flixe, flux. 

„ 274, 1. 24, ' Hulkes' — now a dismasted vessel 
unfit for sea : ibid., 'Patackes' = " Portuguese 
tenders, from two to three hundred tons, for 
carrying treasure, well armed and swift." 
See Admiral Smyth's "Sailor's Word Book," 
s.v. : ibid., 'Zabres ' = " a small ship" (Florio, 
Spanish Diet). Qy. either Xebec or Zebec, 
a small three-masted Mediterranean vessel 
built for speed ? or same as Zumbra, a 
Spanish skiff or yawl ? (Admiral Smyth 
as before) : ' Galeasses ' - heavy low-built 
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vessels of burden. Cf. Taming of Shrew, 
ii. i, where no galleon or man-of-war can 
be meant. 
Page 275, 1. 3, * their' = there, and conversely: 1. 6, 
' tried true ' — excellent example = proved 
true. 

„ 276, 1. 28, ' Monarch '-—a slip of Greene's, as in 
p. 284,1. 13. 

„ 278, 1. 25, ' Poesie ' = posy (these being usually 
verse). 

„ 279, 1. 2 1, ' Counties ' = counts. So Shakespeare, 
especially in Romeo and Juliet : 1. 23, 
' 124. ' — probably a misprint for as many 
thousands. 

„ 280,1. 18, 'Tiphes' = Anglicised form of 
Typhceus : 1. 21, ' pashed' ■= smashed in 
pieces. 

„ 281, 11. 16-17, ' Curets . , . Corslets' — the first a 
breastplate, the second a coat-of-mail that 
bent with the body : 1. 1 7, ' Burganet ' = 
a casque or kind of helmet. From Fr. 
burgan, a wimple : 1. 18,' demilance ' = 
light horsemen carrying short lances : 1. 19, 
' Moores' — see note on p. 253, 1. 4. 

„ 282, 1. 27, ' momentanie' = momentary — mis- 
printed in the original ' momentaine.' 

„ 284, 1. 19, ' dreakefast ' = commencement Milton 
used the homely word with equal plainness. 
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II. Proverbs, Proverbial Sayings, Phrases 

ETC. 
Page 42, 1. 1 6, ' his hande is on his halfepenie,' as 
before. 
„ 43, 1. 1 8, ' faire promises & small performance' ': 

1. 2 1, ' beare two faces vnder a hood.' 
„ 45, 1. 25, ' of force I must confesse.' 
„ 49, 1. 8, ' holding the Woolfe by the eares ' — 
Lord Sherbrooke in our own day, in a 
debate on India, used this saying effectively : 
1. 9, '■smelling at Onyons, yetl etc. : 1. II, 
' reiecting the Oxen, yetl etc. : 1. 16, ' with 
one breath blowing both hotte and colde ' : 
1. 22, ' supping with Hecate', etc. 
„ 50, 1. 4, ' so many words, so many senses ' : 1. 5» 
' as hardly changing their hayre as the 
Woolfe ' : 1. 9, ' as vnthankfull as Swal- 
lowes' 
„ 54, last 1., 'strike while the yron was hot.' So 

p. 88, 1. 10. 
„ 59, 1. 25, 'gaue the checke .... take the mate' = 

chess phrases, as before. 
„ 62, 1. 25, 'feede not with the deere against the 

wind' See also p. 115,1. 11. 
„ 63, 1. 19, ' slipping ouer his shoes' 
„ 68, 1. 23, 'giue a spurre to a trotting horse' : 

1. 26, ' no neede to bidde the olde wife trot' 
„ 70, 1. 3, ' the gosling [perceuyed] what the old 

goose meant by her wincking' 
„ 72, 1. 27, ' halted, but not before a Cripple'. 
„ 73,1. 11 , * not for fools to play with swords' — 
now ' with edged tools.' 
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Page 77, 1. 16, ' more soone come then welcome' 

„ 79, 1. 6, ' a flea in her eare ' : 1. 8, ' nipped on 

the Pate ' — both very frequently. 
„ 84, 1. 25, ' Cats halfe waking winks, are but 

traynes to intrap the mouse' 
„ 88, 1. 1 1, ' . . .fall out betweene the cup and the 

lippe.' 
„ 9°) 1- Si 'if thou stumble at a straw thou shalt 
neuer leap ouer a blocke' : 1. 11, 'better to 
trust an open enemy then a reconciled friend! 
„ 98, 1. 6, 'your arguments sauour as much of 
reason as Luna doth of constancie' — Luna 
being the accepted symbol of (conventional) 
' inconstancy.' 
„ 103, 1. 17, ' eating Lettice, and stalking on their 
typtoes' — ' carrying Honny in their mouthes, 
and like Spanyels flattering with tlieir 
tayles.' 
„ 1 1 1, 1. 5, ' delay . . . breede danger.' 
„ 123, last 1., ' so many men, so many wits! 
„ 124, 1. 1, 'yeelded his verdicte but all mist 
the cushion ' — the latter part = he missed 
his mark. For a detailed description of 
the ' cushion dance ' Halliwell-Phillipps 
refers to Brit. Bibl. ii. 270. 
„ 125, 1. 24, 'fall out betweene the cuppe and the 

lippe! 
„ 127, 1. 4, ' nipped on the pate! 
„ 128, 1. 26, ' vertue . . . of necessitie! 
„ 1 29, 1. 1 2, ' the longest sommers daye hath his 

euening! 
„ 133, 1. 27, ' stoode fast to his tackling! 
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Page 142,1 I, ' trueth . . . the daughter of tyme': 
1. 7, ' maugre their teeth'. 

„ 147, 1. 9, ' the gates . . . to[o] biggefor the Cittie.' 

„ 1 50, 1. 3, ' preuenter of "had I wist." ' 

„ 1 5 1, 1. 2, "fell into flat tearmes' : 1. 5, ' seeke a 
knot in a rish ' : 1. 1 9, ' longest Sommer hath 
his Autumne ' : Hid., ' largest sentence his 
period ' = ending. 

„ 152, 1. 22, ' the blacke Oxe nener troade on their 
feete.' 

„ 1 58, 1. 26, ' els his Penny gets no Paternoster' — 
a relic of pre- Reformation times, meaning 
having paid his money he got nothing 
for it; he paid it to the priest and got 
no prayers, no masses, not even a ' Pater 
Noster ' in return. 

„ 1 60, 1. 7, ' tyeth the banes [banns] of marriage 
1 with the blades of a Leeke.' 

„ 1 70, 1. 6, ' running with the Hare holde not with 
the Hound' 

„ 178, 1. 4, 'no man is happie before his end' : 
1. 19,' nothing is euill that is necessarie ' = 
all that is is right. 

„ 189, 1. 19, ' Looke ere thou leape.' 

» 193, 1. 7,' Many talke of Mer curie that neuer 
heard his melodie' : 1. 12, 'where your 
own shooe wrings [pinches] ye, you aime 
at the straightnesse of my last ' = narrow- 
ness. 

„ 195, 1. 6, 'found the length of Penelopes foote! 

„ 196, 1. 10, ' bare Palme aboue the rest' : 1. 13, 
' gaue them the wall' — a natural mark of 
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respect when the streets had no footpaths 
but ran towards the centre. 
PSge 1 97, 1. 15,' Ismena played with her nose.' This 
example shows that the phrase means — 
played with her twittingly. Cotgrave, s.v. 
Nasarder, has .... "also to frump, or break 
a jest on, play with the nose of": 1. 16, 
'thought to giue her as great a bone to gnawe 
on ' : last 1., ' comparisons .... they be odious! 

„ 201, 1. 17, ' tooke the wall' = inside of the road. 
See on p. 196, 1. 10. 

„ 208,1. 16, ' long haruest for a small crop': 
1. 17, 'pull a Hercules shoo on Achilles 
foote ' — the more familiar form is ' on a 
child's foot,' as in p. 229, 1. 4. 

„ 2io, 1. 1, ' of times report hath a blister on her 
tongue': 1. 5, ' soone ripe soone rotten' : 
ibid., ' hot loue is soone cold.' 

„ 2 1 1, 1. 5, ' he flung out of doores'. 

„ 216, 1. 9, ' a flea in his eare! 

„ 220, 1. 2, ' taking custome flora lawe.' 

„ 23 1, 1. 2, ' wipe your nose on your own sleeue ' : 
1. 21, 'a good father a good child! 

„ 2 3 2, 1. 2 3, ' mist of the cushion! See p. 1 24, 1. 1 . 

» 233, 1. 9, 'so hye hangs the Grapes, etc! — as in 
^Esop's Fables. A T? r 
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